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Simon Dubnov, History of the Jews of Russia and Poland, vol II, pp 209:

How these unfortunate youngsters were driven to their places of destination we learn from the description of Alexander Hertzen [a famous Russian writer (1812-1870), was exiled to the government of Vyatka for propagating liberal doctrines], who chanced to meet a batch of Jewish cantonists on his involuntary journey through Vyatka, in 1835. At one of the post stations in some God-forsaken village of the Vyatka government he met the escorting officer. The following dialogue ensued between the two:
	 Hertzen in 1860


"Whom do you carry and to what place?"

"Well, sir, you see, they got together a bunch of these accursed Jewish youngsters between the age of eight and nine. I suppose they are meant for the fleet, but how should I know? At first the command was to drive them to Perm. Now there is a change. We are told to drive them to Kazan. I have had them on my hands for a hundred versts or thereabouts. The officer that turned them over to me told me they were an awful nuisance. A third of them remained on the road (at this the officer pointed with his finger to the ground). Half of them will not get to their destination," he added.

"Epidemics, I suppose?", I inquired, stirred to the very core.

"No, not exactly epidemics; but they just fall like flies. Well, you know, these Jewish boys are so puny and delicate. They can't stand mixing dirt for ten hours, with dry biscuits to live on. Again everywhere strange folks, no father, no mother, no caresses. Well then, you just hear a cough and the youngster is dead. Hello, corporal, get out the small fry!" 

The little ones were assembled and arrayed in a military line. It was one of the most terrible spectacles I have ever witnessed. Poor, poor children! The boys of twelve or thirteen managed somehow to stand up, but the little ones of eight and ten.... No brush, however black, could convey the terror of this scene on the canvas. Pale, worn out, with scared looks, this is the way they stood in their uncomfortable, rough soldier uniforms, with their starched, turned-up collars, fixing an inexpressibly helpless and pitiful gaze upon the garrisoned soldiers, who were handling them rudely. White lips, blue lines under the eyes betokened either fever or cold. And these poor children, without care, without a caress, exposed to the wind which blows unhindered from the Arctic Ocean, were marching to their death. I seized the officer's hand, and, with the words: "Take good care of them! ", threw myself into my carriage. I felt like sobbing, and I knew I could not master myself....
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[V.] 24. The responsibility for fulfilling the
military obligations falls upon the Jewish
communities themselves. They shall follow
the dictates of the appropriate provincial au-
thority. . ..

Exemptions:

58. In addition to merchants, rabbis also are
exempt from military service. They must
show proper documents proving their
title. . ..

62. Jewish youths who are enrolled in gen-
eral schools for a minimum of three years and
who perform adequately and those appren-
ticed to Gentile artisans are exempt from
military service for the duration of their
studies. . . .

64. Jews who have settled and who work
upon land designated for agricultural pur-
poses are exempt. . ..

X. The Assignment of Jews to Various
Branches of the Military.

74. Jewish minors—those under 18—sha_
be sent to preparatory institutions for militarv
training [i.e., cantonist units].

75. Jews from the age of eighteen and up-
wards shall be assigned to active militar.
duty according to their physical condition, a:
ordered by the military command.

XI. Jews Evading the Draft.

87. Whoever discloses the names of those
who hide a Jew escaping the draft, shall re-
ceive a reward in the sum ! one hundrec
rubles from the treasury. ..

90. For the purpose of release from the
draft, only time spent in active duty after the
age of eighteen shall be taken into account

91. Jews in active military duty are permi:-
ted to observe their religious customs durinz
their spare time. This is in accordance with the
law of the land concerning accepted rel-
gions. Commanding officers shall protect the
Jews from disturbances or abuses which ma+
be caused by their religious affiliation.
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3. Statutes Regarding the Military Service of Jews

(August 26, 1827)1

I. General Rules Applying to the Jewish
People.

1. Upon being called to military service,
Jews shall fulfill their obligation in a manner
identical to that of other citizens who are
members of that class which is required to
serve in the armed forces. . . .

II. Manner of Fulfilling Military Draft Obliga-
tions.

6. If, at the time of the call to service, it is
generally permitted to substitute a sum of
money for a recruit, this privilege shall be

extended to Jews under the following condi-
tions: (a) The Jewish community owes no
back taxes to the government; (b) The com-
munity is not in debt to other communities or
individuals. . . .

8. Jews presented by the community for the
purpose of military service must be no
younger than twelve and no older than
twenty-five years of age. . ..

[II.] 13. The Jews of each province must fill
their quota of recruits independently of the
Gentile population thereof. . ..




