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R. Soloveitchik, (Shapiro, p.138-9)

[{]n the absence of the actual sacrifice of the omer of batley, Chazal did not ordain a rabbinic fulfillment of
the original mitzvah of sefirat ha-omer. They merely required a token commemoration to recall the mitzvah as

it had been performed when conditions allowed. Implementing today's quasi-sefirah does not constitute a
fulfillment of sefirat ba-omer, it is, rather, a fulfillment of the rabbinic requirement to express as zeicher le-

mikdash. Therefore, ... we do not count both days and weeks in our artificial simulation of the ancient
sefirat ha-omer. We indicate deliberately, by counting in a compromised manner, that we are no longer able
to perform the mifzvah authentically and that we are merely simulating it artificial as an expression of geicher
le-mikdash. The Ba'alei Tosafor would then be saying that we recite the Yebi Rarzon [Ha-Rachaman) after our

quasi-sefirah to further indicate that we have expressed merely a geicher le-churban and have not achieved
a bona fide fulfillment of the mitgvat sefirat ha-omer.
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R. Soloveitchik, (Shapiro, p. 168): The very last phrase is noteworthy: 2872 93 ¥ QIR 7M.
It suggests another dimension to maintain continuity, despite having missed an entire twenty-four
hour period. In addition to his own articulation of yesterday’s count, he can “ride on the coattails
of” all the other Jews who did count yesterday. He is, after all, part of a collective.
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