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8.

R. Samet citing Cassuto
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Verse 5 ties together the two halves of the story, serving as its central axis: "The Lord DESCENDED to observe
the city and the tower which the CHILDREN OF ADAM had made.” The first difficulty is theological: does God
need to descend in order to observe the actions of the humans? Rashi replies by citing the Tanchuma’s words: ”He
did not need to do so, but He came to teach judges not to condemn the accused until they would see and understand
[the facts of the case].” Cassuto adds,
There is a satirical allusion here: they thought their tower would reach heaven, but in God’s eyes their edifice was
not giant, but rather the creation of puny creatures, a thing of earth and not of heaven. If God, the Dweller of the
Heavens, wanted to see it up close, He had to come down from heaven to earth.

Similarly, the words »children of Adam at the verse’s end, which are strikingly extraneous, prompt Rashi to ask:
nRather than children of whom? Perhaps children of donkeys or camels?” Cassuto attempts to see here as well
satirical allusions: divine beings did not build the tower, as the Babylonian myth claims, but rather children of
Adam built the city and its tower.
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Focus on the word ow



