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MEDICAL AND HALACHIC
PERSPECTIVES

1. Genetic testing for BRCA ("high risk” individuals)
2. Options for BRCA carriers:

a. Preventative surgery

b. Next generation
3. Disclosure of BRCA carrier status

4. BRCA screening for all Ashkenazi Jews?
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1) Genetics in the Talmud
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Chazal’s Awarenes of Propogation of Disease
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2) Genetic Testing
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3) Prevention
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a) Prophylactic Surgery

Removal of Breast Tissue (mastectomy)
- Chavalah
Removal of Ovaries (oophorectomy)
- Mitzvah of Pru U’rvu
- Sirus
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b) Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis
Family With a Risk of Cancer Tries to
Change Its Destiny

A Controversial Procedure Lets
Couples Select Embryos Free of
a Genetic Mutation

Wall Street Journal Feb. 17, 2014
To shield any future children from the fear she harbors of getting
breast cancer, Katie Dowdy underwent a controversial procedure to
select embryos of hers that were free of

a genetic mutation linked to the disease. Deciding to have the
procedure, called preimplantation genetic diagnosis, or PGD,
wasn't easy, says Ms. Dowdy. Her husband initially "worried about
playing God," she says. "I thought, if I could have a healthy baby
who doesn't have to worry about the same

thing I did, why wouldn't I?" says the 34-year-old, who hasn't had
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cancer. The couple, who live in Castle Pines, Colo., now have two young girls, both born using

PGD.

4) Disclosure
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Rabbi Daniel Feldman, “Lashon Hara in Shidduchim,” Kollel Yom Rishon February 1, 2015
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/828349/Rabbi_Daniel Z Feldman/Lashon Hara in

_Shidduchim_and Among_Family Members



	MES KYR 2-15-2015 cover
	BRCA mekorot
	final KYR NSA PDF
	genetics YU sources

	Blank Page

