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1. Rabbeinu Manoach (14th century): Karpas is reminiscent of Joseph’s coat which had that color. 

 
2. The Passover Offering: Exodus 12 

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying: In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household; 4 and if the household be too 
little for a lamb, then shall he and his neighbour next unto his house take one according to the number of the 
souls; according to every man's eating ye shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first year; ye shall take it from the sheep, or from the goats; 6 and ye shall keep it unto 
the fourteenth day of the same month; and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at 
dusk. 7 And they shall take of the blood, and put it on the two side-posts and on the lintel, upon the houses 
wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with 
bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with 
its legs and with the inwards thereof. 10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; but that which 
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. 11 And thus shall ye eat it: with your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste--it is the LORD'S Passover. 12 For I 
will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall be 
to you for a token upon the houses where ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall 
no plague be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.… 21 Then Moses called for all the elders 
of Israel, and said unto them: 'Draw out, and take you lambs according to your families, and kill the Passover 
lamb…. 
  

3. The Sale of Joseph: Genesis 37 
 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a 
coat of many colours. 4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 5And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his 
brethren; and they hated him yet the more… 12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem… 
And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 18 And they saw him afar off, and before he 
came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 19 And they said one to another: 'Behold, this 
dreamer cometh. 20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into one of the pits, and we will say: 
An evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall see what will become of his dreams.' …23 And it came to pass, 
when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colours that 
was on him; 24 and they took him, and cast him into the pit--and the pit was empty, there was no water in 
it. 25 And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a caravan of 
Ishmaelites came from Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery and balm and ladanum, going to carry it down 
to Egypt. 26 And Judah said unto his brethren: 'What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his 
blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, 
our flesh.' And his brethren hearkened unto him. 28 And there passed by Midianites, merchantmen; and they 
drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And 
they brought Joseph into Egypt. … 31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a he-goat, and dipped the coat in 
the blood; 32 and they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said: 'This have we 
found. Know now whether it is thy son's coat or not.' 33 And he knew it, and said: 'It is my son's coat; an evil 
beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces.' 34 And Jacob rent his garments, and put 
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up 
to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said: 'Nay, but I will go down to the grave to my son 
mourning.' And his father wept for him.  
 

4. Passover Offering Sale of Joseph 
ח ה֗וּא  ה֒ וְלָקַַ֣ ת מִשֶּׂ ט הַבַיִת֘ מִהְיוַ֣ ל־בֵית֖ו )ד( וְאִם־יִמְעַַ֣ ב אֶּׂ וּשְכֵנ֛ו הַקָר ֹ֥
ה: ֶּֽׂ סּוּ עַל־הַשֶּׂ י אָכְל֔ו תָכ ֖ יש לְפִַ֣ ת אִִ֚ ת נְפָש ֹׁ֑  בְמִכְסַַ֣

 

ת־ ינוּ אֶּׂ ינוּ וְכִסִּ֖ ת־אָחִ֔ ג֙ אֶּׂ י נַהֲר  צַע כִִּ֤ יו מַה־בֶּׂ֗ חָֹׁ֑ ל־אֶּׂ ה אֶּׂ ר יְהוּדָ֖ אמֶּׂ )כו( וַי ֹ֥
ו:  דָמֶּֽׂ

 
 

א  נּוּ֙ נָ֔ ֙ וּ מִמֶּׂ ו )ט( אַל־ת אכְלִּ֤ ש ר אשֹ֥ י אִם־צְלִי־אֵ֔ יִם כִַ֣ ל בַמָֹׁ֑ ל מְבֻשָ֖ וּבָשֵֹ֥
ו: יו וְעַל־קִרְבֶּֽׂ  עַל־כְרָעָ֖

 

את  ם וַי אמְר֖וּ ז ַ֣ ל־אֲבִיהֶּׂ֔ יאוּ֙ אֶּׂ ים וַיָבִ֙ ת הַפַסִּ֗ נֶּׂ ת־כְת ַ֣ ַֽיְשַלְח֞וּ אֶּׂ )לב( וֶַּֽׂ
א: לג( וַיַ  וא אִם־ל ֶּֽׂ ת בִנְך֛ הִ֖ נֶּׂ א הַכְת ֹ֧ ר־נָ֗ אנוּ הַכֶּׂ נֶּׂת מָצָֹׁ֑ ר֙ כְת ַ֣ אמֶּׂ הּ וַי ֙ כִירִָּ֤

ף: ף יוסֵֶּֽׂ רַ֖ ף ט  תְהוּ טָר ֹ֥ ה אֲכָלָֹׁ֑ י חַיָֹ֥ה רָעָ֖  בְנִ֔



ם  ֹ֥ שְכ֗וּ וּקְח֨וּ לָכֶּׂ ם מִֶּֽׂ ֹׁ֑ ר אֲלֵהֶּׂ אמֶּׂ ל וַי ַ֣ ה לְכָל־זִקְנֵֹ֥י יִשְרָאֵ֖ ֛ א מ שֶּׂ )כא( וַיִקְרָֹ֥
סַח: וּ הַפֶָּֽׂ ם וְשַחֲטֹ֥ ֖ אן לְמִשְפְח תֵיכֶּׂ  צ ֛

ל־)כב( וּלְקַחְ   ם אֶּׂ ִּ֤ ר־בַסַּף֒ וְהִגַעְתֶּׂ ם אֲשֶּׂ ם֘ בַדַָ֣ ת אֵז֗וב וּטְבַלְתֶּׂ ם אֲגֻדַַ֣ תֶּׂ֞
יש  א תֵצְא֛וּ אִֹ֥ ם ל ֹ֥ ף וְאַתֶּׂ֗ ר בַסָֹּׁ֑ ַ֣ ם אֲשֶּׂ ת מִן־הַדָ֖ י הַמְזוּז ֔ ל־שְתֵַ֣ הַמַשְקוף֙ וְאֶּׂ

ר:  קֶּׂ תַח־בֵית֖ו עַד־ב ֶּֽׂ ֶּֽׂ  מִפֶּׂ

ים מִדְיָנִ   ת־יוסֵף֙ מִן־)כח( וַיֶַּֽׂעַבְרוּּ֩ אֲנָשִ֨ וּ אֶּׂ ַֽיִמְשְכוּ֙ וַיֶַּֽׂעֲלִּ֤ ים וֶַּֽׂ חֲרִ֗ ים ס ֶּֽׂ
ף  ת־יוסֵ֖ יאוּ אֶּׂ ף וַיָבִֹ֥ סֶּׂ ים כָֹׁ֑ שְרִַ֣ ים בְעֶּׂ ף לַיִשְמְעֵאלִ֖ ת־יוסֵ֛ וּ אֶּׂ הַב֔ור וַיִמְכְרֹ֧

יְמָה:  מִצְרֶָּֽׂ
 

Cook without water No water in pit 

Eat while blood is on door, with family inside Eat while brother is in pit 
 

5. The Stealing of the Blessings: Genesis 27 
1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau 
his elder son, and said unto him: 'My son'; and he said unto him: 'Here am I.' 2 And he said: 'Behold now, I am 
old, I know not the day of my death. 3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, 
and go out to the field, and take me venison; 4 and make me savoury food, such as I love, and bring it to me, 
that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.' 5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his 
son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 6And Rebekah spoke unto Jacob her son, 
saying: 'Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying: 7 Bring me venison, and make me 
savoury food, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. 8 Now therefore, my son, 
hearken to my voice according to that which I command thee. 9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence 
two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury food for thy father, such as he loveth; 10 and thou 
shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, so that he may bless thee before his death.' 11 And Jacob said to 
Rebekah his mother: 'Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12 My father 
peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a mocker; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a 
blessing.' 13 And his mother said unto him: 'Upon me be thy curse, my son; only hearken to my voice, and go 
fetch me them.' 14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother; and his mother made savoury 
food, such as his father loved. 15 And Rebekah took the choicest garments of Esau her elder son, which were 
with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son. 16 And she put the skins of the kids of the 
goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck. 17 And she gave the savoury food and the bread, which 
she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 18 And he came unto his father, and said: 'My father'; and he 
said: 'Here am I; who art thou, my son?' 19 And Jacob said unto his father: 'I am Esau thy first-born; I have 
done according as thou badest me. Arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless 
me.' 20 And Isaac said unto his son: 'How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son?' And he said: 
'Because the LORD thy God sent me good speed.' 21 And Isaac said unto Jacob: 'Come near, I pray thee, that I 
may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.' 22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; 
and he felt him, and said: 'The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.' 23 And he 
discerned him not [ֹוְלאֹ הִכִירו], because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands; so he blessed 
him. 24 And he said: 'Art thou my very son Esau?' And he said: 'I am.' ... 30 And it came to pass, as soon as 
Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 And he also made savoury food, and brought it unto 
his father; and he said unto his father: 'Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless 
me.' 32 And Isaac his father said unto him: 'Who art thou?' And he said: 'I am thy son, thy first-born, 
Esau.' 33And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said: 'Who then is he that hath taken venison, and brought 
it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.' 34When 
Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceeding great and bitter cry, and said unto his father: 
'Bless me, even me also, O my father.' 35 And he said: 'Thy brother came with guile, and hath taken away thy 
blessing.' …41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him. And Esau said 
in his heart: 'Let the days of mourning for my father be at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.' 42 And the 
words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah; and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said 
unto him: 'Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 43 Now 
therefore, my son, hearken to my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 44 and tarry with 
him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 45 until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he 
forget that which thou hast done to him; then I will send, and fetch thee from thence; why should I be bereaved 
of you both in one day?'  
 

6. The Covenant of the Parts: Genesis 15 
3 And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and 
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 14 and also that nation, whom they shall serve, 
will I judge; and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15 But thou shalt go to thy fathers in 



peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16 And in the fourth generation they shall come back hither; for 
the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full.' 
 

7. Jacob’s Flight from Laban: Genesis 30 
22 And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived, and 
bore a son, and said: 'God hath taken away my reproach.' 24 And she called his name Joseph, saying: 'The 
LORD add to me another son.' 25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said unto 
Laban: 'Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. 26 Give me my wives and my 
children for whom I have served thee, and let me go; for thou knowest my service wherewith I have served 
thee.' 27 And Laban said unto him: 'If now I have found favour in thine eyes--I have observed the signs, and the 
LORD hath blessed me for thy sake.' 28 And he said: 'Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it.' 29 And he said 
unto him: 'Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle have fared with me. 
 

8. Genesis 31 
1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying: 'Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that 
which was our father's hath he gotten all this wealth.' 2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, 
behold, it was not toward him as beforetime. 3 And the LORD said unto Jacob: 'Return unto the land of thy 
fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee.' 4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field 
unto his flock, 5 and said unto them: 'I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as beforetime; 
but the God of my father hath been with me. 6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your 
father. 7 And your father hath mocked me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt 
me. 8 If he said thus: The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the flock bore speckled; and if he said thus: The 
streaked shall be thy wages; then bore all the flock streaked. 9 Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your 
father, and given them to me. 10 And it came to pass at the time that the flock conceived, that I lifted up mine 
eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the he-goats which leaped upon the flock were streaked, speckled, and 
grizzled. 11 And the angel of God said unto me in the dream: Jacob; and I said: Here am I. 12 And he said: Lift 
up now thine eyes, and see, all the he-goats which leap upon the flock are streaked, speckled, and grizzled; for I 
have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 13 I am the God of Beth-el, where thou didst anoint a pillar, where 
thou didst vow a vow unto Me. Now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy 
nativity.' 14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him: 'Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in 
our father's house? 15 Are we not accounted by him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath also quite 
devoured our price. 16 For all the riches which God hath taken away from our father, that is ours and our 
children's. Now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.' 17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his 
wives upon the camels; 18 and he carried away all his cattle, and all his substance which he had gathered, the 
cattle of his getting, which he had gathered in Paddan-aram, to go to Isaac his father unto the land of 
Canaan.… 20 And Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, in that he told him not that he fled. 21 So he fled with 
all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the River, and set his face toward the mountain of 
Gilead. 22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 23 And he took his brethren with him, 
and pursued after him seven days' journey; and he overtook him in the mountain of Gilead. 24 And God came 
to Laban the Aramean in a dream of the night, and said unto him: 'Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to 
Jacob either good or bad.' 25 And Laban came up with Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mountain; 
and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mountain of Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob: 'What hast thou 
done, that thou hast outwitted me, and carried away my daughters as though captives of the 
sword? 27 Wherefore didst thou flee secretly, and outwit me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee 
away with mirth and with songs, with tabret and with harp; 28 and didst not suffer me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters? now hast thou done foolishly. 29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt; but the God of your 
father spoke unto me yesternight, saying: Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either good or 
bad. 30 And now that thou art surely gone, because thou sore longest after thy father's house, wherefore hast 
thou stolen my gods?' ...  

9. Rabbi Soloveitchik’s Claim about Yaakov and Egypt (G-d’s promise to Avraham) 
Children will be strangers in another land Yaakov in Lavan’s house 
They will be oppressed, enslaved Yaakov is tricked into service 
Leave with great wealth Yaakov leaves with great wealth 
4th generation will return Yaakov leaves when Yosef is born 
Paroah starts chasing on the 3rd day Lavan begins chase on 3rd day 
210 years 21 years 

 


