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[What is the difference between witchcraft, which the Torah forbids one to benefit from,
and science, which the Torah welcomes?] Any advances achieved through natural
science are not to be considered magic, which is prohibited. There will come a time when
science will know how to create human beings without the natural intimate act. This has
been explained in the books of science and is not an impossibility. It is permitted to be
involved in such procedures for they are considered within the order of nature and not
in the category of [forbidden] magic. This is similar to the statement that anything
achieved through the science of medicine is not considered darkei emori [idolatrous
practices].

2) Baba Batra 10a

This question was actually put by Turnus Rufus to R. Akiba: If your God loves the poor,
why does He not support them? He replied, So that we may be saved through them from
the punishment of Gehinnom. On the contrary, said the other, [Turnus Rufus] it is this
which condemns you to Gehinnom. I will illustrate by a parable. Suppose an earthly king
was angry with his servant and put him in prison and ordered that he should be given no
food or drink, and a man went and gave him food and drink. If the king heard, would he
not be angry with him? And you are called 'servants™, as it is written, For to me the
children of Israel are servants. (Lev.25:55.) R. Akiba answered him: I will illustrate by
another parable. Suppose an earthly king was angry with his son, and put him in prison
and ordered that no food or drink should be given to him, and someone went and gave him
food and drink. If the king heard of it, would he not send him a present? And we are called
""sons,"" as it is written, Sons are you to the Lord your God. (Deut. 14:1).
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Raba said, When man is led in for Judgment he is asked, Did you deal faithfully [i.e., with
integrity], did you fix times for learning, did you involve yourself in issues of procreation,
did you hope for salvation, did you engage in the dialectics of wisdom, did you understand
one thing from another?
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Tosafot remarks that a male who needs to undergo medical procedures in order to become
circumcised is not mandated to do so—even though without the procedure the individual
will be unable to participate in several mitsvot (Torah commandments) including the eating
of the Paschal lamb.
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9. Ramban Niddah 13a
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11. Igrot Moshe Even ha’Ezer 2:16
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12. Rav Zalman Nechamya Goldberg Asia (vol. 65 p. 49)
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13. Rambam Chovel u’Mazik 1:1
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