Mishnah 8. Rabbah Johanan b. Zakkai received [the oral tradition]
from Hillel and Shammai. He used to say: if thou hast learnt much
Torah, do not claim credit unto thyself, because for such [purpose]
wast thou created.
Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai had five disciples and they were:
O r. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus,
0 r.Joshua b. Hananiah,
0 r.Jose, the priest,
O r.Simeon b. Nethaneel
O andr. Eleazar b. ‘arach.
= He used to recount their [foremost] qualities
e . Eliezer b. Hyrcanus is a plastered cistern which
loses not a drop
e r.Joshua b. Hananiah - happy is she that bare him;
e r.Jose, the priest, is a pious man;
e r.Simeon b. Nethaneel is one that fears sin,
e andr. Eleazar b.’arach is like unto a spring that [ever]
gathers force.

0 He used to say: if all the sages of israel were in
one scale of the balance and Eliezer b. Hyrcanus in
the other scale, he would outweigh them all.

O Abba Saul said in his name: if all the sages of Israel
were in one scale of the balance, and r. Eliezer b.
Hyrcanus also with them, and r. Eleazar b. Arach
in the other scale, he would outweigh them all.

Mishnah 9. He said unto them: go forth and observe which is the
good way unto which a man should cleave?
O R. Eliezer said, a good eye;
0 r.Joshua said, a good associate;
O r.jose said,a good neighbour;
0 r.Simeon said, one who looks [ahead to see] what
[consequences] shall be brought forth [by his own actions].

o

r. Eleazar said, a good heart.

= Said he unto them: | prefer the words of Eleazar b.
‘Arach to your words, for within the comprehensive
character of his words, are your words [included].

He [further] said unto them: go forth and observe which is the evil

way from which a man should remove himself far?

0 r. Eliezer said, an evil eye;

0 r.Joshua said, an evil associate;

0 r.Jose said, an evil neighbour;

0 r.Simeon said, one who borrows and repays not - [it is all]
one [whether] one borrows from man or one borrows from
the all-present - as it is said: the wicked borrows and payeth
not; but the righteous dealeth graciously and giveth .

O R. Eleazar said, an evil heart.

= Said he [r. Johanan] unto them: i prefer the words of
eleazar b. Arach to your words, for within the
comprehensive character of his words are your words
[included].
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Mishnah 10.
e They [each] said three things.
e . Eliezer said

0 Let the honour of thy friend be as dear to thee as thine
own; and be not easily provoked to anger;

0 and repent one day before thy death,

0 And [he also said:] warm thyself before the fire of the wise,
and beware of their glowing coals, that thou mayest not be
singed, for their bite is the bite of a fox, and their sting is
the sting of a scorpion, and their hiss is the hiss of a
serpent, and all their words are like coals of fire

Mishnah 11.
e R.Joshua said
0 Anevil eye
0 the evil inclinatlon,
0 and hatred for [one's fellow.] Creatures
=  Put a man out of the world.
Mishnah 12.
e r.Jose said
0 let the property of thy fellow be as precious unto thee as
thine own;
0 Fit thyself to study torah for it is not [a thing that comes]
unto thee [as] an inheritance;
0 and let all thine actions be for [the sake of] the name of
heaven .
Mishnah 13.
e R.Simeon said
O be careful with the reading of shema’and with prayer,
0 And when thou prayest, make not thy prayer a set taskl
but [an appeal for] mercy and an entreaty before the all-
present, for it is said: for he is gracious and
compassionate, long-suffering and abundant in mercy,
and repenteth him of the evil;
0 And be not wicked in thine own esteem.
Mishnah 14.
e R. Eleazar said:
O be eager to study the torah;
0 and know what answer thou shouldst give to the
epicurean,
0 and know before whom thou tollest, and who is thine
employer who will pay thee the reward of thy labour.
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NAME PRAISE

GOOD LIFE BAD LIFE

plastered cistern which loses
not a drop

r. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus

a good eye

an evil eye

r. Joshua b. Hananiah

an evil associate

happy is she that bare him

a good associate

r. Jose, the priest

is a pious man

a good neighbour

an evil neighbour

r. Simeon b. Nethaneel

one that fears sin

one who looks [ahead to see]
what [consequences] shall be
brought forth [by his own
actions]

one who borrows and repays
not

r. Eleazar b. ‘arach

is like unto a spring that [ever]
gathers force

a good heart

an evil heart




RABBI ELIEZER BEN HYRCANUS: A PLASTERED WELL THAT NEVER LOSES A DROP
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2) Talmud Sukkah 28a
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Our Rabbis have taught: It happened that R. Eliezer passed the Sabbath
in Upper Galilee, and they asked him for thirty decisions in the laws of
Sukkah. Of twelve of these he said, ‘I heard them [from my teachers]’; of
eighteen he said, ‘I have not heard’. R. Jose b. Judah said, Reverse the
words: Of eighteen he said, ‘I have heard them’, of twelve he said, ‘I
have not heard them’. They said to him,” Are all your words only
reproductions of what you have heard?’ He answered them, “You wished
to force me to say something which | have not heard from my teachers.
During all my life [I may tell you] no man was earlier than myself in the
college, I never slept or dozed in the college, nor did | ever leave a
person in the college when | went out, nor did | ever utter profane speech,
nor have | ever in my life said a thing which I did not hear from my
teachers’
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RABBI ELAZAR BEN ARAKH: AN EVER-FLOWING SPRING
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8) Gemara Horayos 14a

R. Johanan said: [On the following point] there is a difference of opinion between
R. Simeon b. Gamaliel and the Rabbis. One view is that a well-read scholar is
superior [to the keen dialectician] and the other view is that the keen dialectician is
superior. R. Joseph was a well-read scholar; Rabbah was a keen dialectician. An
enquiry was sent up to Palestine: Who of these should take precedence? They sent
them word in reply: 'A well-read scholar is to take precedence’; for the Master said,
'All are dependent on the owner of the wheat'.
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9) Fluid intelligence is defined as the ability to solve new problems, use logic in new situations, and identify patterns. In
contrast, crystallized intelligence is defined as the ability to use learned knowledge and experience.

Babylonian vs. Jerusalem Talmud
Tosofos vs. Geonim & Sefardi Rishonim
Lithuanian vs. Middle Eastern & North African

10) Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef in a eulogy for Rabbi Yaakov Adas (quoted and translated in The Sages, Rabbi Binyamin Lau)

“Our preeminent master and rabbi emeritus in Yeshivat Porat Yosef in the Old City of Jerusalem taught is to study Torah
S0 as to “interpret the passage in conformance with halakha,” instead of following the fruitless dialectic approach which
sows seeds that are swiftly borne away by the wind. Unfortunately there are yeshivot such as Ponevezh where anyone
studying Yoreh Deah (the practical sections of the Shulchan Arukh) must hide himself away lest others discover him and
call him an idler for studying halakhic rulings. They will shame and scorn him to no end.”




