
The Abraham and Millie Arbesfeld 

Kollel & Midreshet Yom Rishon 

The Yeshiva University Student  

Medical Ethics Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

ד"בס   

 

Testing for Cancer  
Risk in the Jewish  

Community: Ethical and 
Halachic Perspectives 

  

 
Nicole Schreiber-Agus, PhD 

Rabbi Edward Reichman, MD 
February 15, 2015 •  ה"תשע שבט' כו  

 
 

 

 





 



 



1) Genetics in the Talmud

a cenr cq sc zenai zkqn ilaa cenlz 
oax ;iax ixac ,lenz `l iyily - zne ipy ,zne oey`xd dln :`ipzc

id !`kti` `ipzde .lenz `l iriax ,lenz iyily :xne` l`ilnb oa oerny
rax`a dyrn :opgei x"` `a` xa `iig 'x xn`c ,y"z ?`zipixg` ediipin

- ziriax ,zne ziyily ,zne dipy ,zne dpey`x dlny ,ixetva zeig`
`iz` i` `nlce .ilenz l` :dl xn` ,l`ilnb oa oerny oax iptl z`a

`nlce .`a` xa `iig 'xc dizecdq` i`n ,k"` !dl xn` ded inp ,ziyily
`l ,zewfgn zeig` zxn`c `zyd :`ax xn` .zewfgn zeig`c ,l"nw `d

,`ede ;mirxevn zgtynn `le oitkp zgtynn `l dy` mc` `yi
 .ipnif `zlz wfgz`c

Chazal’s Awarenes of Propogation of Disease

 a cenr cq sc zenai zkqn ilaa cenlz
.ipnif `zlz wfgz`c ,`ede ;mirxevn zgtynn `le oitkp zgtynn `l dy` mc` `yi `l

2) Genetic Testing
i oniq 'c r"d` wlg dyn zexb` z"ey

 .oi`eyipd mcew qk`q iih zlgnl wecal yi m`
didz minzc `xwd df lr xnel jiiye el`k miclep micli ohw herin `edy s` ik c"rl d`xpd edfe dfa izpiir

oeik n"n ,zecizrd xg` xewgz `le el dtvze zeninza enr jldzd azky my ynega i"yxtke jiwl` 'd mr
xyt`y dn ze`xl mipird zxibqk `ed envr z` wcea epi` m`y oecl yi wecal lw ote`a df dyrp dzry

wecal dy` `yil jixvy inl ie`xd on c`n lecb xrv clid ixedl `ed dfk xac rxi` e"g m`y oeikne ,ze`xl
 .efk dwica `ki`y mlerd erciy mipte`e mipezr i"r xacd mqxtl aeh okle .envr z`

`r oniq 'a n"eg wlg dyn zexb` z"ey
 .dy`d mgxn zigelgl z`ved i"r zeigl lkei `ly dleg `ed m` xaer wecal xzen m`

zrd lk dlege xvw onf wx digiy dfk cle `edy xexaa rcp m` s`y heyt xaer lr dgivx xeqi` `ki`y xg`ne
dlgzy mb yegl yi df liayay s`e m`dl xyt`d itkn xzei enr daxd gexhl ekxhvie zrc mey el didi `le

 .mlye `ixa xaerl enk dgivx xeqi` df xaera mb yiy ,xaerd bexdl xizdl jiiy `l en`
did `ly `nlra dxryde `pcne` wx `ed dfk cle `edy mzwican epeciy mi`texdc dwicay rcil jixv llkae

rcil yi llkae .lirlck xeq` dfk cle `ed m` s`c meyn `picl df rbep epi`y j` ,dfa mdixac lr jenql jiiy
migely daxd ik mi`texd miziqny mixaca e"g oiypern hlndl mkgzdl jiiy `le minyd on `ed lkd ik

dy`d z` jxai epnn dywaae ea oeghade df zekfa f`e z"iyd dyery dn lk dad`a lawl jixv okly mewnl
.oiihypiit dyn ,exiwen ecici     .mipye mini jxe`l mlye `ixa miiw cle clzy

3) Prevention



Nishmat Avraham

a) Prophylactic Surgery

Removal of Breast Tissue (mastectomy)
- Chavalah
Removal of Ovaries (oophorectomy)
- Mitzvah of Pru U’rvu
- Sirus

 br oniq a wlg htyn oyeg dyn zexb` z"ey
 .mgxd zexepve zelgyd mb jezgl xzen m` dngx z` jezgl ekxvedy dy` .f

ly okxc `gxe` ab`e ,mgxd z` mixiqne gezip zeyrl oikixvy ote`a dngxa dlgn dl yiy dy` xacae
mda oi`y it lr s` ,(f"rla qaeh o`it`l`t) mgxd zexepv z`e (f"rla qix`e`) zelgyd z` xiqdl mi`texd

meyn xeqi` dfa yi m` ,mifeg` dyng jxra (xrqprw) ohxq zlgn f"ir da zeyrdl lelry liaya dlgn mey
`linn aey `kile clzy jiiy `l aey ixd mgxd lhipy oeikne ,qexiq xg` qexiq meyn `kil dy`a dpd ,qexiq

.....qxqn xg` qxqn meyn da oi`c qexiq xeqi`
yyg `edc df xizdl dy`dl dpkq aiygdl yi mifeg` dyng jqa wx `edy s` ohxq zeyrdl lelry `d mbe

 lecbyi inp envra gezpd mby meyn `ed mixyrn cg`c yyg liaya gezp dlgzn zeyrl oi`c `nip m` s`e
dpkq yyg dfadf liaya xrvd `l` dl sqep `ly xazqny mgxdc igxkdd gezpd zrya `edy df ote`a la` 

xyt` okly ,ok xazqnke cal mgxd jezgln xzei xrv mey dl sqezip `ly xyt` mbe ,hrn xzei ekzgy cal
xzei df cvn didi ile` j` ,dzaehl wx `l` oexqg mey dfa oi`y meyn dpnn dl`y `la mb ok zeyrl oilekiy

dpnn le`yl aeh xzei okly lecb oipr df oi`y s` mgxd zexepve zelgyd oiyery xg` oipr e` yinyz z`pd
 .dfa y"xi mi`texd ehilgie dlrane

Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis
Family With a Risk of Cancer Tries to
Change Its Destiny
A Controversial Procedure Lets
Couples Select Embryos Free of
a Genetic Mutation
Wall Street Journal Feb. 17, 2014
To shield any future children from the fear she harbors of getting
breast cancer, Katie Dowdy underwent a controversial procedure to
select embryos of hers that were free of
a genetic mutation linked to the disease. Deciding to have the
procedure, called preimplantation genetic diagnosis, or PGD,
wasn't easy, says Ms. Dowdy. Her husband initially "worried about
playing God," she says. "I thought, if I could have a healthy baby
who doesn't have to worry about the same
thing I did, why wouldn't I?" says the 34-year-old, who hasn't had
cancer. The couple, who live in Castle Pines, Colo., now have two young girls, both born using
PGD.

4) Disclosure
 fh weqt hi wxt `xwie

 :w«̈eŸw§i i­¦p£̀  L®¤r ¥x m´©CÎl ©r c ­Ÿn£r ©z ¬̀Ÿl Li ½¤O ©r §A Æli ¦kẍ K³¥l ¥zÎ Ÿ̀l
Rabbi Daniel Feldman, “Lashon Hara in Shidduchim,” Kollel Yom Rishon February 1, 2015
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/828349/Rabbi_Daniel_Z_Feldman/Lashon_Hara_in
_Shidduchim_and_Among_Family_Members
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