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12) Kol Dodi Dofek — by Rabbi JB Soloveitchik
(Translated and annotated by David Z. Gordon)
The “I of Fate” vs. the “I of Destiny”
“Man is born as an object, dies as an object, bit it is within his capability to
live as a “subject” — as a creator and innovator who impresses his individual
imprimatur on his life and breaks out of a life of instinctive, automatic
behavior into one of creative activity. According to Judaism, man’s mission
in this world is to turn fate into destiny — an existence that is passive and
influenced into an existence that is active and influential; an existence of
compulsion, perplexity and speechlessness into an existence full of will,
vision, and initiative. The blessing of the Holy One to his creation fully
defines man’s role “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth  and
subdue it.” (Genesis 128). Conquer the environment and subjugate it. If you
do not rule over it, it will enslave you. Destiny bestows on man a new status
in Gd’s world. It bestows upon man a royal crown, and thus he becomes
(Gd’s partner in the work of creation.” (p.6)
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