The Second Half of Shemot @
jziting@torontotorah.com

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
TORAH MITZION
h‘ BEIT MIDRASH

Ma"amail \
Har Sinai CTT EHa Egedl
The First H 2 Secon
Luchot Luchot
1924 Saa4 Note also that Shabbat appears on both
YitroMishpatim Half of Ki-Tiza ) R
sides of the chiasm.
2831 -Terumahs 2540
TetzavehMi-Tisa SayakhelPekude
The -
Icommandment H [ Buildii
to Build of the
the Mishkan Mishican

m PILA N Pramnworryy .1
DY) ,MMYN 1IN HNN WY NYIWL XNV 71PN D327 DI 19WNN NIRN MNNY DTIP DN VYN .NINI ININD) DT PN
D2 TN DPIN 12WHRN NATIIDNNT NINNTY IRV NIN T2 WITPN NYIN DX NN

25 PO T2 P MY PN .2
DYIWY TY DMINNN KNI INKY 1YW DI YINNI INIW NOUKIY NMNXNN 5T DININK DY 1D2) DINWKRI DY /N1 YINDNIY MNNN I
N23HI NNXI NNX DI 2AMD 7N XIND TN WITPN Y90 MNNDN Y0V W0 7PNV 295 MIN) NYIN NN DIR 1MV MY 1N
AP IWITY NI ONY PININ PIINDN 295 NI DN TY NPYIDM 12 ¥API NN 190 1D DI 13 T0DH NIWD) NNy

NN NYID 2 PIDS ND PO MY yapy .3
IYUND NN OV IIMNND MIAN 1N ONY MY NP DY T DY DMNX MY, MI2TH NIYY D91 029 DRIY DY DWN 12T TWND (2)
NNYN N1 93 DY 1712 DNKY NI ,NYN DY IT DY DINW NN DI MYUYY 0PHY 172 IRV ,TINND DIRIY DN BY 1M NN
9'y5) NYND HOY DN PN NN DNINYI YIP IWHYN MNY OX NNYI NINNND DNNY NINN IWRD DXNONRD ONY NI DY 19 DN 7N
19297 .07M72°2 INYIY MIVWND UIPN DN MY DINT DXWITP DN NI, () DY) WITH 21N DN N3N0 Y 1PN DNNY NN (N O
NI )OWNI NIND IPY MIN IRIY )2 NN MINN YN DY 127 DWIY I1NYY YTIPN D2IN M21D MY 1oWNN 12T HY NONN MY
N2 NI PIRN DXTPN 2 DY ,NI951 HYN THN XNI2TI DY Y INTYIN (2D N1 1PNY) IRV 1D )IND NINY NPIWN NN DIPN
NYI91 DX TPN YN DN .Y DINIYIV )OWNN PIY DY 1 1NN D95 DIY NI JNTVN NIND THOY ,NZ¥N2 OTPI XN 2D
VYN OTP MININ NINY 29T (N7 191D) IROND NYY 191 ,(N> N2 1915) 1NDIN NN WNIR NN JOUNN DX INPN
2N ,00 N YY1 TIAD 19U (FV T DYDY DV DNV 11T .INDIA PYY DIV 0D TN HY 1OV IUN TIAON 7PV, NN 1OUNN IO
DAY MY 1OWN DI .(TD D 1IND) 1PWNN NN KON 1N TIAD) 1OWNI 21N 19 )07 NN ITIAD IXIPNDN /N NRIN N (KD 1 ©127)
PHN 7PN IWN NI YD N2 DNY TNV TIAON IXIY OY THN 19WN 7PN 9T DN ITIAD DN TN, )OWNN DR KON N T1A)
IWN NN TRIN NIRD 9P TIDW 1P NN TYRYN DY 12 (12 T 0¥127) 1IN 1NN IINRY 1) 1D 91210 927 TN NIATH
TOHNY PPON 2TV DA . PON 92T 02217151 MY PN NIFIN HYN PON 927N DIPN NN YW (VI 3 927H2) N5 DWNIA T ,NTHN
YNWIN 012 DXAYN 1D PN YR DY NIAT U D 1Y 1270 DVWNI NI9IN DN NN DX DXIYN 1D N2 DI1PN 7PNV NP2 1IIRY N
DY TYIN AWN (D 21D VI PNY) 2ININ N 1Y .2NT DNV PN 1D Y ,(10 T DT WRND TINHD DYV 1PIIT TITD,0°2)7150 MY Pan
DTI292 WP NATY TV 72 7PN DY YD O TIA02 WP OV TON I2TY Nnv
12 PIANNY 5O, WTPNN 1) YPWNN TID P2 (XD PIDI 191 1Y) DN NIANDY NN PN NN 1NN DXINNIN D¥2INIA N IINDNM
L0 19 9299) IR ONON NN INT PO N2 PINRY NI ,(0D N R7H) IR ONDN D YTPNN 122 INYINA INNINA NNTY TINRY 190
NN N NOYNN DYDY HNIW YNON TIAD) IINY NI, 021751 W INIW YN Y NYYNY DY MINIY PIYD /71 w9 OV PO
DYVUNAY 23 D279 N22I9N NIANDY TIT NI (D VY Y DRPINY) NNPN D217 2D YTINI 125 M) DRIY MIOR NN PTPRT TUN
DY DOYI D51 NN, (TR N DY) TAWY (V> N NN) D DYDY WTRNN 122 TN I 1Y ,(N> NI RMIT) D 132 )PIN DY D3297D)
THWS Y112 IWR 1°2MN) N NINA TWR DY TIT N DR IDDINM (NN 71 N DY) 2N ,020N NTHA (10 N DY) DIIYN YRYN NNNY
9 XN (N Y 27T) 7DD XY DMIWN MW DMWY NN NINRD DY OTRN NN OXNYN AW DINND 7D IIN TINIIY ,0°0WN NYNHYI
DY MoYNY (1) N) 07712721 (11 27W) PHY DXON VY NINIAN /N OV OV XIPI IWN DNOND PIR DN DWN MYNY )1IND
:DY2)79N WY DYN YD, 0V XIPI TWNR DX21197 AW ' DININRND NI NN

4. Rabbi Menachem Leibtag:
With this background we can better understand Rashi's approach in out context. Employing the principle of "ein mukdam
u'muchar," Rashi always begins with considerations of theme and content in mind. He therefore cannot overlook the glaring
similarities between the construction of the Mishkan and Chet Ha'Egel. It cannot be just by chance that:
© Bnei Yisracl must collectively donate their gold to build the Mishkan (compare 25:1-2 with 32:2-3);
4 Bezallel, Chut's grandson, is chosen to build the Mishkan. [Rashi follows the Midrash that claims that Chur was
killed because he refused to allow Bnei Yisrael to build the Egel. (See Chizkuni 31:2.)]
@ The opening pasuk concerning the Mishkan - "and they shall make for Me a Mikdash and I will dwell in their
midst" (25:8) - appears to rectify Bnei Yisrael's situation in the aftermath of Chet Ha'Egel, when Moshe must move
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his tent (called the Ohel Moed) far away - outside the camp (33:7);
© Aharon must bring a par (a bull; an egel is a baby bull) for achatat offering during the Mishkan's dedication
ceremony. [The requirement of a chatat implies the committal of a sin.See 29:1 and Rashi.]
Rashi therefore explains that the commandment to build the Mishkancame after Chet Ha'Egel (during Moshe's last forty days
on Har Sinai), for it served as a form of atonement for that sin...

Temple Terminology
To reconcile Rashi's interpretation with Ramban's explanation of the Mishkan, we must differentiate between two concepts:

1) Mishkan and

2) Mikdash.
Although both words describe a sanctuary dedicated to the worship of God, for the sake of clarity, each word (in our
explanation that follows) will be given a more specific meaning,
© The Mishkan is a temporary sanctuary (a Tabernacle) - a portable, tent-like structure [good for travel].
© The Mikdash is a permanent sanctuatry (a Temple), such as the massive stone structure built by King Solomon.
We posit that both Rashi and Ramban must agree that the concept of a Sanctuary, a symbol of God's Shchina (the divine
presence) dwelling with Bnei Yisrael, is "I'chatchila" and in fact comprises a fundamental theme throughout the entire Tanach.
To prove this, we must return to some basic concepts previously discussed in our shiurim on Sefer Breishit.
Recall that we first encountered the theme of Mikdash when Avraham Avinu builds a mizbayach in Bet-El and "calls out in
God's Name" (see 12:8 and 13:4). Later, at this same site, Yaakov Avinu awakens from his dream and exclaims:
"Alas, this is the site for a Bet Elokim, for it is the gate to the heavens." (Breishit 28:17)
Yaakov then erects a "matzeyva" (monument) and vows that upon his return to Canaan he will establish the site of his
"matzeyva" as a Bet Elokim - a House for God. [See Breishit 28:17-22.]...Parshat Mishpatim provides conclusive proof that
the basic concept of a Bet Elokim is totally unrelated to the events of Chet Ha'Egel. [Recall that even Rashi agrees that
Parshat Mishpatim was given during the first forty days, before Chet Ha'Egel.] Towards the end of Parshat Mishpatim, we
find the mitzvah of "aliyah la'regel" - to "visit God" three times a yeat:...
Without some type of sanctuary representing God, this mitzvah of "aliyah I'regel" could not be fulfilled!
The next pasuk provides final proof that this sanctuary corresponds to the concept of a Bet Elokim:
"Your first fruits must be brought to Bet Hashem Elokecha - the house of Hashem your God..." (23:19)
Based on the above analysis, even Rashi must agree that the need for a Bet Elokim has nothing to do with Chet Ha'Egel.
Therefore, there is no reason for Rashi not to accept Ramban's explanation of theprimary purpose of the Mishkan/Mikdash
is its function as a physical symbol of God's presence, through which Bnei Yisrael can relive their expetience at Har Sinai.
Instead, their dispute over when God issued the command to build the Mishkan relates to a less fundamental question,
concerning the need for a temporary sanctuary before they enter Eretz Canaan.
According to Rashi, had Bnei Yisrael not sinned at Chet Ha'Egel, there would have been no teason to build
a temporary Mishkan in the desert. Instead, Bnei Yisrael could have simply waited a few more months and built
a permanent Mikdash as soon as they conquered the Land. Ramban would argue that even had Bnei Yisrael not sinned, they
would have still required a "temporary Mikdash." Let's explain.
The Way It Should Have Been
Rashi's position may be based upon God's original plan that Bnei Yisrael would conquer the land through supernatural, divine
intervention (see 23:20-28). Assisted by God's miracles, Bnei Yisrael would have needed only a very short time to complete at
least the first wave of conquest. Had that actually occurred, there would have been no need to build a temporary Mishkan, for
within a very short time it would have been possible to build a permanent Mikdash instead.
After Chet Ha'Egel, however, the entire situation changes as God removes His Shchina from the camp. Bnei Yisrael must
first bring the Shchina back to the camp before they can conquer the Land. Hence, according to Rashi, the actual process of
building the Mishkan could be considered a "spititual tehabilitation" project. Furthermore, it provides Aharon and Bnei
Yisrael with the opportunity to build a sanctuary where they can offer korbanot and thus achieve atonement for their sin.
One could also suggest that due to Chet Ha'Egel and the 'lower level' of the "malach" that will lead them into the land (see
Shmot 33:1-5and shiur on 13 Midot), it may now take much longer for Bnei Yisrael to complete the conquest. Therefore, a
temporary Mikdash [= Mishkan]| is required, until a more permanent Mikdash can be built.

A Conceptual Juxtaposition

According to this interpretation, we can now understand why (according to Rashi) the Torah places the commandment to
build the Mishkan out of chronological order. (See Board #4.) Even though the mitzvah to build the Mishkan should have
been recorded after the story of Chet Ha'Egel, the Torah intentionally records it eatlier - immediately after Ma'amad Har Sinai
- in order to emphasize the conceptual connection between Matan Torah and the Mishkan/Mikdash, as explained by Ramban.
Hence, Rashi can reach the exact same conclusion as Ramban regarding the importance of aMikdash - "I'chatchila"l
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