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1. Aristotle: Rhetoric I
Of the modes of persuasion furnished by the spoken word there are three kinds. The first kind depends on the
personal character of the speaker; the second on putting the audience into a certain frame of mind; the third on
the proof, or apparent proof, provided by the words of the speech itself. Persuasion is achieved by the speaker's
personal character when the speech is so spoken as to make us think him credible. We believe good men
more fully and more readily than others: this is true generally whatever the question is, and absolutely true
where exact certainty is impossible and opinions are divided. This kind of persuasion, like the others, should be
achieved by what the speaker says, not by what people think of his character before he begins to speak. It is not
true, as some writers assume in their treatises on rhetoric, that the personal goodness revealed by the
speaker contributes nothing to his power of persuasion; on the contrary, his character may almost be called the
most effective means of persuasion he possesses. Secondly, persuasion may come through the hearers, when
the speech stirs their emotions. Our judgements when we are pleased and friendly are not the same as when we
are pained and hostile. It is towards producing these effects, as we maintain, that present-day writers on
rhetoric direct the whole of their efforts. This subject shall be treated in detail when we come to speak of the
emotions. Thirdly, persuasion is effected through the speech itself when we have proved a truth or an apparent
truth by means of the persuasive arguments suitable to the case in question.

There are, then, these three means of effecting persuasion. The man who is to be in command of them
must, it is clear, be able (1) to reason logically, (2) to understand human character and goodness in their
various forms, and (3) to understand the emotions-that is, to name them and describe them, to know their
causes and the way in which they are excited. It thus appears that rhetoric is an offshoot of dialectic and also of
ethical studies. Ethical studies may fairly be called political; and for this reason rhetoric masquerades as
political science, and the professors of it as political experts-sometimes from want of education, sometimes
from ostentation, sometimes owing to other human failings. As a matter of fact, it is a branch of dialectic and
similar to it, as we said at the outset...

Rhetoric has three distinct ends in view, one for each of its three kinds. The political orator aims at establishing
the expediency or the harmfulness of a proposed course of action; if he urges its acceptance, he does so on the
ground that it will do good; if he urges its rejection, he does so on the ground that it will do harm; and all other
points, such as whether the proposal is just or unjust, honourable or dishonourable, he brings in as subsidiary
and relative to this main consideration.
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