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Psalms 59:12
Do not kill them, lest my people forget; remove them from their possessions with Your

power and bring them down, O Lord our Shield.
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@ Principal ghettoes established by order of the city or st;

Jews were forced to live

[0 Countries in which the Jews lived in close-knit communities, subject to legal penalties
if they moved outside their part of the town

I The Pale of Settlement within which the majority of Russian Jews were forced
to live 1835-1917

Muslim North Africa, where Jews lived in a special quarter, the Mellah, but were not
subjected to the same restrictions and indighities as in Christian Europe

X Church Councils which decreed that Jews must wear a special badge on their clothes.
Sometimes this took the form of a yellow Star of David
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Baruch or Benedict de Spinoza
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(1632-1677)

July 27, 1656

THE SEPHARDI COMMUNITY OF AMSTERDAM
The Writ of Excommunication Against Baruch Spinoza

The Senhores of the Mahamad? make it
known that they have long since been cog-
nizant of the wrong opinions and behavior of
Baruch d’Espinoza, and tried various means
and promises to dissuade him from his evil
ways. But as they effected no improvement,
obtaining on the contrary more information
every day of the horrible heresies which he
practised and taught, and of the monstrous
actions which he performed, and as they had
many trustworthy witnesses who in the
presence of the same Espinoza reported and
testified against him and convicted him; and
after all this had been investigated in the
presence of the rabbis, they decided with the
consent of these that the same Espinoza
should be excommunicated and separated
from the people of Israel, as they now ex-
communicate him with the following ban:

front of the holy Scrolls with the 613
precepts which are written therein, with
the anathema with which Joshua banned
Jericho, with the curse with which Elisha
cursed the youths, and with all the
curses which are written in the Law.
Cursed be he by day, and cursed be he by
night; cursed be he when he lies down,’
and cursed be he when he rises up;
cursed be he when he goes out, and
cursed be he when he comes in. The
Lord will not pardon him; the anger and
wrath of the Lord will rage against this
man, and bring him all the curses which
are written in the Book of the Law, and
the Lord will destroy his name from
under the Heavens, and the Lord will
separate him to his injury from all the
tribes of Israel with all the curses of the
firmament, which are written in the
Book of the Law. But you who cleave to
the Lord your God are blessed.

After the judgment of the Angels, and
with that of the Saints, we excommuni-
cate, expel and curse and damn Baruch
d’Espinoza with the consent of God,
Blessed be He, and with the consent of
this holy congregation {Kahal Kados] in

We order that nobody should communicate
with him orally or in writing, or show him
any favor, or stay with him under the same
roof, or come within four ells of him, or read
anything composed or written by him.



Jacob Katz, Out of the Ghetto (pp. 28-29)
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The social ascent of the court Jews in the seventeen

cighteenth centuries has been pointed to as an undoubtedly new
feature of Jewish society at that time.! As a result of their impor-
tant economic role, these rich Jews acquired positions of in-
fluence with those in power — the emperor, king, princes, and

court Jew might also secure the right of residence for his family,
his widow, or his sons-in-law. More than that, communities were
founded or enlarged owing to the influence of a court Jew. In ad-

only to the Royal Court (Hofgericht) like other officials of the
ruler. Indeed, the court Jew’s status resembled that of high
officials in other respects as well. He was appointed to his post by
his lord; he bore the title Hoffaktor or Hofagent and other similar
titles, and received a salary. Finally, the court Jew also demon-
strates his ‘high standing by outward appearance. He is clad, if
not entirely in- the fashijon followed by one of ‘the other estates
then, in any case, diﬂ'crently from his Jewish brethren, In his
household his attire and equipage exhibit his wealth and in-
fluence.2 5

ascend beyond the level of the underprivileged. The Jewish
financier and tax farmer oI'Muslim and Christian Spain are per-
haps the most conspicuous examples of this 3 Still, the court Jews
of the scvcntccntﬁ. and eighteenth centuries scem to have sur-
Passed all their precursors. They were more numerous, their busj-
ness activities were more extensive, and their influence increased;
so did their proximity to those in power. No wonder that histori.
ans came to regard them as Prime movers in what was happen-
ing in Jewish society at that time. ;
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