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דברים פרק ל 
(א) וְהָיָה כִי יָבֹאוּ עָלֶיךָ כָּל הַדְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶּה הַבְּרָכָה וְהַקְּלָלָה אֲשֶׁר נָתַתִּי לְפָנֶיךָ וַהֲשֵׁבֹתָ אֶל לְבָבֶךָ בְּכָל הַגּוֹיִם אֲשֶׁר הִדִּיחֲךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ שָׁמָּה: (ב) וְשַׁבְתָּ עַד יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ וְשָׁמַעְתָּ בְקֹלוֹ כְּכֹל אֲשֶׁר אָנֹכִי מְצַוְּךָ הַיּוֹם אַתָּה וּבָנֶיךָ בְּכָל לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל נַפְשֶׁךָ: (ג) וְשָׁב יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ אֶת שְׁבוּתְךָ וְרִחֲמֶךָ וְשָׁב וְקִבֶּצְךָ מִכָּל הָעַמִּים אֲשֶׁר הֱפִיצְךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ שָׁמָּה: (ד) אִם יִהְיֶה נִדַּחֲךָ בִּקְצֵה הַשָּׁמָיִם מִשָּׁם יְקַבֶּצְךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ וּמִשָּׁם יִקָּחֶךָ: (ה) וֶהֱבִיאֲךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר יָרְשׁוּ אֲבֹתֶיךָ וִירִשְׁתָּהּ וְהֵיטִבְךָ וְהִרְבְּךָ מֵאֲבֹתֶיךָ:

שמואל ב פרק ה 
(ה) בְּחֶבְרוֹן מָלַךְ עַל יְהוּדָה שֶׁבַע שָׁנִים וְשִׁשָּׁה חֳדָשִׁים וּבִירוּשָׁלִַם מָלַךְ שְׁלֹשִׁים וְשָׁלֹשׁ שָׁנָה עַל כָּל יִשְׂרָאֵל וִיהוּדָה: (ו) וַיֵּלֶךְ הַמֶּלֶךְ וַאֲנָשָׁיו יְרוּשָׁלִַם אֶל הַיְבֻסִי יוֹשֵׁב הָאָרֶץ וַיֹּאמֶר לְדָוִד לֵאמֹר לֹא תָבוֹא הֵנָּה כִּי אִם הֱסִירְךָ הַעִוְרִים וְהַפִּסְחִים לֵאמֹר לֹא יָבוֹא דָוִד הֵנָּה: (ז) וַיִּלְכֹּד דָּוִד אֵת מְצֻדַת צִיּוֹן הִיא עִיר דָּוִד:
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A NATURAL BEGINNING OF THE REDEMPTION

THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL, for which we long, is not to
be imagined as a sudden miracle. The Almighty, blessed be His Name,
will not suddenly descend from on high and command His people to
go forth. He will not send the Messiah from heaven in a twinkling of
an eye, to sound the great trumpet for the scattered of Israel and
gather them into Jerusalem. He will not surround the Holy City with
a wall of fire or cause the Holy Temple to descend from the heavens.
The bliss and the miracles that were promised by His servants, the
prophets, will certainly come to pass—everything will be fulfilled—but
we will not run in terror and flight, for the Redemption of Isracl will
come by slow degrees and the ray of deliverance will shine forth grad-
ually.

My dear reader! Cast aside the conventional view that the Messiah
will suddenly sound a blast on the great trumpet and cause all the
inhabitants of the earth to tremble. On the contrary, the Redemption
will begin by awakening support among the philanthropists and by
gaining the consent of the nations to the gathering of some of the
scattered of Israel into the Holy Land.

The prophet Isaiah (27:6 and 12-13) expressed this thought as fol-
lows: “In the days to come shall Jacob take root, Israel shall blossom
and bud; and the face of the world shall be filled with fruitage. And
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord will beat off his fruit
from the flood of the River unto the Brook of Egypt, and ye shall be
gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel. And it shall come to pass
in that day, that a great horn shall be blown; and they that were lost
in the land of Assyria, and they that were dispersed in the land of
Egypt; and they shall worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jeru-
salem.” He thus revealed that all of Israel would not return from exile
at one time, but would be gathered by degrees, as the grain is slowly
gathered from the beaten corn. The meaning of, “In the days to come
Jacob shall take root,” in the first verse above, is that the Almighty
would make those who came first—at the beginning of the Redemp-
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tion—tiie root planted in the earth to produce many sprigs. Afterward
Israel will blossom forth in the Holy Land, for the root will yield buds
which will increase and multiply until they cover the face of the earth
with fruit. This conception of the Redemption is also implied in the
statement (Isaiah 11:11): “And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the Lord will set His hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of His people, that shall remain from Assyria and from
Egypt. . .” Itis evident that both a first and a second ingathering are
intended: the function of the first will be to pioneer the land, after
which Israel will blossom forth to a most exalted degree.

Can we logically explain why the Redemption will begin in a natu-
ral manner and why the Lord, in His love for His people, will not
immediately send the Messiah in an obvious miracle? Yes, we can. We
know that all our worship of God is in the form of trials by which He
tests us. When God created man and placed him in the Garden of
iden, He also planted the Tree of Knowledge and then commanded
..all not to eat of it. Why did he put the Tree in the Garden, if not as
a trial? Why did He allow the Snake to enter the Garden, to tempt
man, if not to test whether man would observe God’s command?
When Isracl went forth from Egypt, God again tested man’s faith
.:th hunger and thirst along the way. The laws given us in the Torah?!
about unclean animals which are forbidden us as food are also a con-
tinuous trial—else why did the Almighty make them so tempting and
succulent? Throughout the days of our dispersion we have suffered
martyrdom for the sanctity of God’s Name; we have been dragged
from land to land and have borne the yoke of exile through the ages,
all for the sake of His holy Torah and as a further stage of the testing
of our faith.

If the Almighty would suddenly appear, one day in the future,
through undeniable miracles, this would be no trial. What straining
of our faith would there be in the face of the miracles and wonders
attending a clear heavenly command to go up and inherit the land
and cnjoy its good fruit? Under such circumstances what fool would
not go there, not because of his love of God, but for his own selfish
sake? Only a natural beginning of the Redemption is a true test of
those who initiate it. Too concentrate all one’s encrgy on this holy work
and to renounce home and fortune for the sake of living in Zion before
“the voice of gladness” and “the voice of joy” are heard—there is no
greater merit or trial than this.

I have found support for this view in The Paths of Faith:2 “When
~any Jews, pious and lcarned in the Torah, will volunteer to go to the
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Land of Israel and settle in Jerusalem, motivated by a desire to serve,
by purity of spirit, and by love of holiness; when they will come, by
ones and twos, from all four corners of the world; and when many will
settle there and their prayers will increase at the holy mountain in
Jerusalem—the Creator will then heed them and hasten the Day of
Redemption.” For all this to come about there must first be Jewish
settlement in the Land; without such settlement, how can the ingath-
ering begin?

THE HOLINESS OF LABOR ON THE LAND

THERE ARE MANY who will refuse to support the poor of the
Holy Land by saying: “Why should we support people who choose
idleness, who are lazy and not interested in working, and who prefer to
depend upon the Jews of the Diaspora3 to support them?” To be sure,
this is an argument put forth by Satan, for the people of Palestine are
students of the Torah, unaccustomed from the time of their youth to
physical labor. Most of them came from distant shores, risking their
very lives for the privilege of living in the Holy Land. In this country,
which is strange to them, how could they go about finding a business
or an occupation, when they had never in their lives done anything of
this kind? Their eyes can only turn to their philanthropic brethren, of
whom they ask only enough to keep body and soul together, so that
they can dwell in that Land which is God’s portion on earth.

Yet, in order to silence this argument once and for all, I would
suggest that an organization be established to encourage settlement in
the Holy Land, for the purpose of purchasing and cultivating farms
and vineyards. Such a program would appear as a ray of deliverance to
those now living in the Land in poverty and famine. The pittance that
is gathered from the entire Jewish world for their support is not
enough to satisfy their hunger; indeed, in Jerusalem, the city which
should be a source of blessing and well-being, many pious and saintly
people are fainting of hunger in the streets.

'The situation would be different if we were inspired by the fervor
of working the land with our own hands. Surely, God would bless our
labor and there would be no need to import grain from Egypt and
other neighboring countries, for our harvest would prosper greatly.
Once the Jews in the Holy Land began to eat of their own produce the
financial aid of the Diaspora would suffice.

Another great advantage of agricultural settlement is that we would



[image: image8.png]114 PRECURSORS

have the privilege of observing the religious commandments that at-
tach to working the soil of the Holy Land.* The Jews who supervised
the actual laborers would be aiding in the working of the land and
would therefore have the same status as if they had personally fulfilled
these commandments.

But, beyond all this, Jewish farming would be a spur to the ultimate
Messianic Redemption. As we bring redemption to the land in a “this-
worldly” way, the rays of heavenly deliverance will gradually appear.

Let no stubborn opponent of these thoughts maintain that those
who labor day and night will be taken away from the study of the
Torah and from spiritual to secular concerns. This counterargument is
shortsighted. On the contrary, the policy we propose will add dignity
to the Torah. “If there is no bread, there can be no study”; if there will
be bread in the land, people will then be able to study with peace of
mind. In addition, we are sure that there are many in the Holy Land
who are not students of the Torah and who long to work the land.
These will support the physically infirm scholars to whom no man
would dare say: Work the land! but to whom all would say that they
should devote themselves entirely to serving the Lord.

Such a policy would also raise our dignity among the nations, for
they would say that the children of Israel, too, have the will to redeem
the land of their ancestors, which is now so barren and forsaken.

Why do the people of Italy and of other countries sacrifice their lives
for the land of their fathers, while we, like men bereft of strength and
courage, do nothing? Are we inferior to all other peoples, who have no
regard for life and fortune as compared with love of their land and
nation? Let us take to heart the examples of the Italians, Poles, and
Hungarians, who laid down their lives and possessions in the struggle
for national independence, while we, the children of Israel, who have
the most glorious and holiest of lands as our inheritance, are spiritless
and silent. We should be ashamed of ourselves! All the other peoples
have striven only for the sake of their own national honor; how much
more should we exert ourselves, for our duty is to labor not only for the
glory of our ancestors but for the glory of God who chose Zion!




