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If you should ask me what kind of fast-day 1s Tish’ah be-Av is, [ would answer that it is the fast-day ¢ lll\Ld by the sin of
the spies. The burbun Beit ha-Mikdash 1s only a consequence, a result, ot that event. What acrually happened was that
Lla-Kadush Barneh Pl had 1o change His plans. Instead of taking the Bewei Yiira/ directly into Liretz Yisracl from
Mitzrayim, He kept them in the desere for thirny-cight vears, vears of agony and death and confusion. This was exactly
what was responsible tater for the destruction of the first Beit ha-Mikdash, the second Bett ha-Mikdash the destruction of

Bettar, and all of the catastrophic events that later transpired on Tish'ah be-\v. Lhus event was the fiest tragedy

assoctated with Tish’ah be-Av, and it precipitated the great, awesome tragedy of thousands of years farer, the burbun Beit
fa-Mikdash and the exile.
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www.danielgorais.ong
Dispatches: I'm Afraid It Will Be Like This

30 junc 2000

And then, | was driving down Hebron Road, s main drag in our part of town, and | stopped at 8 red Tight.
1's been hot this week, so all the cars had their windows ctosed and the air conditioning on. There was
another car in the lane to my left. and onc to the right. The newscaster (for who wasn’t tuned to the aews?)
announced that that Gilad's parents had written him a letter and had made it public. He then read the text
(the transiation is mine, Dut the Hebrew original is posted):

~To our dear, sweet Gilad,

Mommy and Daddy, Yocl and Hadas, arc terribly worried about you, want to hear you, and hope that you

are healthy and that you feel OK. as well as you can in your circumatances. We hope that you will be sble
to read these words, and we want you to know that all possible steps are being taken so that you can retum
home to Hila and the Galilee, 33 quickly as possible, to your family, m'd to your room that is waiting for

' ¢
Know that we are thinking of you at every moment, [hoping) that you arc somchow managing, and that you
will make it through thesc difficult moments. We know and believe that the people holding you also have
familics. and will know what it is that we are enduring, and will know how to take care of you and

|safeguard] your health. ]
We love you and send you strength. ’
Mommy and Daddy”

At the newscaster finished reading the letter. | happened to glanced out the windows of my ¢af, Both

driv ‘my side. onc a man in his fifties and one a woman in her latc twenties, were wiping tears from
——— = =

heic eyes. The windows didn 't need to  what they'd been hearing.

And then, what had been rumors of 8 second kidnapping proved true. On the West Bank, the PRC claimed
1o be holding Eliyahu Asheri. An eighteen year old Kid, now in the hands of animals, for the crime of
hitchhiking, His picturc, too, went up on all the websites (and is also posted). Another big child. Wearing a
1-shirt, sitting undes @ tree. Witha wide smile. And 3 numb country didn’t know what to do. (Eliyahu, of
course, was shot in the head the day they Kidnapped him, and was buried yesterdey. Anather reminder of
who our neighbors are.}

Arutz Sheva - IsraelNationallNews.com

Haifa Victim to Gush Katif Residents: ‘T Am Sorry’
Wednesday, July 26, 2006 / 1 Av 5766 7

(IsraelNN.com) A Hai sident currentl i i
( A Haifa re. y under siege by Hizbullah attacks
ignored opponents to the govemment's expulsion of g(iush Kati s

5“\]#_ ument s Cxpulsi ( if resi has written t
those expulsion victims and asked for foryiveness. S resicenly s wnieeen.fo
Wil dmiaadit _onpvimess:

In an open letter posted on a Gush Katif forum web site, Y. S "

: ) dor . Y. S. wrote, "I closed m
business since the bggmmng of the battle and [ don't know what will happen. lne);er
thought that I, a Haifa resident for 30 years would be a refugee in my own land

“During five years you coped with hombs, and | didn't care. Even when you came to visit

me in my house, to explain, to convince, to share i i
3 , , 3 your feelings with me, I refused
listen to you. ! ® o °

"Pcople from Gusl? I.(alifand the Shomron! Forgiv'e me! Forgive us for not understanding
y!honu, l‘am not a rcligious man, and not a mystic person.” The Haifa resident concluded
t his problems are “the price that | am paying now for my late understanding.”
t

Fricnds a.nd family members are being injured and killed. Some of us are without a roof
on our heads. | closed my business since the beginning of the battle and I don't know
what will happen, We arc wandering between family and good people. Our family life

has been impaircd. 1 never thought that 1, a Haifa resi
] . s ident for 30 years, would be a
refugee in my own fand. Every thing sounds so familiar from the close pas\.—h‘

During 5 years you coped with bombs  and [ didn't care. You buried family and friends -
MLM%EML You found yourselves without a home, like that and you never had
someonc that Tstened to you. Even when you came to visit me to my house, lo explain, to
convince, to share your feelings with me - I refuscd to listen fo you. It has x;lrendy heen a
weck. | am out of my house, without my regular routine, it is very hard to me - but the
eYr:Ea;hy:llhe support, and people identifying with our plight heiped me go on.

on't ev - i '
- "wmgwgnesha?!!;_ that. You - In guest houses, hotels and cven in tents- It's not casy to

l;eoplc from Gush Katif and the Shomron!
orgive me! Forgive us for Jetting you or i ;
ou. or Jetting you on your own. Forgive us for not understapding
{ am not a religious and not a mystic i i

it liglous mar, g ] person. But we cannot ignore the deep solation
between my atitude towards you and the price that I am ayin, N
it s you and the p paying now for my
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Dear Friends and Supporters of Elj, )
On the eve of Tisha B’Av - weeping and building
i
Last week we buried two of our friends, two heroes who fell in battle in Lebanon, safeguarding Tsrael's
northern horder.

Ro’t Klein, HY"D, was a First Lieutenant and a Battalion Commander in the Golani Bogade. He rhrew himselt
on top of a grenade in order to save the soldiers under his command, stopped the tmpact of the explosion wirh
his own body, and gave up his bfe. After the grenade exploded, his legs were gone, bur ke every proud Jew in
his last moments, he summoned the strength to proclaim “Shema Yisrael - Hear O Isracl, the Lord our G-d,
the Lord 1s One.”

Amichas Merchavia, HY"D, came to Eli as an infant and grew up here, the son of one of [li's founding
families. [e tell 1n battle when he and his comrades 1n arms were stormed by a larger toree of rerronsts, who

g e yon

fired at them with automatic weapons.

These are just two of the heroes who fell in this war for the freedom of Am Yisrael in Lretz Yisracel.

Moshe, Amuchat’s father, eulogized his son at the graveside - in the new military section of the Ll cemetery. NI A0V 10

“Our people 1s a strong people, we will not break, will nor fear. We have to win this war - and with G-d’s help,
we will be victonious...

...Our dear son Amichai, our loved one and his heroic friends are a link 1n the chain ot Jewash fighrers
throughout the ages...”

Here in El, despite our private pain, we continue to host 80 families from Kiryat Shmona who have tled the
mussile artacks. We are also conunuing to absorb more young couples to the new caravan site, and we wall
uphold the legacy of our heroes, Ro't and Amichai, who have given their lives for the secunt of our counrry.
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