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agement and solace to the lonely and distressed. The Halacha
commands us to return greetings, and in some cases to extend
them, even during the recital of yww,' To recognize some-
body by greeting him or responding to a greeting does not con-
tradict the performance of ©ww md%n 71y n?3p  (acceptance
of the yoke of Heaven). Halacha says to man: Don’t let your
neighbor drift along the lanes of loneliness; don’t permit him
to become remote and alienated from you, even when you are
busy reciting pmw. If p7apn  willed a world to rise from
nihility in order to bestow His love upon this world, then lonely
man should affirm the existence of somebody else in order to
have the opportunity of giving love. Again the same equation
prevails: recognition means sacrificial action; the individual
withdraws in order to make room for the thou.
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The same is true of man. If lonely man is to rise from ex-
istential exclusiveness to existential all-inclusiveness, then the
first thing he has to do is to recognize another existence. Of
course this recognition is, eo ipso, a sacrificial act, since the
mere admission that a thou exists in addition to the I, is tanta-
mount to  mypy, self-limitation and self-contraction. A com-
munity is established the very moment I recognize the thou
and extend greetings to the thou. One individual extends the
shalom greeting to another individual; and in so doing he cre-
ates a community. The Halacha has attached great significance
to casual greetings exchanged between two individuals. Rabbi
Helbo said: “If his friend greets him and he does not return
the greeting he is called a robber for it is said, ‘It is ye that
have eaten up the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your
houses.” "1 What message does Shalom convey, if not encour-
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Quite often a man finds himself in a crowd among strangers.
He feels lonely. No one knows him, no one cares for him, no
one is concerned with him. It is again an existential experience.
He begins to doubt his ontological worth. This leads to aliena-
tion from the crowd surrounding him. Suddenly someone taps
him on the shoulder and says: “Aren’t you Mr. So-and-So? I
have heard so much about you.” In a fraction of a second his
awareness changes. An alien being turns into a fellow member
of an existential community (the crowd). What brought about
the change? The recognition by somebody, the word!

To recognize a person is not just to identify him physically.
It is more than that: it is an act of identifying him existentially,
as a person who has a job to do, that only he can do properly.
To recognize a person means to affirm that he is irreplaceable.

To hurt a person means to tell him that he is expendable, that
there is no need for him.
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