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9. Edict of Tolerance?

We, Joseph the Second by the Grace of God,
elected Roman Emperor, at all times the En-
larger of the Empire, King of Germany, Hun-
garv and Bohemia, etc., Archduke in Austria,
Duke of Burgundy and Lorraine, send Our
Grace to all and graciously make known the
following:

From the ascension to Our reign We have
directed Our most preeminent attention to
the end that all Our subjects without distinc-
tion of nationalitv and religion, once they
have been admitted and tolerated in Our
States, shall participate in common in public
welfare, the increase of which is Our care,

shall enjoy legal freedom and not find any
obstacles in any honest ways of gaining their
livelihood and of increasing general industri-
ousness.

Since however the laws and the so-called
Jewish Regulations [Judenordnungen] pertain-
ing to the Jewish nation [ Nazion] prevailing in
Our hereditary countries in general and par-
ticularly in Vienna and Lower Austria are not
always compatible with these Our most gra-
cious intentions, We hereby will amend them
by the virtue of this present edict in so far as
the difference in times and conditions neces-
sitates it. ’

Source: Alfred Pribram, Urkunden und Akten zur Geschichte der Juden in Wien (Vienna, 1918),vol. 1,
pp. 494-500. Raphael Mahler, ed. and trans., Jewish Emancipation, A Selection of Documents by R. Mabhler,
Pamphlet Series, Jews and the Post-War World, no.1 (New York: The American Jewish Committee, 1941),
pp. 18-20. Reprinted by permission of the American Jewish Committee.




[image: image2.png]The favors granted to the Jewish nation by
this present amendment, whereby the latest
Jewish Regulation of May 5, 1764, is fully
repealed consist of the following;:

As it is our goal to make the Jewish nation
useful and serviceable to the State, mainly
through better education and enlightenment
of its youth as well as by directing them to the
sciences, the arts and the crafts. We hereby
grant and order:. . .

8. Graciously, that the tolerated Jews? may
send their children to the Christian primary
and secondary schools so that they have at
least the opportunity to learn reading, writ-
ing and counting,.

9. With regard to schools of higher degrees
which were never forbidden to Jewish co-
religionists, We hereby merely renew and
confirm this permission.

10. In order to facilitate their future means
of support and to prepare the necessary ways
of gaining a livelihood We hereby most
graciously permit them from now to learn all
kinds of crafts or trades here as well as else-
where from Christian masters, certainly also
amongst themselves, and to this end to ap-
prentice themselves to Christian masters to
work as their journeymen, and the latter [the
Christian craftsmen] may accept them with-
out hesitation. This, however, should not be
interpreted as if We wish to exercise any
compulsion on Jews and Christians. We
merely grant both sides full freedom to come
to an understanding about this amongst
themselves to their satisfaction.

11. We hereby further grant to the Jewish
nation the general license to carry on all kinds
of trade, without however the right of citi-
zenship and mastership from which they re-
main excluded, to be carried on by them
freely, only consequently as it is usual here
and even then not before having obtained,
same as Christians do, from the Magistrat in
this city from the government of Lower Aus-
tria in the country. .. and We further

12. Grant to the Jewish co-religionists the

completely free choice of all non-civic

branches of commerce and authorize them to
apply for the right of wholesale trade under

the same conditions and with the same liber-
ties as are obtained and carried on by Our
Christian subjects. . . .

15. Considering the numerous openings in
trades and manifold contacts with Christians
resulting therefrom, the care for maintaining
common confidence requires that the He-
brew and the so-called Jewish language and
writing of Hebrew intermixed with German

.. shall be abolished.

16. In order to facilitate the tolerated Jews
in their trades also with regard to the ques-
tion of servants, it shall be permitted to them
from now on to employ as many Jewish as
well as Christian servants as their business
requires. . ..

18. By the present Decree We hereby per-
mit the existing restrictions with regard to
definite Jewish houses to lapse and allow
tolerated Jews to lease at their choice their
own residences in the city as well as in the
suburbs.

19. No less do We hereby completely
abolish the head toll hitherto levied on for-
eign Jews and permit them to enter Our resi-
dence from time to time in order to carry on
their business. .

23. Besides, We hereby completely remove
the double court and chancellery fees
hitherto in force only for Jews, and [We re-
move]

24. In general all hitherto customary dis-
tinctive marks and distinctions, such as the
wearing of beards, the prohibition against
leaving their homes before twelve o’clock on
Sundays and holidays, the frequenting of
places of public amusement and the like; on
the contrary, it shall be permitted to
wholesale merchants and their sons as well as
to people of such rank to carry swords.

25. Since by these favors We almost place
the Jewish nation on an equal level with
‘adherents of other religious associations in
respect to trade and employment of civil and
‘domestic facilities, We hereby earnestly ad-
vise them to observe scrupulously all politi-
ical civil and judicial laws of the country to
‘which they are bound as all other inhabitants,
just as they remain subject with respect to all
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and municipal authorities within their juris-
diction and pertinent activities.

Done in our City of Residence Vienna, the

1. Promulgated on January 2, 1782 by Joseph II
(1741-1790), king of Germany (1764-1790) and
Holy Roman emperor (1765-1790). This edict—
appertaining initially to Lower Austria only—
reflects Joseph II's policy of enlightened ab-
solutism: religious tolerance, the encouragement
of education, and unrestricted trade. This is the
first of a series of edicts designed to end the social
and economic isolation of the Jews and render
them useful to the state. In 1781, Joseph II forbade
the Jews the use of Yiddish and Hebrew in their
public and commercial records. An edict of 1784
abolished rabbinical juridical autonomy; edicts in

second day of January, 1782, in the
eighteenth year of Our reign in the Roman
Empire and in the second year of reign in Our
hereditary lands.

1787 and 1788 made Jews liable for military service
and obliged them to adopt German-sounding per-
sonal and family names, to be chosen from a
government-prepared list. Although generally
hailed by upper-class and educated Jews, the vast
majority of Jews viewed these edicts as a sinister
attempt to undermine their traditional way of life.

2. The edict confirmed the category of “‘tolerated
Jew,” and indeed maintained the restrictions re-
garding their number. The “tolerated Jews,” how-
ever, were now granted new cultural and economic
opportunities.
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אסתר פרק ט 
(ל) וַיִּשְׁלַח סְפָרִים אֶל כָּל הַיְּהוּדִים אֶל שֶׁבַע וְעֶשְׂרִים וּמֵאָה מְדִינָה מַלְכוּת אֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ דִּבְרֵי שָׁלוֹם וֶאֱמֶת: (לא) לְקַיֵּם אֶת יְמֵי הַפֻּרִים הָאֵלֶּה בִּזְמַנֵּיהֶם כַּאֲשֶׁר קִיַּם עֲלֵיהֶם מָרְדֳּכַי הַיְּהוּדִי וְאֶסְתֵּר הַמַּלְכָּה וְכַאֲשֶׁר קִיְּמוּ עַל נַפְשָׁם וְעַל זַרְעָם דִּבְרֵי הַצֹּמוֹת וְזַעֲקָתָם:
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8. Words of Peace and Truth!

{

his way”’], and even when he is old he will

Said the wisest of men: “Educate a youth in
not depart from it"” (Prov. 22:6). This state-

the path he is to take [literally: ““according to
Source: Naphtali Herz Wessely, Divrei Shalom ve’Emet (Berlin, 1782), chaps. 1, 3, 4 and 5. Trans. here by S.
Weinstein and S. Fischer.
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youth,” that is, one should be educated in his
youth, when his heart is unsullied by the
vanities of the world and by the perversities
of strange ideas. For when his heart is like
clean and smooth paper it shall be easiest to
write words of truth upon it, and they shall be
well inscribed. The second part—""according
to his way,” that is, according to his qualities
and potential. For the disposition of men and
their spiritual faculties are not the same; what
is easy for one to receive and retain will be
difficult for another, while other matters will
be easy for the latter and difficult for the
former. ... And if he shall be educated in his
youth, and the education will be according to
his way, then “when he is old he will not
depart from it.”

Now, in order to educate the youths of
Israel in the proper manner, two types of
studies should be established. The first type
is the study of “human knowledge” [Torat
ha’'Adam], that is, those matters which earn
for their possessors the title “man’’ [Adam],
since he who lacks this knowledge hardly
deserves this title, as shall be explained. The
second type is the study of the Torah of God,
that is, God’s laws and teachings, matters
that are above human reason and that were
made known to Moses through prophetic
revelation. Had the Torah not come to us in
this divine fashion, it would have remained
hidden from even the most sagacious of men,
for its contents cannot be deduced from the
fixed laws of nature. Moreover, only the seed
of Israel is obligated by the laws of the To-
rah. ...

In general, “human knowledge” is com-
prised of etiquette, the ways of morality and
good character, civility and clear, graceful
expression; these matters and their like are
implanted in man’s reason. He who pos-
sesses “human knowledge” will gain much
from the poetic expression of the divine
Torah and from the ways of God that are
written therein. . .. Similarly, history, geog-
raphy, astronomy and the like—which are
inscribed in the mind of man as innate “'pri-
mary ideas” whose foundation is reason—
produce truths in every matter of wisdom.

Included in this category of knowledge are
the natural sciences, which provide genuine
knowledge about all things: animals, plants,
minerals, the elements, meteorology (clouds
and their effects), botany, anatomy,
medicine, chemistry, etc. Itis in man’s power
to study all of these phenomena by means of
his senses and reason; he does not need
anything divine to comprehend them. . ..
Now, “human knowledge” is anterior to
the exalted divine laws. Hence it is proper
that in his youth man should crown himself
with the fear of God, with the rules of
etiquette and with knowledge to which the
appellation “human” is appropriate. With
this knowledge he will prepare his heart to
learn the laws and teachings of God. . . . From
Adam to Moses twenty-six generations
elapsed and during this time men acted ac-
cording to ““human knowledge” alone, that is
according to the seven Noachide laws? and
their details as they have been affirmed by the
majority of sages, as well as the etiquette, to
the arts and to the sciences, all of which are
included in “worldly affairs.” This “human
knowledge” benefits the commonweal, as it
teaches how to avail oneself of all things
under the sun. It is responsible for man’s
success in all his worldly endeavors and pro-
vides a means for every man to be an aid to
his fellow through his affairs and actions.
Therefore he who lacks “human knowl-
edge,” even though he has learned the laws
and teachings of God and lives according to
them, gives no pleasure to others and this for
two reasons. First, his fellowship is burden-
some to other people. He will constantly err
in the manners of men, his speech in worldly
affairs will not be in conformity with reason,
and his actions worse than useless, for they
will be of no benefit and no service to other
people. Second, even though the laws and
teachings of God are far superior to “human
knowledge” they are closely correlated to it;
where “human knowledge” ends, the divine
teaching begins instructing us on what is
beyond man'’s power of reason. Therefore he
who is ignorant of the laws of ’God but is
versed in “human knowledge even though
the sages of Israel will not benefit from his
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light in the study of Torah, he will benefit the
remainder of humanity. But he who is ignor-
ant of “human knowledge,” though he
knows the laws of God, gladdens neither the
wise of his own people nor the remainder of
_h"qmanlty

There is one people in the world alone who
are not sufficiently concerned with “human
knowledge” and who have neglected the
public instruction of their youth in the laws of
etiquette, the sciences and the arts. We, the
children of Israel, who are dispersed
throughout all of Europe and who live in
most of its states, have turned our backs on
these studies. Those among us who dwell in
Germany and Poland have been especially
negligent in this regard. Many among them
are men of intelligence and great understand-
ing, and many are also men of faith and piety,
but from childhood their exclusive preoccu-
pation has been God’s laws and teachings.
They have not heard of or studied “human
knowledge.”” They are ignorant even of the
grammar of the holy tongue, and they do not
discern the beauty of its diction, the rules of
its syntax and the purity of its style—which
are wells from which spring wisdom and
moral instruction. It goes without saying that
they lack proper knowledge of the language
of the peoples among whom they live. Many
of them do not even know how to read or
write the native language. Knowledge of the
structure of the earth and the events of his-
tory are hidden from them, as are matters of
civility, the sciences and the arts. They do not
know or understand, for from the start noth-
ing of all this was told to them, neither by
their fathers nor by their teachers, who them-
selves were ignorant of these subjects. Even
the fundamental principles of their faith were
not taught systematically, so that all the
youth might become conversant with themin
an orderly fashion. Similarly, our youth were
not taught ethics and psychology. Only some
of the more outstanding students of God’s
Torah as they grew older perceived defi-
ciency in matters of “human knowledge,”
and accordingly endeavoured to correct the
fault committed by their teachers by gleaning

knowledge either from books or from conver-
sation, “‘here a little, there a little,” but, alas,
unsystematically and ineffectively. Their
knowledge is like a lightweight coat on a cold
day. Indeed, a clear knowledge in these sub-
jects is not found except among individuals
whose hearts and spirits moved them to lis-
ten to wisdom and pay heed to reason. They
learned languages and read books with
understanding and thus became like a foun-
tain which replenishes and augments itself.
They acquired this knowledge unassisted by
their fathers and their superiors. They were
driven solely by their love of truth. Such
superior men, however, are few. ...

Let it be understood, however, that we
ourselves are not responsible for this state of
affairs. We should not pour out our anger
upon ourselves or direct our complaints
against ourselves. Rather, it is_the nations
who have hosted us for more than a thousand
years who are to blame for our misfortune,
for they have terribly wronged us by the
command of their kings and ministers. In-
spired by many evil motives they have risen
against us to destroy us and to humble us to
the dust, for which purpose they subjected us
to irrational decrees. They thereby acted con-
trary to “human knowledge,” for they thrust
our bodies to the dust and depressed the
spirit within us.

The hearts of our community subsequently
have grown dark. Seeing that we are treated
with a heavy hand and that in the eyes of our
oppressors we are beneath the rank of man,
we have lost the inclination to pursue the
study of “human knowledge.” When our
brethren saw that they had no share in all the
good that God had provided for all his crea-
tures from one end of the world to the other,
they despised all worldly things. In their
bitterness they disregarded and entirely ne-
glected the laws and sciences concerning the
administration of world affairs: knowledge of
the movement of celestial bodies, of the culti-
vation of the earth, of the crossing of the seas,
of the construction of cities and fortifications,
of the governance of kings. For they said:
““What have we to do with all this? The inhab-
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itants of the land are our enemies, to our
counsel they will not listen, to our valor they
pay no heed; moreover, we do not possess
fields and vineyards. Let us abandon these
studies and occupy ourselves with trade and
commerce to enable ourselves tolive and feed
our children, for only this have they left us.
And even of this they have left us only in
small measure and in a reduced way. Our
Father in Heaven shall be our supportand we
will engage chiefly in those things which
bring eternal life—the laws and teachings of
God which we were commanded to obey and
upon which God made a covenant with our
fathers.” The few superior individuals
among them ceased to teach the people “hu-
man knowledge” for they knew that even the
sweetest wisdom is bitter to the embittered
soul. Were they to teach them the duty of
loving all men, the crown of etiquette, the
people would not heed them, since they live
among peoples who daily conspire to do evil
against them, who slander them in a men-
dacious and cruel fashion and who in return
for their love give forth hate. Were they to
teach linguistics so that they may marshal
their words according to the rules of speech,
to be pleasing to both kings and common
men, the people would refuse to listen to
them. For their enemies despise the logic of
their words and cover them with shame.
Were they to teach the people the arts and
sciences they would abhor these, because
they receive no advantage from them. They
cannot work in field or vineyard, or in the
construction of towers, fortresses and cities.
These nations have not permitted them to
work in any practical crafts. Once all these
studies and disciplines were forgotten by our
community with the passage of time, we
have been unable to acquire them again even
in those kingdoms ruled by generous kings,
who lifted the iron yoke from upon our
necks, for we had become alienated from
these matters. We did not have books in the
Hebrew language and we were not conver-
sant in the language of the Gentiles, forin the
times of great troubles. .. we had become
estranged from the Gentiles and their lan-

guages. Thus we did not learn to read their
books, and, it goes without saying, we did
not learn to speak their language accurately.
When, out of our great distress, we went
from nation to nation and from kingdom to
kingdom, we learned a bit of the language of
one people and a bit of the language of
another so that our speech became a jumble.

It is thus a source of thorough amazement
how in spite of all the evil that has befallen us
we have remained a people and how, not-
withstanding the flow of mighty waters, we
have nevertheless retained our humanity. It
is the power of the divine Torah that is re-
sponsible for this. Despite our lack of all the
above mentioned knowledge, the Torah
stood by us and assured us of a human heart,
protecting us thereby from the trait of cruelty
and from truly evil actions, far be these sins
from us! From the days of yore until now we
were never in a rebellious association or in a
wicked band who devises evil against men.
In every generation we were faithful to the
kings ruling over us and to the inhabitants of
the land, and we besought God for the well-
being of the monarchy of the land. If we
found ourselves in the humblest of stations
we consoled ourselves with the thought of
our innocence and we said: “These are preju-
dices in the hearts of the people and their
rulers, who are acting in the tradition of their
fathers,” and we hoped that God would
change their hearts toward us for good, and
have us find mercy in their eyes.

So matters developed generation after
generation, and such remains the state of
affairs today. To be sure, generous kings
reigned in several kingdoms, and in this gen-
eration also there are kings of Europe who are
wise, philanthropic and kind, treating us
with kindness and mercy, may God re-
member them for good. Nevertheless, many
of the iron laws that their cruel predecessors
have decreed against us, laws which were
intended to remove us from the society of
men and which prevented us from perform-
ing those acts by means of which man aids his
fellow man, ... have not been abrogated.
Rather, they have taken root in the hearts of
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the peoples and their leaders, and have be-
come venerable to them with the passage of
time. Therefore it is difficult for mercy to
counteract them and for reason to become
strong enough to argue with them and to
overcome this perversion. Even if for one
moment the heart sees that these are rash
laws, habit will quietly extinguish the light of
reason. No one has compassion for the many
righteous and unfortunate souls who seek
only peace and whose sole fault is that they
were born Jewish and maintain the faith they
had nursed from their mother’s breast. We
believe in one God who is the same God for
all men; the same for our brothers, the men of
Europe, and for our brothers, the men of
Africa and Asia. Our Torah teaches the love
of mankind and the way of life and peace
which is the foundation and cornerstone of
the religion of Europe and the religion of the
Arabs. Nevertheless we were treated un-
kindly, and thus we despaired, imagining
that for the rest of the Exile we would be
oppressed.

However, it was not as man envisioned, for
to everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under the heaven. From the
time the Creator, blessed be He, established
heaven and earth, He ordered in His superior
wisdom the appointed times of the universe,
times of good and times of evil, for He pro-
claims the generations from the beginning
and sees to the end of all existence. From
generation to generation, knowledge that
was hidden was revealed by wise men in the
arts, sciences and crafts, such as the discov-
ery of America, the inventions of printing,
gunpowder, spectacles and so forth. In simi-
lar fashion, the Creator ordered every gener-
ation and its leaders from the beginning,
raising kings to their thrones to be instru-
ments of His craft and to work His decrees
and designs. For behold, the prophet Isaiah
lived about three hundred years before the
destruction of Babylon, yet prophesied Is-
rael’s conqueror and named him, as he said:
“Thus says the Lord to his annointed to
Cyrus” (Is. 45:1); so, too, the man of God
Jeroboam said two hundred years before the

event: ‘‘Behold a child shall be born in the
House of David, Josiah by name” (1 Kings
13:2). King Solomon enumerated times of
good and evil that encompass all the inhabi-
tants of the earth. Among these, he observed,
there is ““a time to love and a time to hate”
(Eccles. 3:9). And so now, perhaps the time
has come to remove hatred from the hearts of
men, an unfounded hatred based on a quar-
rel which is not theirs and whose source lies
in differences of faith and worship. O Gener-
ation! You have seen that God is good. He
has raised up a great man, a saviour to man-
kind, the exalted emperor, His Majesty
Joseph II. Aside from the tidings of his wis-
dom, his counsel and his military might, im-
perial statements that have recently issued
from him have brought us tidings of even
more heroic deeds. These statements—
words of peace and truth to all his
subjects—have been tried in the crucible of
reason and are founded on the love of man-
kind. Moreover, in his many good works he
has not forgotten a poor people, long abused,
the Jews. He gave us many good and consol-
ing commands, as a father does to his son, a
teacher to his pupils and a [benign] ruler to
his people. He has unshackled the disabling
bonds by permitting the Jews to engage in all
forms of cultivation of the land, to work in all
crafts and to trade in all merchandise. In his
interest he has also observed that few among
us speak the German language ac-
curately... and as a result cannot read
books, neither history books nor books on
etiquette, science and the arts. Neither can
we speak in a clear fashion with the inhabi-
tants of the land and their ministers. Taking
this into consideration he has commanded us
upon a righteous path. He has instructed the
Jews to establish schools in which to teach
their children to read and write the German
language. He has also instructed them to
write edifying books according to the Torah,
to teach the children understanding and the
rules of behavior in society. Arithmetic,
geometry, astronomy, history and geog-
raphy, however, are to be studied from the
extant books used by the children of the
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upon faith, and the ideas of all men concern-
ing these subjects are identical. Knowledge of
these subjects can only strengthen the House
of Israel and mend the breaches made by the

NOTES

1. Naphtali Herz Wessely (1725-1805), poet,
linguist, biblical exegete, pioneer of the revival of
Biblical Hebrew and advocate of the Enlighten-
ment among his fellow Jews. In this controversial
work Wessely sought to marshal Jewry’s support
of the Edict of Tolerance issued by Emperor Joseph

preceding rulers. . .. And thus, the children
of Israel will also be men who accomplish
worthy things, assisting the king’s country in
their actions, labor and wisdom.

IT of Austria in 1782 (reprinted here, see chapter 1,
document 9).

2. Injunctions traditionally given to Noah and
therefore binding upon Jew and Gentile alike. Ac-
cording to the Talmud there were seven such laws
derived from the early chapters of Genesis.




