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Czar Alexander II (1818-1881 / Reign: 1855-1881)
Jacob Brafman (c 1825-79) -  Book of the Kahal (1869, 1875)

[image: image1.png]Guernsey-
ey





[image: image2.jpg]



The assassination of Alexander II. Drawing by G. Broling (1881)

	


Czar Alexander III 

(1845-1894 / Reign: 1881-1894)


	


Konstantin Pobyedonostsyev
1827-1907


"מַשָּׂא מִדְבַּר יָם כְּסוּפוֹת בַּנֶּגֶב לַחֲלֹף מִמִּדְבָּר בָּא מֵאֶרֶץ נוֹרָאָה" (ישעיה כ"א, א)
May Laws (May 3, 1882)
1. "As a temporary measure, and until a general revision is made of their legal status, it is decreed that the Jews be forbidden to settle anew outside, of towns and boroughs, exceptions being admitted only in the case of existing Jewish agricultural colonies." 

2. "Temporarily forbidden are the issuing of mortgages and other deeds to Jews, as well as the registration of Jews as lessees of real property situated outside of towns and boroughs; and also the issuing to Jews of powers of attorney to manage and dispose of such real property." 

3. "Jews are forbidden to transact business on Sundays and on the principal Christian holy days; the existing regulations concerning the closing of places of business belonging to Christians on such days to apply to Jews also." 

4. "The measures laid down in paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 shall apply only to the governments within the Pale of Jewish Settlement."
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feromt ie sergen

... We expected a pogrom during the
Christmas holidays and the city was in a state
of siege. Before the holidays we went to the
governor and asked for protection. The Cos-
sacks were called and the stores closed for

three days. And now, although the holidavs
have passed quietly (i.e., there were noriots:

our fears have not been allayed and we expec:
a pogrom at any minute. In brief, we see n®

end to our anxiety. For ahead of us are the




[image: image6.png]zvil New Year, the “Week of Butter,” the
—ioliday of Baptism and Easter. How many
:nreats and curses we heard before the holi-
Zays! If someone gets into an argument with
: Christian the latter immediately says: “‘Just
wait, soon we'll settle all the scores,” or
something similar or even worse. What kind
>t life is this? If I had the courage I would kill
zlthose close to me and then myself, and the

farce would be over. If I do not, some drunk-
-en riff-raff will come along, ravish myv wife

and daughter and throw mv infant Sonia

.from the third-floor window. Would it not be

better for me to kill evervone? What a miser-
able creature is the Jew! Even swhen the ad-
vantage is clear to him he cannot summon the
courage to do a good thing. Death awaits us

‘in any case, so why should we wait?
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Trans. here by L. Sachs.



 

