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16. Jonathan Ziring

Levush argues that the prohibition only applies to formal celebrations, but not social gatherings, and is understood by some
to mean that this is because only the formal will cause the nochrito thank his god. Rabbi Avrahamam Alkali argues ... that
the prohibition seems to be only about idolatry, and even suggests that it only applies to idolaters, and not Muslims. He notes,
however, that the Rishonim did not distinguish, and therefore backs down and rules that the prohibition is about chatnutand
applies to all nochrim.... [Furthermore], relying on the Shach is difficult, because several Rishonim that neither he nor Taz
cite explicitly reject his position. [Raavad, Ritva...] Furthermore, this position was known to other Achronim who ruled in
accordance with it... Considering this evidence, Rabbi Hershel Schachter told this author that he felt one should rule like
Taz. It should be noted, however, that the 7zvi LeTzadik rules like Shach and claims Rashi does. ..
What Types of Parties?
Rambam addresses this prohibition in two places... However, in Hilchot Maachalot Assurot, while discussing the prohibition
of shechar, he prohibits any social gatherings that are not primarily Jewish, basing the prohibition on chatnut. Mishneh
LaMelechnotes that this is a rabbinic concern. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein argues that Rambam derived this expansion from the
concept of chammut itself. This position emerges as well from... many of the Rishonim mentioned above who claim the
shecharwas prohibited so that Jews would not eat at the parties of nochrim. If that is the motivation for shechar, all parties
must be prohibited. Tur and Beit Yosef both accept the position of Rambam. The Beit Yosef, however, assumed the source
was some Beraita that he did not have...In Kesef Mishna, however, he assumes it is an expansion of the passage in Avodah
Zara. Shulchan Aruch does not cite this prohibition, and only mentions the prohibition on formal parties such as weddings.
...One could have challenged the extension of Rambam if one thought the prohibition was only because of idolatry, and only
formal celebrations cause the idol-worshiper to serve his gods... This was how Rabbi Avraham Alkali understood Levush’s
dispensation for regular social gatherings. However, if one though the passage in Avodah Zara was about chatnut, then one
could still claim that even that prohibition is limited to parties that are formal and have invitations, as the Talmud implies the
problem is partially because of the keriah. This position is taken by Rabbi Moshe HaKohen who attests to the widespread
custom in Provence to be lenient on regular social gatherings. Meiri mentioned above also seems to confirm this custom in
Provence. One could suggest a middle position for Rambam. A formal party, which also has the potential problems of
Avodah Zara (or for others, the biblical prohibition of vekara lecha) is prohibited even if the Jews are the majority or eat at
separate tables — the very acceptance of the invitation to these events are problematic. Social gatherings, however, are
permitted in the correct context — where the Jews are primary. Second, social gatherings are permitted if the Jews sit at
separate tables, even if they are the minority. These distinctions are accepted by Rabbi Avraham Alakali and Pri Chadash.
Furthermore, the former prohibition is likely not mitigated if one does not eat at the party, while the latter is.Thus, nochri
weddings would seem to be prohibited, even if it would cause offense, as they very acceptance of the invitation is problematic.
Purely social gatherings would be subject to the qualifications above. However, if despite the complexities that arise with
the position of Shach and assume it is the position of Rashi, one could permit even weddings if not attending would cause
offense.
Office Parties: Rabbi Menashe Klein prohibits them based on Taz. Rabbi Hershel Schachter thought this should be the
Halacha as well. He thought making an appearance if necessary might be less problematic (to receive a bonus, for example),
but lingering would be more problematic. Rabbi J. David Bleich thought it depended on whether a formal invitation was sent
out to the company or a sign was hung on the bulletin board — the former would be a problem while the latter would not.
Other Leniencies: From the Beit Yosef, it seems that a party can be as small as two people. However, the Aruch HaShulchan
rejects that, and it seems reasonable that two people would be a meeting and not a social gathering...
Conclusion
Attending bars for social reasons is possibly prohibited and definitely discouraged. If one must, it should not be a regular
activity, and one should prefer sitting at a table than a bar, and should refrain from having alcohol. Formal parties, such as
weddings, which require invitations, are problematic. While some believe that the prohibition can be waived because of
efvah, this goes against what seems to have been mainstream in Rishonim. Nevertheless, there are several prominent poskim
to rely on, such as Shach, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, and Aruch HaShulchan. Sitting at separate tables possibly alleviates
problems, and having your own food may also mitigate the problem. Office parties have several other grounds for leniency.
First, they may not be social gatherings at all, and even if they are, they may not be parallel to weddings and therefore not
subject to the issur diorayta. Then, there may be reason to permit because of ervah. If one does not stay for a long time, it
may be permitted on the basis of ararand akrar which are recorded in Shulchan Aruch. Not eating can also lessen the halachic
issues.



