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Choosing Your Child’s Gender
Rabbi Jonathan Ziring: jziring@torontotorah.com

1. Methods of Affecting Gender of Child
a. Low Tech/ “At Home” Methods
i.  Diet, Positions, Timing (Closer [Male]/Farther [Female]) from Ovulation
il.  Effectiveness is Questionable
b. Ericsson Method
i Separate “Fast Swimmer” (Male) Sperm from “Slow Swimmer” (Female) in test-tube and use Artificial
Insemination (AI)I/Intrauterine Insemination (IUI)
ii.  Relatively Cheap, success in the 73%-85% range, relatively non-invasive
c. In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)
i.  Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis/Screening (PGD/PGS)
ii.  Expensive ($20,000), painful, invasive, side effects

2. Reasons for Choosing Gender:
A. Preference. B. Gender linked diseases. C. Mitzvah of procreation (boy and girl) D. Hide Lack of Yichus (ex. Kohanim)
E. Yichud concerns with donor sperm
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22. Human Cloning—Scientific, Moral and Jewish Perspectives, Dr. Avraham Steinberg, Torah U-Madda Journal
9 [re: cloning]

Although, fundamentally, involvement with Creation is permissible, three compelling conditions must be satisfied if such
involvement is to be justified: 1) There is no essential halakhic prohibition in the actual actions of technological advancement;
2) The process of improvement of Creation does not have a prohibited result which cannot be prevented or corrected; 3) The
act of improvement benefits humans, and, moreover, the derived benefit surpasses the detriment. This notion can be found
worded in many ways by the great halakhic masters. There are those who explain the prohibitions of witchcraft, crossbreeding
and even sha‘atnez as a transformation in the order of creation. But cloning humans through technology is a natural act which
does not introduce a totally unfamiliar species into nature, and thus differs from both witchcraft and interbreeding. In this
respect, human cloning is no different from the using of antibiotics to decimate injurious bacteria.

R TINY ? 4T RIN2 X312 nNooN Haa Tnvn .23
SV NITN N2 NR HINNY 1T 5K 7001790 IR NN 190 ,RIN DY IMR DINOR DR Y™ DR YYIN DINTDNNV HRY NHRY N
XY ,PNORD D222 1W1AM 172Y HY DYV 0T W1 1915 20T 9270 1Y ,5Wn 15 SIWNR 1DIR7Y 1N2NNRY T [N2TR] DR .DIAN
9127999 :INRIY , DTV PIIP DNRI 219Y 0D RY 19010 YRYWI NPV IDIRM TR DIR 1971, 1MPYnY RHWI 1999RNY YW 1YY
1979819 XYY PHY MR ,PIORA 1222 1VANT 112 HY DYIW DT IV ToNY 20mIT 9270 7Y ,5Wn 12 9I90R Y™ 19 IR 1DT7aY HRIY?
.09 'NY ONR 03 :2°N57,0%2 1179 1R 219 wN PINT RY THNN YRYVYI NPV 122IRM TNR DTR oM, yMpwnd RO

2 TINY 1O 7 PITHIO NION *PRAY NNan N7 .24
M7 DTV VYN Y1 NIN2 2ININ I DIVIL NN GIWINY ROR 7PNN RY NAWIN IR RYI 157HDA 199 YR IR WIR qUIND AW P
YAVN 902 YTV 10D 1PN AN ROW MY 1172 RI2HY DT 1DAR DIAWI H9I32 11K NPYav 1YY NWPI RINY Y5 09w Y551 RN
MINRN 17T DIVN 12 PR IR DIV 12 WV 1Y IMT 1WA HH2 1R DIV RINY HIW MYYH DIRYI YN 7270 PRY

R TIIY * T M572 Noon *Haa Tnvn .25
A5 RYT 112 0RIN IPAIT WTPN M2 Y IRINT DIVNA 7Y IR .12 1192 NPOY RYT DIVN 177D INR 298N DI RN 7YY INK...
20 ROWVA Y 90K 7YY - RIN 92 ROTIP 0P RMIT 001 ,7ap05 19 R DTPanT RN 272 1Y RINNIT "Ww1d »T0a %Y InR
79 IRNY ORI A9, PINR 12 :70Y IR AT TOY 191 930 1D IR AYYNT 112 RN PO T T RMIT RDTIT TWOR ,INI1 Y
DN 10 XY YINY SR DTR YW 1IRIX HY NI ATN 290 19%AR - RIR AR 1N 159N

2- R 7Y RY 97 772 noon *Haa Tndn .26
D797 112 95 MYYY NXIIN :R1T IR ...NAPI NTYY - NHNN PN WIR ;19T NTYY - APNN NYITN AWK DMK P ANWRIL LY AN
.MVN YY) -

1 9°90 / TYR RH2 TINYY RHYWY 77271 1799 07T R 1990 / 71%aM 1799 Mabn /7 9ty jar .27
19 PRY 1N ,N2W NIND IR 91719 07pY W 1T ARIGT TIIND NN DIRIN NDVII NIMT PR NPT TN DINT IRIIPINR VTN Y AN IR
NT 22D 191579 ,nYArn 2" HINNY MDY 11IXT JOP PHNA P NINVN IRTI RINY RXNI IRV HI NR D2 NMYN ,ja P71 NI m
DYPOIAN NYTY D) IR NMIRIY .(NAPA IR) 7T 77 TIVPAW RTND DT IIMIRON AYITNY 70 192PW 1NRIY 993 01T DAY PRY
DHW 72V D78 JRIATIPNIR VNN D AN .AVRD ONIY NXIN PONA NPATN MaY DN WY DINYITN NTION PYXIY 1IN Y YN
573 ,nnd NN RY 1

120999 MY 1R 92V MR 1T DRN] 2 TINY VO 7 NN 190N Y33 TIndn .28
R RNPYYA RN DOYIAIR TY

29. Rabbi Menachem Bornstein posed this question to leading rabbis in Isracl. They responded:

a. Rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth: “It pains me that you are dealing with “hidden” things. You should help people with
marital issues, not things like these. We do our part and leave the rest up to G-d.” Rabbi Yaakov Ariel - there is no
obligation to fulfill mitzvot in an unnatural way. To prevent a baal mum, he permits. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein
similarly forbids.

b. Rabbi Shlomo Amar: Approved of method (1). The other two are problems because of Ramban. For health,
procreation, or peace within the family, he would consider. Rabbi Meir Mazuz: Only permits (2) and (3) for health
reasons.

c. Rabbi Avigdor Nevenzhal: (1) > (2) > (3)

d. Rabbi Menashe Klein: (1) is fine, not (2) and (3), especially due to danger.

e. Rabbi Dov Lior: (1) is fine, though not obligatory as we must only try to fulfill mitzvot naturally. He would want
one to wait until one has already had 3 of the same sex child, as 3 = chagaka. To prevent mmum — it is permitted



f. Rabbi Nachum Rabinovitch (Shut Mareh HaBazak 5:104) is worried about (2) and (3) for medical reasons. [Rabbi
Dr. Avraham Steinberg notes that the dangers of IVF in general, and of PGD are negligible.
http://98.131.138.124 /articles/ASSIA /ASSIA77-78 /ASSIAT77-78.12.asp?printPreview=1&]

g. Rabbi Dr. Steinbergg suggests a balanced approach in light of halachic and ethical issues (Eugenics, discrimination,

danger, favoritism, allocation of resources for non-medical needs, etc)

h. Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu was more willing to be lenient after having 5 boys/gitls in a row.

i. R. Ovadia Yosef ruled that PGD for sex selection could be used by a couple who had six children of one sex and
who would not have any more children unless they were sure that the seventh would be of the opposite sex (cited in
http://traditionarchive.org/news/ pdfs/Sex%20Selection.pdf
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31. R. Aharon Lichtenstein, cited: http://traditionarchive.org/news/ pdfs/Sex%?20Selection.pdf re: Kohen case
In principle, the suggested procedure is no more problematic than artificial insemination from a gentile donor and, indeed, is
probably less so. Insomuch as I accept the view of the matirim [those who permit it] (at least in situations of distress, such as
this) with respect to the latter, I see the proposed procedure as at least equally mutar [permitted]. . . . I have serious doubts about
the wisdom of perusing this course—especially, as it’s only a fifty percent safek [uncertainty]. But I understand the complexity
of the issue and the feelings it arouses, and the couple must of course decide for itself.

32. Rabbi Dr. Judah Goldberg ibid in Tradition
Is a couple’s aspiration for at least one child of each gender, then, necessarily nothing more than a whim, devoid of spiritual
content, moral value, and halakhic force? To the extent that the mitsva of procreation is result-oriented... I’'m not convinced
that a couple’s preoccupations with this goal, even above and beyond the calling of halakha, are morally neutral. ..

33. Assisted Human Reproduction Act, 5(1), 60 (Canada 2004)
No person shall knowingly for the purpose of creating a human being, perform any procedure or provide, prescribe or administer
anything that would ensure or increase the probability that an embryo will be of a particular sex, or that would identify the sex
of an in vitro embryo except to prevent, diagnose or treat a sex-linked disorder or disease. A person who contravenes [this] is
guilty of an offence and (a) is liable, on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding $500,000 or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding ten years, or to both...

34. Rabbi Yuval Sherlow, when asked about the slippery slope concerns with gender choosing set out the final principles
to consider based on Jewish law:
a. The likelihood of the undesired result (based on - 1327 N2 1T R RV RYT RNYN)
b. How negative the tesult would be (based N73 DIpNA ROR ,NING NI PITN PR
c. Cost in quality of life to parent (based on NNMTI1 709N)

35. What Israeli Policy Can Teach Us About Elective Sex Selection by Gila Leiter

Israel has a unique approach to the question. Israel is known for its high rates of IVF with the highest rates of intervention per
capita in the world. PGD is regulated by the Ministry of Health, since 2005, based not on legislation, but mandated by directive,
and sex selection for non-medical reasons is basically prohibited. Exceptions can be made in rare cases, after written permission
is granted by the committee, appointed by the director general of the Ministry of Health and composed of seven members,
including a psychologist, physicians in Ob/Gyn AND genetics, a medical ethicist, social worker, lawyer, and clergyman. Couples
and single women can apply if they feel there would be significant damage to the family member’s mental health if the procedure
was not done. The applicants should be married and have four joint children of same sex and none of other. They must undergo
genetic counseling about the PGD process, and give written consent. The applicants must understand if embryos of the non-
selected sex remain, no additional IVF cycles can be done until all remaining embryos are used by the couple. In addition, specific
and “idiosyncratic” religious reasons were considered, as in cases of priestly Jewish families, requiring a sperm donor, where a
son who is not of genetic lineage could not publicly bless the congregation, and thus girls would be preferred. Also included in
the application was whether IVF was necessary to achieve a pregnancy in any event. The procedure was not funded by the
government, unlike the liberal IVF coverage for infertility in Israel.

e  Other articles: http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/english /ethic/genetic 1.htm; http://www.ethical-

perspectives.be/viewpic.php?TABLE=EP&ID=350; http://traditionarchive.org/news/ pdfs/Sex%20Selection.pdf;
Rabbi Josh Flug in Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society, Fall 2004
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