Rabbi Shlomo Goren and Conversion

Is there a comimon denominator between these cases?

Background

Rabbi Goren’s Action / Ruling

Dr. Helen Seidman

Unitarian

Lives on secular Kibbutz (not shomer
shabbat, not kosher).

Converted in Israel by Reform Rabbi.
Applies to register as a Jew.

Political Battle erupts.

Rabbi Goren meets with Dr. Seidman for
three hours.

-Convenes a Beit Din and converts her

according to Orthodox Hallacha.

Paula Cohen

Converted by Rabbi Goren.

Marries a Kohein (a violation of halacha)
and moves to England.

Tries to enroll her kids in Jewish school.
Told that her conversion is only valid in
Israel so kids cannot enroli.

Rabbi Goren had written on her conversion
certificate that her conversion is valid only in
Israel.

Langer Case

in 1943 Mr. Borokovsky marries a JeW|sh
girl, Hava.

He converts to Judaism (not in [srael)
Hava leaves Borokovsky the woman w/o
getting a Get.

She married Otto Langer and has 2 kids
Kids are registered as Mamazeirim
(ilegitimate) in Israel Rabbinical court.
Public battle ensues.

Rabbi Goren meets with a nine other
Rabbis.

After the meeting he declares that
Borokovsky’s conversion was invalid,
therefore Hava was never married to him
according to Jewish law,

Therefore, her marriage to Otto was
permitted and the kids are not Mamzeirim
(illegitimate).
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