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he wicked son — what does he say? “Of what

purpose is this work to you?’! He says “To you,”
thereby excluding himself. By excluding himself from
the community of believers, he denies the basic prin-
ciple of Judaism. Therefore, blunt his teeth and telj
him: “It is because of this that Hastem did so for me
when [ went out of Egypt.”? “For me,” but not for
him — had he been there, he would not have been
redeemed.

he simple son — what does he say? “What is
this?” Tell him: “With a strong hand did HasHEm
take us out of Egypt, from the house of bondage."?

As for the son who is unable to ask, you must

initiate the subject for him, as it is stated: You
shall tell your son on that day: “It is because of this
that HasHem did so for me when | went out of Egypt. ™
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What is the meaning of the instruction to “open” for the child who does
not know to ask? )

A simple understanding is that although ideally we would have liked for
him to ask about the Seder, he doesn’t seem to be forthcoming. Therefore, we
simply proceed to tell him about the nature of the evening.

Rashi, however, comments on the words you open for him: “in order that l

he will ask!” N
Rashi is telling us that there will be little impact made on a child whose
Quriosity is not aroused. Even when the child is not volunteering questions, R 99 LTIMR IR m¥YI XKW
the response is not simply to te__l_lifllm the answer anyway; | rather itisto give DUIBING  WRA IR 1Y BUmIRY
him an opening so that he will ask £ TINR IR (W 10 7DYR YW 12Y
As noted above, the verse cited as the source contains two differing } 12 ] JUD 137y
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verbs: amn — harsh or difficult words, and mmr — pleasant words. Here,

the message is: 1125 nam — speak to your son in a way that will arouse his

curiosity; bring your son to a place where the events of the evening aré dif-
ficult for him to understand. The goal of this approach is ~nx5 — that your

words of explanation will then take the form of resolving his difficulties { g

and satisfying his curiosity. Then there is room for hope that your answers

will have an impact.
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When | was very young someone shared a beautiful and very true ﬂﬂﬂ‘?ﬁﬂ e "7@’ nekh ﬂi‘)l‘)ﬁ mp 3\\-—\

thought about the she'einu yodei’a lishol. The response given to

this mute child is: “At pesach lo, You must open up his mouth.” .
Child is ) i <R nnen nbuoa v .

The word “at” is in lashon nekeivah, the female gender. Why is this 703 B A 87w vk R ‘?S?J |

so? Qne reason _given is that mothers are especially capable of TRDY 3T irRw [ mno? oK oo Y0 YTw SMwRn v
getting the quiet child to open up and speak. The Shem MiShmuel "0¥7 N71°3 A% m¥n 33 o 1 1 noxa 1w Yxazmax oy VP
explains further that in every relationship in this world there is a %Dﬁm v prvw - ony onb na NN ¥3p K 0130 23w AR oW

mashpia and a mekabel, a giver and a receiver. 1WA a1 YR non i onn e { IR 12% nawna Yaw,nawnd 11

The relationship between a rebbi and his talmid is similar to that \nay onbmw 1o R XY Py [ oA Sy LR ora no Swwd v
between a mother and a child; one might say that the rebbi is the

! : J2% N nnIDY oTRA nwpab » i )

mashpia and the talmid the mekabel. The rebbi teaches and the l SR TR TR U e
child listens and apsorbs.

~¥But when dealing with a she'eino yodei'a lishol, the parent or 23

rebbi must realize that the opposite holds true. The most effective o
way to teach such a child is for the mashpia to become the RS 9w . TRBY FrRen 3
mekabel; a child learns best when he is encouraged to express ' AN D /"' ‘ | '

himself in his own words. It is for that reason that the Baal Hagga- - e
§dah uses the word_“at.”” By giving the child the opporiunity tog ROV SO D092 Tupn TR IR RARM ..nvan By pny

speak ar'ld explain, he becomes the giver and the teacher becomes) MIRMWI 21T AR I WY WAt -~ AT Dop e Lo yawn f
the receiver. This is true in all areas of teaching.

) - ' v 252N Y an ,MIEnn N o0whY ¥n
Before giving my first model lesson | asked many seasoned reb- BY MK 93 A7 0K e nw A ’
bei'im for advice. They responded with different suggestions, but , 7 DX NP0 K17 .91 P 0¥, 100 MHw 2773pn Ay M wan

tgeyka:j“ shared one sentiment: Do as little talking as possible; get, L7780 DR MI0T 0331 TPIRT TRY ,0MIDAB AR ANDY AYIR DAnD
the kids to talk. . r

Getting a child to talk, however, is only half the job. It is the 17 X¥’ 70 239% 1 % nx ©00n a0 OWY X0 Nyxwan noRwm
listening that the parent or rebbi does that is the other half. Great ?7 1780 MDD
listeners exhibit patience, concern, and understanding. Tonight, as

we listen to our children, we must not only “allow” them time to  NIM33 7N’ D™3H NRoY $IMR 0 WY A3 APY3 DMDO KR
speak, we must listen carefully to what they are saying. .

[ab) Lo7on l7"7:1 -'IJ!D ) AP N33 NAMIA IRIWY "BY) SR oy Yw AR
IR MMLDWTINNN NAW DYIeT DRl N 0’1’717)',17‘13’33 V,nm_n;j_:mrx‘

WRDIN \}Iit ) 22 KM% NDPR NBRI DX YAV AWIMNT W uY @winw oo
' oy 7 vy 9 9 bl &l h k] &) kl h
WKW [up 1 3T AR oy B BX 7RMED VPN IR OCPRY YIBND X PR LD AW IR PR DHNYR
M pan Yax 3ORwETY) Srwb v 7Yn 7T ORA IMRD NPT WA R DI NPT wHn no1dN Mtab K3 IR

ow pipm wKwe S50 4 ormKw
WD SITAD N VYl eyt m
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T 93 7ywnb men xvn K1 nwhw ORI ;87 130 10N 0RAW 2P MO0 DR 1277 07907 X 127 ol
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TTORT YRS KT Ty nbaw
™ DO W KO TR YHA ThTYNY
STVITT BR

P71 RY 1073 Y9Ynm ,07I¥nn DR DBN RIT ,MINWYR AR TR 91903
IO DOWORR QUNRD LNI0R DWRR ARD LMD 00NN RIR MIOD WY
28 Ao /49 @, | /R IR TINW 17 DR D3 KPR 91 T2 00w 17 noR ?rmb; 5
And as for the one who doesn’t know how 8 ask .. . The fourth child does 3712’32 WAINA DRYIWA Y2 X3 ,357 IR 1707 IMIX DR WK {79

not have the intelligence even to ask. [When speaking of him, the Torah does < by DRI IR IR UK TR IR LINDWI MW DOOWE X3AX 9O
not mention the child asking any questions.] It merely says that “‘you shall tell : T Y

your child.” The parent has an obligation to stimulate the child’s imagination by M I % NEPR 5 2anY .0y oOdRYHR 95 ‘,E;DW;"( Rl AN K1)
telling him the story of the miracle. He should explain that it was because of a | R T T T . ——
Seder very much like the one now being celebrated that God did miracles for us ) ol | .
when we left Egypt. ' MW LYWW DY WpnaY TR BAIR DAY 1A aon pusn 93

The verse quoted here is actually the same one that was used to answer the . =
wicked child. The_verse applies to both of them, the wicked child, and the one 2 T2 LI I NIV YV IR DWRM WORT 3 Wpn PRIWNIAY
‘who cannot ask. b . - y s

The Exodus involved some of the greatest public miracles the world has ever ,nxm M7IXT X 01BN : AR DIMYW DT TN MY A¥B 1Y W TT00
seen. God literally changed the order of the laws of nature. This was something Tond WYY M Y NN LANRD 12 NYRY IPLR amp arapw nys
that God did for Israel for the sake of the Torah that they would study, for the
sake of the commandments that they would keep, and for the sake of their : DT 93 0 Iy o T’ TPy
righteousness in avoiding all the things that God would forbid. ' . _/"_‘. NS 2 29

The wicked one obviously would not deserve God’s changing the laws of B ' D ) {5 "'_" 7, o

nature for his s.al(e. This is also tr,ue.of the one who cannot ask sinte.he7d0?5 ot g 5xm 1K 150K ,1525 MY KX nb;(W n ﬂ:l'lJD:J -~ b 1 WKE
even have the intelligence to question the things that he does. Curiosity is the myn wy oy 55 5 L

mark of a human being; one without any curiosity whatever is no better thana '’ == Y 273 Yk 12 PR 391 W2 KT O T K0 v bevs K ;
dumb_animal. : DK KOK 17t wxenn 5K 15 0 by gx X3 WK 730 Yo AT oeupe 190K
@ Therefore, the answer for the one who cannot ask should also be, ‘‘Because : — 75K X3 WK KT
of this, God did miracles for me. Because I make a special effort to keep God's e
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50
commandments, He made a special effort to alter the very course of nature. For

you He would not do this, since you do not even make an attempt to understand
the commandments. You are not curious about the commandments because you

are not concerned with them.”

One must then encourage the child to have curiosity and ask questions. One

%'sho_uld explain that if he does not want to remain ignorant, he must constantly
' probe and try to understand the reason behind each thing. He can thus become .

wothy‘gysnﬁﬁ.hﬁmihemmmmm&_hm&MBox
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138 2% WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE

Rav Elchanan famously answers that the root of heresy is emo-
tional rather than intellectual: Belief in the Ribono Shel Olam is
the most natural thing in the world. It is inconceivable that all of
the incredible things in creation came to be without a Creator.
A heretic, however, is someone who wants to Jive his life with-
out anyone telling him what to do. So he construes all kinds of
questions and arguments in order to deny the existence of the
Ribono Shel Olam. But it is not his intellect that is denying it. It
is his character and his emotions. That is why the Torah tells us
not to follow our hearts. It is the desires of the heart thart lead to
heresy.

dt is important, therefore, to teach a child about emunat at a
very young age, because the younger the child the less emotional

|

tesistance he will have to belief in the Ribono Shel Olam. The
younger he is the more natural this belief will be, and once it is
deeply ingrained, it will remain with him for the rest of his life.
If you tell him about Yetzias Mitzraim, he will have no problem
accepting it, because he is too young to want to cast off the obliga-
tion of the human being to his Creator.

The passuk says (Yirmiyahu 7:29), “Faith was lost, it was elimi-
nated from their mouths.” At first glance, the Navi is saying that
because faith was lost no one spoke about it any more. But Rav
Simchah Zissel, the Alter of Kelm, ays that it means the exact
opposite. Faith was lost because it was eliminated from their
mouths. If we don’t talk about emunah, if we don't constantly

speak about the Ribono Shel Olam, faith will eventually be lost.

In modern-day society especially, it is not socially acceptable to
speak a lot about the Ribono Shel Olam and to say that there is
no kochi ve'otzem yadi and that everything comes from the Ribono
Shel Olam. If someone pulls out a newspaper and tells you about
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person was successful and how this politician did this and that
politician did that, try telling him that it is all nonsense, that the

Ribono Shel Olam controls the world no matter what any one
individual does. The only response you will get is a quizzical look
and a shake of the head.

But your young children will not react that way. If you sit down
with them and speak to them about Yetzias Mitzraim and the fun-
damental tenets of our faith, and they see on your face that you
are speaking from the heart with full honesty and sincerity, they

will accept what you say without question. When something good

appens to your family, you should speak about how grateful you
are to the Ribono Shel Olam for all the good things He does for

us even if we are not always deserving of His bounty. And the

more you speak about emunah to them the more it will become

ag integral part of their lives and their way of thinking. You will
create an atmosphere of emunah in your home, and your children
*will absorb emunab with the very air they breathe.
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Lﬂ [117] THE HAGGADAH OF THE ROSHEI YESHIVAH 939 m-ﬂ?w

It is because of this that Hashem did so for me when I went out of Egypt

As the Haggadah soon explains, the meaning of

“because of this” is that God took us out of Egyptin

order to eat these foods — matzah, maror and the pesach offering — and to perform

all the other mitzvos of the Torah (see Rashi to Shemos 13:8). R’ Moshe Feinstein

Joted that it seems rather odd that this is the answer given to the child who is

unable to ask questions. That child presumably knows absolutely nothing about the

:{( Exodus, being totally ignorant of his heritage. Why, then, does the Torah stress for
this son_the mitzvos of eating the three Seder foods and_their relevance to fhe.

Exodus, rather than recommending :. full-fledged description of the events and
importance of the Exodus — p%@omething along the lines of the answer given -

by the Torah for the simple son in Shemos 13:14-15?
R’ Moshe concluded from this that the son ““who does not know how to ask” is
not an ignorant man, or an assimilated, uneducated Jew. Rather. he is a man who

Engendering enthusiasm
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is quite familiar with the rituals of Judaism and performs them faithfully. However,
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he does 3o out of habit and conditioning; he does not know why the mitzvos are
important, nor does he care. lack Jlect to ask, but the inter
conversation with him,”’ explaining the profound significance of the mitzvas which
he regards with such indifference. Let him know that it is in fact because of the
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