IT'S ALL IN THE NUMBERS

Sponsored by Jake and Karen Abilevitz in memory of Jake’s Beloved Parents,
"7 Danax na A & 1"t Xax 2 1a'7x and Karen’s brother "1 a7 pynw 2 ywine

A) Avos, Chapter3, Mishna 2 & 6

MISHNAH 2. R. HANINA, THE VICE-HIGH PRIEST,10 SAID: PRAY FOR THE WELFARE
OF THE GOVERNMENT, FOR WERE IT NOT FOR THE FEAR THEREOF, ONE MAN
WOULD SWALLOW UP ALIVE HIS FELLOW-MAN.11

R. HANANIAH B. TERADION12 SAID: [WHEN] TWO SIT TOGETHER AND THERE ARE NO
WORDS OF TORAH [SPOKEN] BETWEEN THEM, LO, THIS [CONSTITUTES] A SESSION OF
SCORNERS, AS IT IS SAID: NOR SAT HE IN THE SEAT OF THE SCORNFUL;13 BUT [WHEN]
TWO SIT TOGETHER AND THERE ARE WORDS OF TORAH [SPOKEN] BETWEEN THEM, THE
SHECHINAH14 ABIDES AMONG THEM, AS IT IS SAID: THEN THEY THAT FEARED THE LORD
SPOKE ONE WITH ANOTHER;15 AND THE LORD HEARKENED AND HEARD, AND A BOOK
OF REMEMBRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM, FOR THEM THAT FEARED THE LORD
AND THAT THOUGHT UPON HIS NAME16 . — | HAVE NO [SCRIPTURAL PROOF FOR THE
PRESENCE OF THE SHECHINAH] EXCEPT [AMONG] TWO, WHENCE [IS THERE PROOF
THAT] EVEN [WHEN THERE IS ONLY] ONE [PERSON]. THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE,
APPOINTS UNTO HIM A REWARD? — SINCE IT IS SAID: THOUGH HE SIT ALONE AND
[MEDITATE] IN STILLNESS, YET HE TAKETH [A REWARD] UNTO HIMSELF.17

MISHNAH 6. R. HALAFTA34 [A MAN) OF KEFAR HANANIA35 SAID: [WHEN THERE
ARE] TEN SITTING TOGETHER AND OCCUPYING THEMSELVES WITH TORAH, THE
SHECHINAH ABIDES AMONG THEM, AS IT IS SAID: GOD STANDETH IN THE
CONGREGATION OF GOD.36 AND WHENCE [DO WE INFER THAT THE SAME APPLIES]
EVEN [WHEN THERE ARE] FIVE? [FROM] THAT WHICH IS SAID: AND HE HATH
FOUNDED HIS BAND UPON THE EARTH.37 AND WHENCE [DO WE INFER THAT THE
SAME APPLIES] EVEN [WHEN THERE ARE THREE?] [FROM] THAT WHICH IS SAID: IN
THE MIDST OF THE JUDGES HE JUDGETH.38 AND WHENCE [DO WE INFER THAT THE
SAME APPLIES] EVEN [WHERE THERE ARE] TWO? [FROM] THAT WHICH IS SAID: THEN
THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD SPOKE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND THE LORD
HEARKENED, AND HEARD ETC.39 AND WHENCE [DO WE INFER THAT THE SAME SAME
APPLIES] EVEN [WHEN THERE IS] ONE? [FROM] THAT WHICH IS SAID: IN EVERY
PLACE WHERE | CAUSE MY NAME TO BE MENTIONED | WILL COME UNTO THEE AND
BLESS THEE.40
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According to the Kotzker Rebbe, the mishnah may actually be praising even

individuals who only sit beside one another, but do so with humility. The mere
fact that niether of these individuals considers himself to be greater than his fellow
— DM PR, there is nothing between them (i.e. neither one feels superior to the other)
— is regarded as if they were discussing Torah thoughts. On the other hand, if the
participants are imbued with a feeling of their self-worth, as the mishnah continues,
1 i1, behold this is (i.e., behold how great and important [ am) — then such a group
is considered to be a a gathering of cynics.
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nly those who are utterly silent and devoid of Divrei Torah (o) are truly
alone (712). However, those who study Torah, even if they reside in utter
solitude, will enjoy the Presence of the Shechinah.
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Besides the formal logic of unity, Maharal uses number symbolism to show
where details fit into a broader perspective, in which numbers are emblems of
distinct ideas. Maharal uses qualitative number symbolism as a means of
understanding analogy. If anything of the same number has the same quality,
one can link not just A to B, but A to B to C to D to E. So, if the number seven
is found in the seven days to the week, it corresponds to seven planets, which
can correspond to seven prophets, which can correspond to seven generations,
which can correspond to the seven parts of a misvah.*

Number symbolism goes back to Antiquity, and over the centuries returned
in many philosophic systems and in Kabbalah. The innovation of the
renaissance thinkers is the use of these qualities to construct strings of
analogies. The following is Maharal's number symbolism: one is indivisible
unity; two stands for separation; three is plurality and imperfection; four is
completion and perfection; six is the physical world, space as in six sides of a
cube. Seven is about time; this world is measured in time, the days of the week.
The planets correspond to seven because they generate the movement of the
spheres that generate the days of the week. Eight is above the natural order of
six and seven. A misvah which shows in the natural world a covenant (brif)
between the Jews and God is an eight, like circumcision (brit milah) , which
shows that in this physical world of space and time. Only available to Jews is
the order above nature reflected in the number ten, which is the power above
creation as taught in Sefer Yesirah, non-Jews must make due with ordinary
nature reflected in the number seven. Ten is perfect, unified multiplicity
without quantity; God 1s a ten to reflect his importance but He is without
quantity so He is also a one. When referring to God as unified He is a one, but
in order to show how His unity is multiplicity, He is a ten. Twelve is the

plurality of this world and that includes the twelve tribes of the desert, the
twelve signs of the Zodiac, and the twelve organs of the body (according to
Sefer Yesirah). Thirteen is fullness, a plurality of the world of separation
(nivdal) (Maharal does not use thirteen often). These numerical values also
work with multiplication. For example, twelve is four times three, so if three
was Ihiﬁ} world and four is perfection, perfection in this world would be
twelve.



