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13. Robert Alter, Introduction to Deuteronomy
Israel, because of its unique historical experience from Egypt to Sinai, has been provides with an unprecedented vantage
point to see that its imageless G-d is the G-d of all things. Fire plays a role both in Egypt and at Sinai — in Egypt, figurative,
where the torment of slavery is represented as the “iron’s forge,” kur habarzel, and at Sinai, literally where the mountain
burns with fire to the heart of the heavens and G-d speaks from the midst of the fire. It is not the image of G-d but His
incandescent presence that the people of Israel experience through their history, and the powerful rhetoric of the book is the
means that evokes this presence.
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17. The Image of the Silver Purification
There was a group of women in a Bible study on the book of Malachi... That week the woman called up a silversmith and
made an appointment to watch him at work. She didn't mention anything about the reason for her interest in silver beyond
her curiosity about the process of refining silver. As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and
let it heat up. He explained that, in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames
were hottest so as to burn away all the impurities. The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot - then she
thought again about the verse, that He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver. She asked the silversmith if it was true that he
had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was being refined. The man answered that yes, he not only had
to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. For if the silver was
left even a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed. The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked
the silversmith, "How do you know when the silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's the easy
part -—— when I see my image reflected in it

18. Haim Hazaz — A Murky Barrel (Translation from the Studies of Nehama Leibowitz)
Everything positive that the nations possess have they taken over from Israel except the element of exile. Exile is not just one
long tale of decline and fall, but one of heroism, not just one of ugliness and disgrace but of glory and credit, not just one of
humiliation and slavery but freedom generous and inspiring, unparalleled in human history. Exile is an experience that stands
on equal footing with the Revelation at Sinai and Settlement in the Promised Land... but for it Israel would have been
reduced to the deadlevel of all the nations, like any other people that have nothing else but a country and a government,
wrapped up in their four cubits of mundane time-killing existence and lowest common culture... What they need is exile,
not revolutions, international or league of nations but exile plain and simple that will refine, purify and teach them to
understand the meaning of the universe, of man, of fellowship, compassion, truth, and justice.. No there is no hope for them
till they go down into exile... Trudge from place to place and savour the tribulations of persecution and turn their attention
to the Torah they carry with them.

19. R. Aharon Lichtenstein: Helps us define ourselves in contrast, develop the three traits of Jews (Rachmanim,

Bayshanim, Gomlei Chasadim, creates solidarity and social cohesion.



