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Perek 5 — why does Moshe give two different speeches to Pharoah? What changes between the first and second speech?
Why is it so important that Hashem introduce himself by the Shem Havayah in his speech at the burning bush?

Why does G-d try to convey through the Makkot?

Why does Pharoah ask that the frogs we removed “tomorrow’?

Why is he so interested that not a single Jewish animal died in Makkah #5°?

What does it mean that G-d strengthened Pharoah’s heart? Why would he do that?
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For he could not endure the plagues he would let the Israelites go, not because he was finally humbling himself before
the Lord and do His will, but only in order to get relief from the plagues. This was not a good enough reason to grant
him relief; therefore G-d reinforced his natural obstinacy.
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Seeing that G’d is interested in the sinner’s repentance rather than his death “by My life, I do not want the death of the wicked
but that he return from his wicked path and live”), G’d told Moses that He would bring on numerous plagues, all in order to
increase the chances that Pharaoh would finally see the light and become a genuine penitent. He hoped that by demonstrating
His greatness and His power this would eventually cause the Egyptians to recognise all this. At the same time, G’d also spelled
out a similar thought in 9,16 but aimed at the Israelites, when He said: “that the only reason He had not yet killed Pharaoh was
so that in the course of more plagues you, the Jewish people, would come to recognise both G’d’s greatness and His patience.”
He also wanted the Jewish people to learn how to both love and revere Him when they witnessed and thought about the meaning
of all these plagues. There can be no question that without G’d stiffening Pharaoh’s attitude from time to time, he would have
collapsed much sooner and would have sent the Israelites on their desired journey. However, this would not have been the result
of his repentance and humbling himself before the Lord, involving genuine regret about his previous errors, but the result of
his impotence to withstand the pressure applied to him. He would have acted out of terror of what the next plague would do to
him and to his country. If we needed confirmation of this, all we have to do is look at what his servants said to him when Moses
threatened with the plague of locust. They said to him: “how long will you be obstinate, do you not see that Egypt will go down
the drain.” If Pharoah had wanted to subjugate himself to G-d and fully repent, nothing would have stopped him.

7. Why does G-d start hardening Pharoah’s heart after the Hail? What was G-d’s original plan what happened now?
8.  Why are Chazal conveying in these Midrashim?
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