Doctors and Soldiers Switching Shifts on Shabbat
jziring@torontotorah.com
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A. Our Rabbis taught: [In the verse,] Her husband hath made them void,” and the Lord will forgive her, Scripture is
speaking of a woman whose husband has declared her [vow] void without her knowledge. [intimating] that she requires
atonement and forgiveness.

B. When R. Akiba reached this verse. he wept: 'For if one who intended to take swine’s flesh and by chance takes lambrs
flesh stands in need of atonement and forgiveness, how much more so does one who intended to take swine’s flesh and
actually took it, stand in need thereof’1Z

C. A similar inference may be made [from the verse]. Though he know it not, yet is he guilty and shall bear his iniquity. If
of one who intends to take lambrs flesh and by chance takes swine’s flesh, for instance in the case of [one who ate] a
slice of fat concerning which it was uncertain whether it was of the permitted or the forbidden kind, the text says, ‘and
shall bear his iniquity’, how much more so [is this true] of one who intended to take swine’s flesh and actually took it.

D. Isib. Judah interpreted [the verse], Though he know it not, yet is he guilty and shall bear his iniquity, [as follows]. If of
one who intends to take lambrs flesh and takes swine’s flesh for instance in the case of [one who eats one of] two slices
of fat one of which is forbidden fat and the other permitted fat, the text says, and shall bear his iniquity, how much more
so [is this true] of one who intended to take swine’s flesh and actually took it. For this let them grieve that are fain to
grieve.

E. But what need is there for all these cases? — They are all necessary. For if we had only been told about the woman,
[we might have thought] that atonement and forgiveness are necessary there, because from the very beginning her
intention was to do that which is forbidden, whereas with the slice concerning which it is uncertain whether it is
forbidden or permitted fat, where his intention was to do that which is permitted, [we might have thought] that
atonement and forgiveness are not necessary.

F. If, on the other hand, we had only been told about the latter, [we might have thought] that it is because there is a definite
prohibition involved, whereas the woman whose husband has declared her [vow] void and whose act is [consequently]
permitted, should not require atonement and forgiveness.

G. Again, if we had only been told of these two cases, we might have thought that in these two cases atonement and
forgiveness suffice, since the presence of something forbidden is not definite, whereas with two slices of which one is
forbidden and one permitted fat, where the presence of something forbidden is definite, atonement and forgiveness do
not suffice. We are therefore told that there is no difference.

99990 WY DIND NN (2
NINY 12T 2 N2 N9 N9 PITDW TY 12T NWY> N2 DN ROV 1172 DIPNN 21T DY TIN K 7PN NI INNY 1N KoY ,NON N0
NIMN NOVLHI YA TIODN NORN 12T OV T ,NNNN T2 NN ROVN DYV NXIN NN TITN DY ,N72PN DY P 29517 IR 1N
IMND PIND TIN NIDY NON ,DNY AN DN INMIY DY WIVNID MINT MWD PR 79N ,XVIN MNIVN NIP) '[3’95 ,02 DNV NOT
0N NN PHON S 1Y YY N172PN DN 72297 ,27MIY2 DXV VYYD NINNN NYYAD MR RIPY YT NHN IIVNY WTPNNI Y
MNYN 1N 95NN MIAIPN
What is the sin [of one who sinned inadvertently]? That he was not careful with himself and was not fearful and terrified for
the words of the Omnipresent, that one should not eat or do something until he has examined it very well and it has been
revealed that it is permitted and proper according to G-d’s decrees. This is the reason for accidental sins in the Torah.
Furthermore, all forbidden things dirty the soul and make it impure, as it says and you became impure through them.
Therefore, the accidental sinner is called a sinner. Nevertheless, the accidental sinner should not be punished through
Gehinom and destruction. Rather, he needs to be cleansed of that sin, to be purified and sanctified from it until he is worthy
to the level his deeds would accord him in this world. Therefore, G-d had mercy on his nation and pious ones and gave
them sacrifices to atone for accidental sins.
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I heard from Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Aurbach, that it seems better to have the work done by a Shomer Mitzvot who intends
for the mitzvah, rather than a sinner who intends only for money, even though he would be doing a mitzvah. Still, he is
intended to eat pig and eats sheep... that for this too, there is a problem of “Livnei Iver”. This case may be worse, as they is
desecration of Shabbat, and the doctor may be considered not violating Shabbat only if he intends to save, not if he is
focused on payment.
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It was said: If he heard that a baby was drowning in the sea, and he spread out his net to get fish and got fish, he is liable. If
he intended to get fish, but he got the baby and fish, Rabbah says he is exempt and Rava says he is liable. Rabbah says he is
exempt because we go according to his actions. Rava says he is liable because we go according to his intentions.
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It seems that according to the one who says he is exempt there is not liability, and even rabbinic lashes, when he did it
intentionally- he is still exempt. It seems that the reason is that one who intends for sin and did a mitzvah is totally exempt,
but not if he intended for sin and did something neutral — then he would be liable for rabbinic lashes. [Continues to apply
this to our opening Gemara]
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There is a great reason to permit even non- Shomrei Torah Jews, for if they would stay home, they will violate Shabbat
intentionally with any melacha that he happens upon, no less than he would in the hospital, and [in his house] it is
forbidden. If so, there is no /ifner iverfor switching it for other melachot. It is seems more likely that you have made him
do less, for there are many sick people for whom it is permitted [to do melacha), and much will be rabbinic, while what he
does at home would be biblical.
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Regarding the question of switching on a regular basis with a Shabbat violater, I have been confused for many years. From
the Ramban I derive that the entire [non-Dati] community today are considered accidental sinners in all they do. Therefore,
it would seem that it would be a mitzvah to always cause those who violate Shabbat always to do melachato save lives.
This is because he who knows that it is Shabbat and that the Torah commanded about Shabbat, needs Pikuach Nefesh to
push aside his stringent violations that carry with them the death penalty and karet. On the other hand, he who does not
know, for he is an accidental sinner, we only need to push aside an accidental sin that carries with it a sacrifice. It is clear
that if you can accomplish Pikuach Nefesh with a more stringent prohibition or with a more lenient one, you must do it with
the less stringent... However, this is only during peace time. During war or danger, you should not switch, because if you
become used to this during war, you will easily be endangered trying to find someone else.
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Until this point [ have only spoken from the halachic perspective. However, there is another side. To make these
arrangements between religion and not-religious people, makes it seem as if we have come to terms with the reality that
there are two kinds Jewishness in our nation — religious Judaism and secular Judaism. In truth, we must in pain because of
the “freedom” in Israel, and pray that G-d will bring a spirit from on High to the children who have separated themselves
from the source of life, the belief in the Living G-d, the Torah from Heaven, and bring back the fathers’ hearts through their
children and the children’s hearts through their parents. I’'m worried that these arrangements will create the impression that
we have already given up and it is okay, G-d forbid, and they are our Shabbat goyim, as if we have totally given up and
relinquished them.



