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hen Jacob sent angels ahead of him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir, the field of
Edom. > He charged them, saying: “Thus shall you say, To my lord, to Esau, so said your
servant Jacob: | have sojourned with Laban and have lingered until now. ¢ | have acquired oxen
and donkeys, flocks, servants, and mazdservants and I am sending to tell my lord to find favor
in your eyes.’”
7 The angels returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother, to Esau; moreover, he is
heading toward you, and four hundred men are with him.”
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4. n’:x%:p Angels He sent real angels (Rashi), in order to
both i 1mpress and terrify Esau This teaches that. rxghteous
people are greater than anlels, for when Jacob had. need of
: -he had the right to.summon angels to. do hJs
bxddmg anchuma) The reason for the greater stature of
human beings is.that angels are created. with. a particular
degree of holmess, and they remain forever statlc Human
beings, however, achxeve their standing througﬁ their ¢ own
striving, and they can grow const§nﬂy )

Accordmg to another view in the:Midrash and the com:
mentators, . Jacob'’s emlssanes were human — the word
oaxbn can be rendered elther as. angeLs or hwna.n emis-

saries. <
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What we do in this world is not insignificant.
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131 R. Eli‘ezer b.
Jacob said: He who does
one mitzvah gains himself
one advocate, while he
who commits one trans-
gression acquires for him-
self one accuser. Repent-
ance and good deeds are as
a shield against punish-
ment.

1

Every action counts;
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profound and far-reaching repercussions.
In mapping the topography of human natiie, our Sages had an axiom
that in everyone there is a yetzer tov, an inclination dr impulse to do_good,

outward from a pebble dropped in a pool, so does each and every deed have
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and a yetzer ha-ra, an inclination to evil. Then they went further: To-convey

in simple., understandable terms a basic truth about the effect of our deeds — - ———
in the spiritual realm, they used the symbol of the angel: Whenever you do

DT v ona wonen?

>‘ca mitzyah, following your yetzer tov (they taught), an angel is created that
' acts as an advocate for you, a protector and a defense attorney. Not only

is this idea found in our mishnah, but also in the Midrash: “If a man does

one mitzvah, the Holy, Blessed One' gives him one angel to_guard him. .
If he does two ‘mitzvoth, the Holy, Blessed One gives hxm two. angels to
guard him. .

camp. .

“he does a

at man oly O

”2‘“’ With every act of piety and goodness you sggniﬁcantly add
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to_the forces of good jn the world; therefore in your own spiritual realm

there is an added force-fer good on your behall. Tt will affect your character

and your life’s progress.

Conversely, when you do an evil deed, an averah, you have acquired

for yourself a “prosecuting attorney,” an accusing element operatmg to your
detriment in your fate and future.
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But: who, it may be asked, can carry out mitzvoth with such fervor?

You would probably have to be an angel yourself, to start with.
True, it is difficult to sustain such a high level of concentration and
achievement for all mitzvoth. Therefore our: great rabbis advocate that we
.* each “specialize” in a given area of Judaism. . Adopt one particular mitzvah,
be it caring for the sick, supporting yeshivoth, or reciting the Sh'ma, whenever
required, with perfect attention and perfect diction. Go on with all other
mitzvoth as you normally would, but give this, your special mitzvah, your
special attention. Become thoroughly familiar, even expert, in its laws;
\»  be alert for and seek out o ities to observe it; and perform it with
" prue interest and sincerity. =And thus R. Eli‘ezer b. Jacob says: When a
Jew really fulfills to perfection the one mitzvah that he has made his specialty,
he has indeed gained for himself, for his own creative individuality, an
“kadvocate; he has enduring evidence before Heaven that he has justified his

existence,
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with'a great opportunity by placing us into this world. The point of
their dispute was whether it is worthwhile to keep returning to the
world as reincarnated souls. One academy felt that it is worthwhile
for a soul to keep comingsback, because on each trip to the world it
has additional opportunities to serve Hashetn. The other academy
felt that it is best for the soul to fulfill its mission on its first sojourn
and not come back as a gilgul. '
ey came to the conclusion that the soul is better off completing
its mission the first time, but in a case when it did not, it had better
“examine its ways.” The choice of words here answers a funda-
mental question regarding gilgulim: how is one supposed to know
what it is that his soul failed to accomplish in its previous trip to
earth, so that he can repair that failing? ' :
God does not leave us in a quandary, says the Vilna Gaon. We

can determine what it-is that we were sent to repair by examining

our ways. By discovering our weaknesses, the issues that keep crop-

ping up in our lives, we determine what flaws we must correct.
~/1If it seems that Hashem is constantly sending you a. specific

nisayon (challenge) or you have a proclivity toward one particulay

118 /‘I'IT’S NEVER TOO LITTLE, IT'S NEVER TOO LATE, IT'S NEVER ENOUGH * «

o~

INO)
that Hashem has granted us, for they are the keys to determining,

and fulfilling, our calling.

@ The idea of a calling generally resonates with the young and
idealistic, who actively seek to make their mark on the world, if
not to leave it a changed place. As we grow older, however, we
settle into the quotidian routine of paying the mortgage, raising

 the kids, and making a living, and we lose sight of our mission,

We become drugged by the narcotic called complacency. We make
a decision — consciously or subconsciously — to become what the
Chazon Ish dubs, “beinonim beshitah.” We make it our policy to be
mediocre. .,

Human nature idealizes the status quo. Our worldview falls in
line with the folk-saying, “The worm that infests the horseradish
thinks that it is the sweetest place in the world.” We say, “This is
who I am. I'm 40 years old, this is the way I have always been, and
this is the way I will always be. Let me be.”

We adore complacency. The Torah abhors complacency.

S

sin over all others, it is clear that your soul was exposed to that sin
in its previous gilgul. If you have an issue with money, for instance
— you can’t seem to get enough of it, or you simply cannot give it

-away — then money may be the reason for your reincarnation. You

" are here to learn to curb your obsession with money.
Interestingly, we typically overlook the main purpose of our

mission. What is the usual attitude of a person who excels in most

areas of life, but fails in one? Sometime we see a wonderfuTBE}ﬁst{
who gives tzedakah, does chesed, and studies Torah, but he has one
Achilles” heel: his temper. Generally, such an individual will “write
off” the trait in which he fails. “No one is perfect,” he reasons. “I'm
good enough as is.”

@ The Vilna Gaon teaches us that this is a fatal error. That write-off
may very well be the precise area that the soul was sent to repair,
and it can spend 70 or 80 years on earth without making any prog-

ress.

45 .

But avodas Hashem is typically divided between sur mei’ra (turn-
ing away from evil), and asei tov (doing: good), and our mission
in life cannot be limited to repairing blemishes from previous
gilgulim. The verse in Yonah refers to the soul’s descent to earth as

keriah, a calling. A calling is generally understood as a positive
aspect of avodah. In order to fulfill our mission, we must determine
what our calling in life is, and work on actualizing our potential as
well. How does one determine his¢alling?

When it was time to construct the Mishkan (Tabernacle), Hashem
told Moshe, “Re’eh karasi besheim Betzalel bey Uri ben Chur — See,

I have called by name: Betzalel, son of Uri, son of Chur” (Shemos -

31:2). This connotes that Hashem had already called Betzalel by
name. When we read the parshiyos leading to this verse, however,

we do not find any reference to this calling. To what is Hashem

referring?

Betzalel’s calling was inborn, explains: Rav Moshe Feinstein.

The next verse reads, “Va’amalei oso ruach Elokim, bechachmah,

u visvunah, u'vedaas, u’vechol melachah — And I have filled him with
a Godly spirit, with wisdom, insight, and knowledge, and with
every craft.”” Hashem does not fill a person with such talents for
naught. Being provided with talents of this magnitude is the most _

clear-cut calling of all.

Just as the Vilna Gaon taught us that we must examine our
weaknesses to determine the negative trait that we must focus on
repairing, so too must we find the specific strengths and talents

It is interesting to hear what great people considered meaning-
ful enough to engrave on their tombstones. If I were to ask people
what they consider Rabbi Akiva Eiger’s gréatest achievement,
some would point to his teshuvos (responsa), and others would
argue that his novellae are more important. Both of these works are
analyzed and scrutinized by those engaged in intense Torah study
.until this very day. But Rabbi Akiva Eiger had his own opinion of
what his masterpiece was. He left a will stating that he wanted the

following words etched on his tombstone: “Saval yissurim kol.yamav.
e suffered all of his days.” Rabbi Akiva Eiger considered his

illness, with which he had been afﬂiqtegl_ ”fgom the age of 16, to be

his masterpiece. sttt

" No one in our day and age will ever write anything that will

come close to the Talmudic works of Rabbi Akiva Eiger. But many

be our masterpiece.

Yo
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Your masterpiece can be raising your children. It won't be a

headline-grabbing masterpiece. It will require painstaking work
that will take decades to complete! But we all know families that
motivate us to say, “Boy, those parents did some job raising their
children.” That is a masterpiece.

A masterpiece can be a specific mitzvah that you perform to
perfection. The Rambam writes (Peirush HaMishnayos, Makkos 3:16)
that if you perform one mitzvah without ulterior motives, and out
of love, you merit a portion in the World to Come. o

‘Make a mitzvah your masterpiece. Imagine how wonderful it
would be to be remembered for bikur cholim (visiting the sick), for
knowing Misﬁhﬁi;gs'i;};i'\eart, or for your devotion to your kevias
itim laTorah (consistently setting aside time for Torah study).

C

I know a woman who tries to prepare almost everything for

Shabbos by Thursday night, thus easing the tension that is preva-
- lent in many Jewish homes on Friday afternoon. One custom she
began years ago was to set the Shabbos table on Thursday night,
so that the spirit of Shabbos begins to permeate her home from
then. What a beautiful impression it makes to enter her home on

; ' Thursday night and find the table set for Shabbos! This is a master-

iece that many of us can paint, if we only take the time and make
the effort to plan and prioritize.
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