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l. Christian and Muslim Perspectives, Secular Legal Perspectives

1. Evliya Efendi, Ottoman Empire, c. 1660’s
...As to the coffee it is an innovation, which curtails sleep and the generating power in man. Coffee-houses are houses of
confusion. Coffee has been by law declared illicit in the great collections of fetwas (legal injunctions) wherein every thing
that is burnt is declared to be illegal food.

2. Khair Beg, Mecca 1511
"In these [coffeehouses] men and women met and played tambourines, violins, and other musical instruments. There were
also people who played chess, mankala, and other similar games, for money; and there were many other things done contrary
to our sacred law — may G-d keep it from all corruption until the day when we shall all appear before him!"

3. “Proclamation for the Suppression of Coffeehouses” King Charles II, Dec. 20, 1675 (England)

Whereas it is most apparent that the multitude of coffee-houses of late years set up and kept within this Kingdom... and
disaffected persons [drawn] to them, have produced very evil and dangerous effects; as well as for that many tradesmen and
others, do therein mis-spend much of their time, which might and probably would otherwise be imployed in and about their
Lawful callings and Affairs; but also, for that in such houses, and by occasion of the meetings of such persons, therein divers
False, Malitious and Scandalous Reports are devised and spread abroad, to the Defamation of his Majesties Government,
and to the Disturbance of the Peace and Quiet of the Realm; his Majesty hath thought it fit and necessary, that the Said
Coffee-Houses be (for the future) Put down and Suppressed.

1. Shechar Akum

4. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zara 31b
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It has been stated: Why has beer of heathens been forbidden? Rami b. Hama said in the name of R. Isaac: Because of
marriages. R. Nahman said: Because it might have been left uncovered... R. Papa used to drink beer when it was brought
out to him to the door of the shop; R. Ahai used to drink it when it was brought to his house. Both of them held that the
reason [for the prohibition] is intermarriage, but R. Ahai insisted on extraordinary precaution.

5. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 114:1
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All beer of non-Jews, whether of dates, figs, barley, grain, or honey, it forbidden because of chatnut. It is only forbidden
where it is sold, but if you bring it home and drink it there, it is permitted, for the main decreed was because you might eat
there. It is only forbidden when you establish yourself to drink there, as people do for drinks, but if you go into the non-
Jew’s house and drink in a not-set manner, it is permitted. So too, if you sleep at a non-Jew’s house, it is like your house,
and you can send for beer from the non-Jews. Rama: Some permit honey or grain beer, and that is the custom in these
countries.

6. Shut She’elat Yaavetz 2:142
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R. Yaakov in London: With regards to that which | heard, that many people said that you drank coffee in the non-Jewish
store, even though they told you that it is forbidden because of the concerns raised by the milk they out in it. You still did
not refrain from drinking...

I hereby stand and cry out that | have been defeated and all | can do is admit the truth — that something imperfect has come
out from my hands. What | did, | did for myself, and future students shall not drink. And those who saw what | did should
not do like me. I regret what happened originally, because of a different spirit that is in me now. For it is proper to completely
forbid drinking [coffee] in the non-Jew’s store, as in Yoreh Deah 114 regarding beer. This is even where we clearly know
that it was made without mixing in anything else, for beer was also forbidden because of the remotest concern [lest one
drink the non-Jew’s wine]. And Shulchan Aruch ruled accordingly, forbidding drink in their houses with regularity, even
nowadays, and especially in places where they are lenient about non-Jewish wine, as per Rashba there. This is exactly our
case, even though one could distinguish slightly between [beer and coffee], as “shechar is meshaker [alcohol intoxicates]”
— as the name implies. And one could say that it was because of this that they were worried, as it relates to the decrees
[meant to dissuade marrying] their daughters. However, this is not the case with coffee — which is the opposite — as it is
made to weaken the effects of wine. It clears one’s mind from the drunkenness of wine. Nevertheless, it is more likely that
they did not distinguish [between coffee and beer], and the prohibitions were lumped together, forbidding all drinks — even
bread and cooked foods were forbidden for this reason, and their decrees are not cancelled except under extenuating
circumstances, even when drunkenness and its related problems are not relevant. And if in their times they were stringent
even for second-order decrees, because we tell the Nazirite, “Go away”, then in our generation, as it is obvious that the
generations have not improved, how much more do we need to increase decrees like this, to fence in the breach, so that they
won’t turn their eyes to the daughters of the land. Therefore, from now on it is clear in my eyes that it would be proper and
correct to be stringent on them for all similar things. And this is Talmudic law.. But what can we do, there is no one in our
generation who is good, and even if we shout all day, no one will pay attention, even to not trespass pass the border of
biblical laws — and it is forbidden to say things that will not be listened to. Despite all of this, | did not hold back mentioning
this and putting it in print — and the one who listens will listen, and he who desists will desist.

7. Chochmat Adam 66:14
779971 ... 3T PR W1 HYa 937 IR AR POPR W 00 T2 MIANT 7RI 22T 1922 ARIAN D 10w MNwD PR 201 AT 1272w AR)
IR (WM °79) 2™MOYR NP2 MNWY N YTRIPRYT YRR 191 J10MA R? 1N PR 27T N MO WY 20N PO 2IR XA 10w
TR NINWY 07771257 0337771 1 PO 770 79792 AWK P9 10 98 V1T DT TR IRALLL T OOR2 2OP9R 300 110 AT 20207 1 manya
Y Tpwn
Even though now the custom is to be lenient with grain beers in the non-Jew’s house, and we can’t protest because there
are those who are lenient, it is proper for one who is careful to distance himself from this... This is all for beer, but apple or
other fruit wines are permitted because we don’t make decrees about uncommon things. Coffee and hot chocolate are
permitted to drink in the non-Jew’s house. However, in our many sins, nowadays many sins have come from this... besides
for the fact that it is leads to promiscuity, as is known. Therefore, anyone who has a scent of Torah should distance himself
from going into their houses to drink anything.

1. Bishul Akum
8. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 113:1
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A food that is not eaten when it is raw and is served at a kings table, to spread on bread or as a dessert, which was cooked
by a non-Jew, even in the pots of Jews and in the house of a Jew, it is forbidden because it was cooked by a non-Jew

9. Tosafot, Avodah Zarah 31b
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[E]élgr is ‘Se ,Hggdiﬁgé&se of bishul akum because...] they rule like the other position of Rav — that anything that is not
servet-on a king’s table has no problem of bishul akum...There is another reason to permit beer: It does not have the
problem of bishul akum because as the grain is considered nullified for the purpose of making the blessing of shehakol, so

too for the prohibition of cooking.

10. Pitchei Teshuva, Yoreh Deah 114:1
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Beer Hetev of Maharit said that he who permits beer, would permitted coffee (like Pri Chadash). Panim Meirot (2:2)
argued, that even by beer, the main reason was not because it was nullified, but rather because it was not served as a kings
table, or as Bach says, it was not really a concern of intermarriage because people don’t get invited for it and it does not
cause so much intimacy. However, we have seen with our own eyes that coffee is served as king’s tables and people
invite others for it, so a careful person should avoid coffee and tea in non-Jewish stores.

V. Kiddush
11. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 272:9
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If there is no wine, some say you can make Kiddush on beer and other drinks, but not water. Some say you cannot. The
Rosh says that at night, you should not say Kiddush on beer, but rather on bread. In the morning, it is better to say it on
beer, and say shehakol before hamotzi, because if you say the blessing on the bread first, there is no distinction. This
make sense.

12. OU :https://oukosher.org/blog/kosher-in-the-factory/coffee/
Viewing coffee essentially as water could have other halachik consequences.
The halacha is that common beverages, known as chamra medinah, at times may be substituted for wine intended for
a kos shel beracha. However, water does not qualify (seePesachim 107a and Shulchan Aruch 272:9). Whether coffee
qualifies as chamra medinah is questionable. The Rogatchover Gaon (see Shut Tzafnos Paneach 2:34) writes that tea may
not be substituted for wine since it is principally water®. However, a number of poskimwere of the opinion that tea would
be acceptable as chamra medinah (see Aruch HaShulchan Orach Chaim 272:14). Rav Moshe Feinstein z¢’] writes that tea
may be used for a kos shel beracha as chamra medinah if there is no other alternative (see Igros Moshe Orach
Chaim 2:75). Seemingly, this should apply to coffee as well...

Note 2: Assuming that tea or coffee may be substituted for wine does not seem to have any bearing on the discussions
above about bishul akum and beracha rishonah. Beer for example, requires the beracha of shehakol and is not subject to
the restriction of bishul akum according to Tosafos in Avodah Zarah (31b) because it is principally water. However, beer
is also provided as an example of chamra medina and may be used for a kos shel beracha.

V. Beracha
13. Yaavetz (above) draws on Tosafot in AZ to explain why it is shehakol.

14. Talmud Bavli Berachot 38a; 39a
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Mar bar Rav Ashi says that the blessing on date honey is shehakol nihyeh b’dvaro. Why? It is mere sweat.
R. Papa said: It is quite clear to me that beet-water is on the same footing as beet,11 and turnip-water on the same footing
as turnips. and the water of all vegetables on the same footing as the vegetables themselves

15. Summary of reason to distinguish
a. The Gemara on 39 simply means that if you have beets and beet soup, you say one beracha (Raah).
b. Drink vs Eating (Raavyah, Tosafot)
c. Depends on normal way of eating (Rashba)


https://oukosher.org/blog/kosher-in-the-factory/coffee/#fn117249809650cf4c76bfca2
http://halakhah.com/berakoth/berakoth_39.html#39a_11
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Izl ‘;]: ,Uﬁjsg]ﬁ];%s on whether the full taste is in the liquid (Rosh)
e. Water vs. thick liquid that came out (Bahag)

VI. Before Davening
16. R. Moshe Zacuto, Venice, 1625-1697 — Shut HaRamaz 59
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Is it permissible to drink water or coffee before Tefillah on Shabbat? In my opinion there is no concern, and especially in
the case of illness. And we can bring evidence from the practice of the entire Land of Israel and the kingdom of Turkey
where they have the practice of drinking coffee after midnight because it is like a medicine to ward off sleep, as is well
known.

17. R. Hezekiah Da Silva, Orach Chaim,Pri Chadash 89:2, Jerusalem and Amsterdam, 1659-1698
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Especially in Egypt where one cannot attain presence of mind without the aid of coffee, but with sugar it is forbidden.

18. OU (Mishna Berurah actually seems to say the same as the Pri Chadash)
There is another possible upshot to viewing coffee as similar to water. It is forbidden for a person to eat or drink in the
morning before davening shachris. However, it is permissible to drink water (see Berachos 14b and Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim 89:3). The Mishneh Berurah (89:22) writes that it is permitted to drink black coffee, without milk or sugar,
in the morning before davening3. According to the Mishneh Berurah, black coffee is viewed like water with regards to
this halacha.

VII.  Tikkun Chatzot, Selichot at night

19. Coffee, Coffeehouses, and the Nocturnal Rituals of Early Modern Jewry by Elliott Horowitz
The vigils of Shavuot and Hoshana Rabbah, previously limited in their appeal and relatively brief in duration, came to be
widely observed as allnight affairs. This was due more to the availability of coffee than to the habit of frequenting
coffeehouses, but the vogue achieved by the midnight rite of Tikkun Hazot would seem to have been equally linked to the
latter. After long lagging behind the less-demanding observances of Shomrim la-Boker, it came, during the eighteenth
century, to enjoy unprecedented popularity among Italian Jewry. Those Jews who, in increasing numbers, were in the
habit of spending their evenings in the cafes of the ghettos evidently found it more attractive to recite Tikkun Hazot late at
night than to rise even shortly before dawn for Shomrim la-Boker. The former rite was congruent with their lifestyle,
while the latter clashed with it. The kabbalists, it should be noted, had insisted on the recitation of the Tikkun after
midnight, but not on its recitation after a period of sleep. And lest it be overhastily objected that
habitues of cafes are not the sorts of people to show enthusiasm for mystical night rituals, let it be noted that in the
religious culture of the Mediterranean such combinations were, and indeed are, rather commonplace. An eighteenth-
century traveler, for example, reports the observation concerning the Venetians that "they spend one half of their time in
committing sin, and the other half in begging G-d's pardon.”
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