Approaches to the Age of the Universe

| Introductory sources
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Approaches to the Age of the Universe

| 19" century sources
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Approaches to the Age of the Universe

| Challenge

15 Rabbi Menachem M. Schneersohn, A letter on Science and Judaism

The argument from the discovery of fossils is by no means conclusive evidence of the great antiquity of the earth,
for the following reasons:

(a) In view of the unknown conditions which existed in "prehistoric” times, conditions of atmospheric pressures,
temperatures, radio-activity, unknown catalyzers, etc., etc. as already mentioned, conditions that is, which could
have caused reactions and changes of an entirely different nature and tempo from those known under the present-
day orderly processes of nature, one cannot exclude the possibility that dinosaurs existed 5722 years ago, and
became fossilized under terrific natural cataclysms in the course of a few years rather than in millions of years,
since we have no conceivable measurements or criteria of calculations under those unknown conditions.

(b) Even assuming that the period of time which the Torah allows for the age of the world is definitely too short for
fossilization (although | do not see how one can be so categorical), we can still readily accept the possibility that
God created ready fossils, bones or skeletons (for reasons best known to Him), just as He could create ready living
organisms, a complete man, and such ready products as oil, coal, or diamonds, without any evolutionary process.

As for the question, if it be true as above (b) why did God have to create fossils in the first place? The answer is
simple: We cannot know the reason why God chose this manner of creation in preference to another, and whatever
theory of creation is accepted, the question will always remain unanswered. The question, Why create a fossil? Is
no more valid than the question, Why create an atom? Certainly, such a question cannot serve as a sound
argument, much less as a logical basis, for the evolutionary theory.

16 Rav Kook, Orot HaKodesh

THE EVOLUTIONARY WAY OF THINKING, so popular as a result of recent scientific studies, has caused
considerable upheaval among many people whose thought had been wont to run in certain regular, well-defined
paths. Not so, however, for the select, hard-thinking few who have always seen a gradual, evolutionary
development in the world's most intimate spiritual essence. For them it is not difficult to apply, by analogy, the same
principle to the physical development of the visible world. It is indeed fitting that the emergence of the latter should
parallel the spiritual development of all being, where no step in the gradually unfolding pattern is ever left vacant.
Ordinary people, on the other hand, find it very hard to embrace a complete and comprehensive evolutionary view
and are unable to reconcile such a view with a spiritual outlook on life.

These hesitations have nothing to do with any difficulty in reconciling the verses of the Torah or other traditional
texts with an evolutionary standpoint. Nothing is easier than this. Everyone knows that here, if anywhere, is the
realm of parable, allegory and allusion. In these most profound matters people are willing to accept that the true
meaning lies on the mystical plane, far above what is apparent to the superficial eye. Their ears are attuned to the
concept sitrey torah ("secrets of the Torah") and when told that this verse or the other belongs to that realm they
are satisfied. Here they are at one with the more sophisticated thinker who senses the inner meaning of theSublime
poem which lies hidden within these ancient phrases.

People do find difficulty however in holding within one spiritual context two apparently conflicting approaches to
creation. On the one hand there are their previous simpler, and in a sense less demanding, thoughtpatterns, in
which creation is characterised by sudden discontinuities. On the other there is the unfamiliar but increasingly
popular conception of the gradual unfolding of all things within an evolutionary context.

To bridge this gap we need to turn on a great searchlight of educative power so that the illumination gradually
penetrates all strata of our community, so that a well-ordered and well-articulated unified outlook wins general
acceptance.

Rav Yitzhak deMin Akko
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