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The Rabbis taught: If you ask a scholar and he declares something impure, don’t ask another scholar to declare it pure. To
a scholar and he forbade it, don’t ask a scholar to permit it.
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Do we follow two stringencies? Didn’t we learn in a Beraita that the law is always like Beit Hillel, and one who wants to
follow Beit Shammai, can; if he wants to follows Beit Hillel, he can; like the leniencies of Beit Shammai and the leniencies
of Beit Hillel, he is evil; like the stringencies of Beit Shammai and the stringencies of Beit Hillel — about him the verse says
“The fool walks in the darkness”; Rather either like Beit Shammai’s leniencies and stringencies or like Beit Hillel’s
leniencies and stringencies?
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Ulla visited Pumbadita. They brought him a blood sample [of Niddah], but he did not look at it. He said, “If R. Elazar was
the master of Israel, and when he visited R. Yehuda he would not look at the blood, should I look at it?t”
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Therefore, it seems to me that even if he made a mistake in judgement [i.e. rather than in basic sources], we can reverse his
[see Rashi]. Furthermore, the Torah decision if he agrees... [because this law is based on] the honor of the first scholar
should not look like two Torot, these forbidding and these... However, if the first heard the arguments of the second and
agreed that he had made a mistake in judgement, or he did not agree, but the second was greater than he, the second can
reverse the first’s decision and permit what he had forbidden. This is what I think the Halacha should be in theory, but
practically, I do not have the authority to argue on the great authorities.
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Since he asked him first, he accepted in his heart to follow as he would direct him.
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The Raavad rules that even if the first retracted, he must be stringent. [The Meiri argues.]
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It does not mean “don’t ask” ab initio because of the honor of the first one. It means that even post facto, if he asked [the
second scholar] the declaration of the latter that it is permitted or pure means nothing. Since the first is a scholar and
worthy of ruling, when he ruled that it was forbidden or impure, he made it a piece of forbidden food... Meaning, [the
second] is not allowed [to rule], and if he does, it means nothing... However, this is only if he made a mistake in judgment.
If he erred regarding basic sources, his ruling is not a ruling at all, and the forbidden status does not take effect, and his
friend can permit it... Rather, it is certain as we said, that wherever they are equal, and they argue, the forbidden status does
not take effect on that object, and the lenient one can rule leniently for others concerning that object, and one who wants to
rely on him and be lenient for that piece, he has that right.
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These and these are the words of the Living God [alt. the living words of God]. The French scholars asked: How is it
possible that both will be the words of the Living God when one forbids and one permits? They answer that when Moshe
when up to heaven to receive the Torah, they showed him concerning every issue 49 ways to forbid and 49 ways to permit.
He asked God about this, and [God said] that it will be given over to the scholars of Israel in each generation, and the rule
will follow them.
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It could be that it is not forbidden for the questioner if he does not tell him that he asked someone else who forbade it. Ifhe
tells him that he asked, it is permitted, but the scholar should be careful not to permit it.
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R. Eliezer said: If he did not bring the tools on Friday, he can bring it on Shabbat uncovered... R. Eliezer also said” you
can cut wood to make charcoal to make iron tools. R. Akiva set forth arule: Any melacha that could have been done on
Friday does not override Shabbat. If it could not be done on Friday, it overrides Shabbat... The Rabbis taught: In R.
Eliezer’s place, they would cut wood to make charcoal for iron tools on Shabbat. In R. Yosi HaGlili’s place, they would eat
chicken and milk. Levi visited the house of Yosef Rishba and they brought him a fish head in milk and he did not eat.
When he came to Rebbe, he said “why didn’t you excommunicate them?” He said, it’s R. Yehuda b. Beteira’s place, and |
said maybe he ruled like R. Yosi HaGlili...
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The Raavad explained that it brough this story to teach you about the reward that God gave them for fulfilling “do not
stray”. Since R. Eliezer was worthy of ruling, as long as the law had not been finalized, they could act like him (see
Yevamot). In his place, they acted like him to fulfill “Don’t stray from the things they tell you right or left, even if they tell
you right is left” — and they were rewarded for this. How much more so concerning all other rabbinic things, that one who
fulfills them is rewarded.
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Based on this, all those had the custom to follow one great authority, [such as] those who follow Rif, and those places who
follow Rambam. They made these greats like their teachers. However, if there is a scholar who is worthy of ruling and he
sees proof to forbid that which they permit, because they are not actually their teachers, for if they would act unlike them, it
would be making light in their rabbi’s honor in their place.
13. Minority Opinions and their Role in Hora’ah, Milin HavivinVolume 4: Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot
This ruling of Rashba moves the concept beyond the limitations of specific time and place and makes the ideological and
halakhic affiliation with a particular authority’s rulings at the center of the mandate. One can plausibly extend this concept
beyond the boundaries of any reference to geographic area as well. Once one claims that the concept of following the view
of an individual scholar extends beyond his death or his actual place of domicile, the road is clear to an expansive reading
of this notion. Thus, a Belzer Chasid who lives in Capetown, South Africa or a transplanted Washington Heights yekke
who was a member of Kehillath Adath Jeshurun and was now living in San Jose could continue to follow the practices and
psakim that they felt loyalty to in their day to day life.

1 1250 239300 1y .14
NN 199NN MAPY DIPNRN VYT MY MDD NN 1DAP ON 19V 11 )T NDAP 7Y 8AYMAY DINUYY ¥ D7) Y 1IN
DN DMMPNN DNITN 0N . 0NN NN MNIY NDNN 299 ONPHY MDY PYNIN NNIIN 1IN ... NANN 9D NN NNN
NINNT NI IV 9PN »/RAY DIPN Y92 "Y ¥ MYNIN 390V N8N .MYNIN NNIIN DY 7IVWINI NON D¥9apnN
[Explaining why psak is binding] It seems to me, that they made them their teachers through this acceptance. Therefore,
they gave them the authority of the local judges to establish law to obligate the community. The Chief Rabbinate was
accepted by most of the community in Israel as their teachers. Even local rabbis need its acceptance. Therefore, the Chief
Rabbinate has the status of Mara D’ Atara in all of Israel.
15. The Israeli Chief Rabbinate: A Current Halakhic Perspective,” Tradition 26:4, Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein:
... as we turn to examine the current state of the Chief Rabbinate in Israel, one wonders how much of the foregoing is truly
relevant. The contribution of the rabbanut harashit to the administration and supervision of areas crucial to Halakhic
existence is obvious. Equally self-evident, however, is the fact that, as a quintessential rabbinic authority—whether as
spiritual leadership in the broader sense or with regard to the specific area of pesak—it now carries relatively limited
weight. Secularists and haredim largely ignore it, while the non-Orthodox actively fight it. Its status in the dati-leumi
community is more secure, but, even there, many offer it little more than honorific lip-service, having recourse to it only at
their convenience. Moreover, as it has become increasingly regarded as the virtual patrimony of a dominant faction, its base
of support has narrowed and the number of those who truly look to it for guidance has dwindled. Even within the world of
yeshivot hesder, there are not many who, confronted with conflicting pesakim of the rabbanut harashit and, say, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, would routinely prefer the former.... When there is reasonable consensus about the appointive
procedure, the status can be readily conferred and assume Halakhic force. In its absence, however, the title rings hollow. As
previously noted, it is entirely possible that even if the choice of a central authority be optional, if a community has decided
to create the post, decisions of its occupant may become binding. That only obtains, however, so long as the institution, and
whoever is invested with its power, is truly recognized. ... There is little doubt that the Chief Rabbinate is not presently
master of what it regards as its own domain. To its proponents, it is a proto-Messianic precursor. To many, however, it is
either anachronistic or premature. One may celebrate this fact or lament it; but I don t see how it can be questioned.
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