
The Agunah Crisis
 (1t euxp sf erp ohrcs

Vs̈ḧ §C i ©,b̈ §u , ª,h ¦r §F r ¤p ¥x Vk̈ c ©,f̈ §u rc̈S̈ ,©u §r ¤g Vc̈ tm̈n̈ h ¦F uhb̈h ¥g §C i ¥j tm̈ §n ¦, t«k o ¦t vḧv̈ §u Vk̈g̈ §cU vẌ ¦t Jh ¦t j ©E¦h h ¦F
:I,h ¥C ¦n Vj̈§K ¦J §u

 (2t sung m ;s ihyhd ,fxn hkcc sunk,

hf (s"f ohrcs) :rntba 'vurg rcs vc tmn if ot tkt u,at ,t ost ardh tk :ohrnut htna ,hc /whb,n
:rnut tcheg wr `rcs ,urg vc tmn hf :rntba 'ukhac, vjhsev ukhpt :ohrnut kkv ,hcu `rcs ,urg vc tmn

/uhbhgc ij tmn, tk ot vhvu (s"f ohrcs) :wntba 'vbnhv vtb ,rjt tmn whpt

 (3h ;hgx t inhx rzgv ict lurg ijkua

/vxurtc ifu 'ohrjv tk vnchc kct 'u,at kg taubv kg ohrjv iuard ubhcrruypk tkt xubfk vmur ubht ot :vdv 
whx d"jq p"r inhx t"caru .kujv erp hfsrn) vskh tku ohba rag u,at og vvaa iudf 'vumn hujhs aha ouen kfc v"vu '(t"e arua e"hrvn)

hfsrn ,vdv) .ukjk lhrmu 'ouch ouenc ukhptu vumn ouenc ukhpt dvub d"r orjs vhk trcxu ohekuj ah obnt /(y"h whx vuustpn o"rvn qu"n,
vmur vbhtu vardk ihsv in tuva ut ,hy,aba iudf 'ihaurhd ,c vbuatrv ihta ouencu /(.kujv erp h"b f"fu ,ucu,fs hfsrn ,uvdvu ,unchs

/ubnn ruypk ut uk tabvk vmur vbhtu vxurt thv ot ifa kfu /(t"carv ,cua,c gnan if) ,rjt tahk uk rh,vk kevk ah (zy) 'ubnn yd jehk

/,umrtv kfc u,be, vyap tkuh"e whx .bhn h"r ,cua,) ouen kfc dvub o,xv in kct 'u,be, vyap tka gusha ouenc teusu :vdv 

/kevk udvba ouenk rhnjvk udvba ouenn lkv ot j"fr whx s"hc ihhgu /(qwhq/hahnjv ;ktv ;ux sg tkt ohrjv tku kfc n"nu :vdv 
vzv inzcs t"hu /ivn ,jt ardk ohab wc taubu rcuga hn ihhusbu ,unrjc ihpufu 'ohab h,a ihtaub ihtu 'snug unuenc dvbnvu vbe,v ukt ,ubhsn

yd vk vfzn 'u,at vrhnva hn t"h /if ihdvub ihtu '(e"hrvn oac oa) hahnjv ;kt okab rcfa rjtn '(z"p whx h"c) d"r orj rcga hn ;ufk iht
haurhd tkc ,rjt tahk r,unu rhnjvk iht dvbn ihta ouencu /(c"br whx h"trvn hexp) ,unuen ,menc ihdvub ifu ',rjt taubu rjt h"g

 /(xu"bhr hdvbn oa) vbuatrv

 (4zy e"x t inhx rzgv ict eeujn ,ekj

- ,rjt vat tahk uk rh,vk kevk ahwcua,c wgu j"cc ihhgu ohbcr vtn tkc rh,vk tka udvb rcfu 
:j"cf tksu ruxtk u,gsa gnan v"x whx k"arvn

 (5c sung che ;s ,unch ,fxn hkcc sunk,

- vy,ab ut tuv arj,b 'thmuh tk - ,hy,ab 'ohheh - vmr otu 'thmuh - vmr ot 'varj,bu ,jep taba jep
?thmun ubht arj,ba ahtvu 'vtmuh varj,ba vatv vn hbpn :hrub ic ibjuh hcr rnt /,hnkug vthmun ubht

thmun ubht ahtvu 'vbumrk tkau vbumrk vtmuh vatva ',ard,nv vatk ardnv ahtv vnus ubht :uk urnt
/ubumrk tkt

 (6c sung jp ;s ihyhd ,fxn hkcc sunk,

vn vag uk ohrnutu u,ut ihycuj 'ohcfuf hscugcu `kuxp - ohcfuf hscugcu 'raf - ktrahc 'vaugn yd /whb,n
 /(rafu) lk ohrnut ktraha

- ihsf 'ohcfuf hscugcu `kxupu kuxp - ihsf tka 'raf - ihsf 'ktrahc vaugnv yd :ktuna rnt b"r rnt /wnd
/uc iht ydv jhr whpt - ihsf tka 'kxupu kuxp

 (7t sung zg ;s ,ucu,f ,fxn hkcc sunk,

sg uhva ihc 'hxrucvu ',aujb ;rmnvu '.nenvu 'xuphkup kgcu 'ihja vfun :thmuvk u,ut ihpufa uktu /whb,n
h,hhv vrucx rnt,a thv vkufh 'vng vb,va p"gt :rhtn hcr rnt ikuf kgu `uskub utahban ihcu utahb tka

/u,enna hbpn 'ihja vfunn .uj 'vjrf kg thv ,kcen :t"fju `kcek vkufh hbht uhafgu 'kcek vkufh hbta
vkufh h,hhv lhjtk rnt,a thv vkufh :ohnfj urnt 'hxruc jt uk vhvu ',na sjt hxrucc iushmc vagn

/kcek vkufh hbht lku 'kcek



 (8t sung ue ;s ,unch ,fxn hkcc sunk,

rnts ht ?hns hfhv /raf vaugn yd 'vkuxp ,haugn vmhkj `kuxp vgyun yd 'vraf ,gyun vmhkj :r",
 tk hnb yd 'hbt vmur rnt tk htu !hnb vmhkj whpt 'hbt vmur

 (9f vfkv c erp ihaurhd ,ufkv o"cnr

u,ut ihfn inz kfcu ouen kfc ktrah ka ihs ,hc 'ardk vmr tku u,at ,t ardk u,ut ihpufa i,ub ihsva hn
lk ihrnut ktraha vn vag uk urntu ohud uvufv ot ifu 'raf yd tuvu ydv cu,fhu hbt vmur rntha sg

i,ub ihsvu khtuv c,fa sg uvuxbt inmgn ohudv otu 'raf vz hrv ardha sg ohudv shc ktrah u,ut umjku
xubt ihrnut ihta 'ktrah shc ihc ohud shc ihc xubt tuv hrva vz yd kyc tk vnku /kuxp yd vz hrv cu,fha
hn kct i,b ut rfna sg vfuva hn iudf u,uagk vru,v in chhujn ubhta rcs ,uagk ejsbu .jkba hnk tkt

rcsn ejr,ba sg ut u,uagk chhja rcs vaga sg vfuvu vrhcg ,uagk ut vumn kyck grv urmh upe,a
tuva rjtn ardk vmur ubhta vz lfhpk /vgrv u,gsc unmg xbt tuv tkt ubnn xubt vz iht u,uagk ruxta

sg vfuva iuhfu upe,a tuv urmhu ,urhcgv in ejr,vku ,umnv kf ,uagk tuv vmur ktrahn ,uhvk vmur
ut ktrah ka ihs ,hc ugyu ardk u,ut ihpufa i,ub ihsv vhv tk /ubumrk ard rcf hbt vmur rntu urmh aa,a

uvuxbt ohudv otu 'ardhu rundh uvuxbt ktrahu khtuv 'kuxp yd vz hrv arhda sg uvuxbtu ,uyuhsv uhva
uchhjn ihsv ihtu khtuv un,ju uc,f ktrahk rntu hbt vmur ohudc rnta p"gt 'yd ubht ihsf tka ardk

/yd ubht uvuxbt ohudvu thmuvk

 (10t sung dx ;s ,ucu,f ,fxn hkcc sunk,

/ / /ihehgpry vgca :rnut vsuvh wr ',cac ihrbhs vgca v,cu,fn vk ih,jup - vkgc kg ,srunv /whb,n

u,at kg srunv ifu :ib, /vftknn :rnt tbhbj hcrc hxuh wr 'vynv ahna,n :rnt tbuv cr ?htnn ,srun /wnd

 (11j vfkv sh erp ,uaht ,ufkv o"cnr

vrnt ot 'vsrn vn hbpn v,ut ihktuau ',srun ,trebv thv vynv ahn,an vkgc vgbna vatv
tm,u 'vk hubak kgc,a vhucaf vbhta hpk u,gak thmuvk u,ut ihpuf h,gsn uk kgcvk vkufh hbhtu uvh,xtn

tka ohxfbn ihc i,uhrjtc chhj,bu vkgck vxhbfva ohxfbn ihc ihnhhev vh,utkc kuy,u kkf vcu,f tkc
,yaup vk ijeka vatrca ,jpynu vhkdrca kgbn ukhptu oukf kgc kan ,kyub vbhtu 'i,uhrjtc chhj,b

/tm,u kuy,a ,bn kg vk i,b tka u,ut ,rzjn vb,n vk i,ba kf ifu ,b,ubu

 (12c ;hgx zg inhx rzgv ict lurg ijkua

uvh,xtn :vrnt ot 'vsrn vn hbpn v,ut ihktuau `,srun ,trebv thv 'ahna,n vkgc vgbna vatv
'h,gsn uk kgcvk vkufh hbhtuahu 'rjtc vhbhg vb,b tna ibhahhj 'h,cu,fu yd hk i,h :,rnut ot kct 'vcu,f tkc yd ,aecna teusu) 

 '(trndc h"arhp ifu i"rv ,cua, oac h"c) (vhk tbrgmnu tbhgcs ,srun ihs vkkuy,u 'kkf vcu,f vk iht vardk kgcv vmr ot
'i,uhrjtc chhj,b tka dukhn hxfb ihc 'i,uhrjtc chhj,bu vkgck vxhbfva ohxfbn ihc 'ohnhhev vh,utkc

vn kfu 'vb,ubu ,yaup 'vk ojeka vatrca ,jpynu vhkdrca kgbn ukhptu 'oukf vkgc kan ,kyub vbhtu
/u,ut ,rzjn vb,n vk i,ba

 (13n inhx s ekj t"carv ,"ua

;kt xbec vzk vz u,utbu /u,at vtk ,t vz icutr ardha vnfxvc uhv 'vtk hcureu 'vtk kgc icutr :,kta
lkuv vza sg 'xbev smn uc ihr,n ukkvu /rcsc ithnu 'icutr yrj,b lf rjtu /gush inzk vz ardhau 'ohrbhs

whpt rucgh ota unht :tcrst /vatv hcure uaga ,ukucj,c 'vmr tku /ung rap,ha uhbp vkjnu rczdv kmt
/tgsun ruxnk hec vhv tka tkt 'ardn tuv uz vtrh ,njnu /grpha sg rnanc uvjhbh 'inzv in ,jt vga

 ?utk ot 'vaugn yd ihsf vz yd iusb ot
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/tgsun rxn tka p"gtu /vz ka uxbutc ubgsha kf 'tuv kuxpu 'vaugn yd vz yda :k"b :vcua,

 (14jx inhx c ekj ."ca, ,"ua

kuycc vard ohnh rjtku vbardh tku u,at ,t whzjh ot rhgv iustk ohcuvz vtnc unmg xbe icutr ,kta
kufh tka rjt xbev rucgc tuv vaugn yds ohrnut ah ,eukjn ofhbhc kpbu vfkvfu ,sf hgsun kf

whhj u,gsna iuhfna ohrnut ahu /vaugn yd f"t k"uvu rhgv iust og rap,h ut lxv grph tk ot vrhzjvk
ushc ihta p"gtu ardh ubumrc ardha inz kfa vaugn yd vz ihta ,uagk vmur tuva rcsc unmg ,t

utag ubumrc vaga xbevu ardn ubumrcu ardk vkj,n ubumr whv vza xbut k"uv tk shxph tk ot vrhzjvk
 :vyub l,gs iurjtv vzku xbut k"uv tku ardk unmg ,t ezjk

/aujhn ,hc itf ihtu vaugn yd vz ihta ard unmgn ota l,kta ihbgk / / / vcua,

 (15s ;hgx ske inhx rzgv ict lurg ijkua

vz ihta 'vmrh ot 'i,h ,ucrg lt `xbutk vnus tvh tka 'osue uk urh,ha lhrm 'yd i,hk kgcv gcab ot
/xbutk vnusrjtn 'xbut hren tk 'ardh tk ot ,uxbe uhkg kce ot kct /(d"ge inhx h"trvn hexp) ardk ihbe kce ot ihsv tuvu :vdv 

oa) tbuud htvfc ukhpt ihrhnjn ahu /(ohexpc oa e"hrvnc tuv ifu vcua, oac h"c) ardk tku ,uxbev i,hk kfuhu 'rjt rcsc uyhd vk,s
'raf ydv 'ardk unmgn vaga vguca jfn arhd ukhptu 'vz hbpn arhd rcf ot kct /xbev in urypku vkj,fk aujk cuyu '(t"carv ,cua,c

'urhcj ardha sg rjtk ihxbut ot kct 'unmg ostk ihxbuta vn tkt xbut hren tks t"h /(t"cyhrv ,cua,) lf kg uvuxbt tk vkj,nu khtuv
/ukt ohbhsn s"be inhx inek ihhgu /(h"c) ubc kg ctc ihrhnjn ahu /(."carv ,cua,) xbut hren tk 'lphvk ut ubc kg ct ukhpt

16) Domestic Relations Law 253

Removal of barriers to remarriage

2. Any party to a marriage defined in subdivision one of this section who commences a
proceeding to annul the marriage or for a divorce must allege, in his or her verified
complaint: (i) that, to the best of his or her knowledge, that he or she has taken or that he or
she will take, prior to the entry of final judgment, all steps solely within his or her power to
remove any barrier to the defendant's remarriage following the annulment or divorce; or (ii)
that the defendant has waived in writing the requirements of this subdivision.

3. No final judgment of annulment or divorce shall thereafter be entered unless the plaintiff
shall have filed and served a sworn statement: (i) that, to the best of his or her knowledge, he
or she has, prior to the entry of such final judgment, taken all steps solely within his or her
power to remove all barriers to the defendant's remarriage following the annulment or
divorce; or (ii) that the defendant has waived in writing the requirements of this subdivision.

6. As used in the sworn statements prescribed by this section "barrier to remarriage" includes,
without  limitation,  any  religious  or conscientious restraint or inhibition, of which the party
required to make the verified statement is aware, that is imposed on a party to a marriage,
under the principles held by the clergyman or minister who has solemnized the marriage, by
reason of the other party's commission or withholding of any voluntary act. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to require any party to consult with any clergyman or minister to
determine whether there exists any such religious or conscientious restraint or inhibition. It
shall not be deemed a "barrier  to remarriage" within the meaning of this section if the
restraint or inhibition cannot be removed by the party's voluntary act. Nor shall it be deemed
a "barrier to remarriage" if the party must incur expenses in connection with removal of the
restraint or inhibition and the other party refuses to provide reasonable reimbursement for
such expenses. "All steps solely within his or her power" shall not be construed to include



application to a marriage tribunal or other similar organization or agency of a religious
denomination which has authority to annul or dissolve a marriage under the rules of such
denomination.

7. No final judgment of annulment or divorce shall be entered, notwithstanding the filing of
the plaintiff's sworn statement prescribed by this section, if the clergyman or minister who
has solemnized the marriage certifies, in a sworn statement, that he or she has solemnized the
marriage and that, to his or her knowledge, the plaintiff has failed to take all steps solely
within his or her power to remove all barriers to the defendant's remarriage following the
annulment or divorce, provided that the said clergyman or minister is alive and available and
competent to testify at the time when final judgment would be entered.

9. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize any court to inquire into or
determine any ecclesiastical or religious issue. The truth of any statement submitted pursuant
to this section shall not be the subject of any judicial inquiry, except as provided in
subdivision eight of this section.

17) NY Domestic Relations Law Sec. 236 [B] [5] [h] 

 h. In any decision made pursuant to this subdivision the court shall, where appropriate,
consider the effect of a barrier to remarriage, as defined in subdivision six of section two
hundred fifty-three of this article, on the factors enumerated in paragraph d of this
subdivision.

Halachic Prenuptual Agreement

he Prenup essentially contains two provisions:

1. Each spouse agrees to appear before a panel of Jewish law judges (dayanim) arranged by
the Beth Din of America, if the other spouse demands it, and to abide by the decision of the
Beth Din with respect to the get.

2. If the couple separates, the Jewish law obligation of the husband to support his wife is
formalized, so that he is obligated to pay $150 per day (indexed to inflation), from the date he
receives notice from her of her intention to collect that sum, until the date a Jewish divorce is
obtained. This support obligation ends if the wife fails to appear at the Beth Din of America
or to abide by a decision of the Beth Din of America.
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