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110 @ The Specifics of the Trait of Cleanliness

We need great scrutiny and much meticulous-
ness if we wish to keep our hands clean. The problem
is that the yetzer hara is attuned to our weakness in
this field, and he tells us exactly what we want to hear.
He explains quite eloquently that we are brilliant, while
the other fellow is a fool. His loss is our gain, and that
is how it should be. With the yetzer hara so hard at
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work, it takes a great deal of ongoing personal analy-
sis and honest introspection to avoid even a tinge of
dishonesty. If we can do so, though, it is an enormous
accomplishment as well an advanced level of sanc-
tity: And if he does cleanse himself of it, he should
know that he has already reached a great level. For
many will act piously in many branches of piety,
and in the matter of despising financial gain, they
cannot reach the province of perfection.

A number of halachic stringencies have achieved a
certain popularity. There are pious individuals who will
devote unlimited time, money, and effort to the pur-
chase of the textbook-perfect etrog for Sukkot, paying

_any exorbitant price the seller asks. They will exam-
ine a lulav with a jeweler’'s loupe again and again to

make sure it meets the highest standards, heedlessly
+ ruining several rejects in the process. Others may b
5 out a strident rendition of Tikun Hatzot every night)
. regardless of the neighbors' desperate need for sleepﬁ\(
Unfortunately, such people are groping for standards
which are beyond their spiritual level, seeking out ex-
tras while ignoring the basics.

8 Yet when it comes to keeping away from unfair
profits, there is a surprising willingn:éss to bend the
rules and look away. Here, no one is carrying a magni-
fying glass and no one is looking for extras. If we truly
wish to function on a high spiritual level, we should re-
member the Rambhal's words: And if he does cleanse
himself of it, he should know that he has already
reached a great level.

And this is what Tzofar the Naamati said to Iyov
(Ilyov 11:14); “If there is wickedness in your hand,
distance it, and do not have wrongdoing dwell in
your home, for then you will lift up your face from
imperfectior},vand you will be strong and not fear.”
The presence of ill-gotten gains in our homes testifies
against us as nothing else can. However, if we are free
of this prosecutor, we will be considered perfect and
we need not fear.
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A MAN LOOKS into a mirror and finds dirt on his face.
Concerned about his appearance, he takes a washcloth and
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starts washing the mirror. He vigorously scrubs the mirror in
order to remove every fleck of dirt from his face. He looks at
the rag from time to time, and when dirt no longer appears on
it, he is convinced that his face is clean. If he inspects his face
~— and not the rag — he will be quite surprised to see that it is
just as dirty as before. If he does not bother to check, he may
never know. ~

This quite accurately describes some of our efforts at self-
improvement, including not speaking lashon ha-ra. We try
very hard, but sometimes meet with only limited success, Qur
words mirror our innermost thoughts and feelings, and if our

heart is clean and pure, our words will be, too, If our heart is

soiled with hatred, our words will be either harmful or insin-_

cere. The Mishnah in Avos 2:9 confirms the opinion of Rabbi
Elazar ben Arach that a good heart is the most important trait,

as it includes all other positive traits. A good heart feels the

needs of others, and labors incessaritly to provide-—quietly,

*mnoticed—and never tires. A bad heart only feels irself, a5 it

ig regretfully full with arrogance, jealousy, grudges, prejudg-

ment and hatred.

>

Ahavas Chinam

In Avos De-R’ Nosson it says that you must love your fellow
as yourself because nx1a 3 218 — “I, Hashem, have created
him.” Although Hashem also created everything else and you
are not commanded to love anything else, Chazal mean that
Hashem created you and your fellow Jew as the creation clos-
est to Him. The source of the Jewish soul is the highest level
of creation in Heaven, and it is the same as the source of the
Torah. That is why the Torah tells us to treat our fellow Jews
with ahavas chinam, unconditional love, -

ince all the Jewish people are rooted in this one great
soul of Klal Yisrael, we are:actually one person. The Arizal
says this is the reason why we are responsible for each other

like one person, and are commanded to love each other as
‘ourselves. The entire Torah is about our connectine ourselves
' with the root level of our neshamah, soul, which is the same
as the source of the Torah, as explained in Nefesh HaChaim
(Sha’ar 1). This is yet another reason why Rabbi Akiva called

it the great principle of the Torah. Many more reasons for
this are discussed in the sefer,

QL‘ Difficult to Be Righteous

2{; is much easier to be righteous in the observance of mitzvos
etween man and Hashem than in the observance of mitzvos

between man and his fellow. Chasam Sofer writes the follow-

‘ing (Drashos Chasam Sofer, p. 245): Some extremely righteous
. people will readily sacrifice of themselves for the slightest
detail and nuance of a mitzvah between man and Hashem.

but will always look for ways to be lenient regarding mitzvos
between man and his fellow.”
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9\ 5 Tribes of Gad and Reuven‘

Itis written (BeMidbar 32:22): Yxvwom 1 arpion»m — “Then
you shall be vindicated from Hashem and from Yisrael (the
Jewish People).” This verse refers to the tribes of Gad and
Reuven who asked to inherit the land to the east of the Jordan -
¢ River, before the other tribes conquered Eretz Yisrael. Moshe
Rabbeinu told them that if they keep their promise and enter
as the vanguard of the armies of Israel in conquering the land,
they would be vindicated from Hashem and from Yisrael.”
Chasam Sofer (Teshuvos, vol. 6, ch. 59 in Likutim) writes

that, although they kept their promise and even remained

there for fourteen years longer, until their brothers were set-
tled, they were only vindicated from Hashem. With regard
to Yisrael they were not vindicated because thejr request had
initially caused distress to them and to Moshe Rabbeinu. For
this reason, the tribes of Gad and Reuven were the first to
be exiled to Bavel. Chasam Sofer adds that he is not sure it is
possible for a human being tg be totally vindicated with regard
to Yisrael, and this may be included in what King Solomon

Sjwrote (Kobeles 7:20): “There is no man so wholly righteous on
earth that does only good and never sins.”

Ao

The cause of all of our troubles has been identified countless
times as sinas chinam — the undue hatred which brings us
to speak lashon ha-ra, and which is rooted in our jealousy,
desire and arrogance. This spills over into many other areas,
including corruption in the courts, flattery, dishonesty, and
innumerable forms of selfishness, vice and aggrievement.
""‘ﬁWe must distinguish the important from the insignificant,
recognize our emotions, our strengths, our weaknesses and our
personal agendas, and appreciate the teachings of the Torah
in their absolute truth. We must absorb, internalize, and ap-
Ply the timeless words of the prophets who reprimanded and
implored us to be upright, kind and just, bearing in mind that

Tprah—true integrity is the foundation, and very being of our
existence.
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There is a midrash on Megillas Esther which says that Yaakov Avinu

caused Eisav to cry out, as it says, “he cried out with a great and
bitter cry.” Where was Yaakov punished for this? In Shushan. It says
about Mordechai Hatzaddik, He went out into the city and cried a loud

qngd__lgLﬁ‘ngry / (Esther 4:1). The midrash continues, “Said Rav Chanan,
‘Whoever says that Hashem overlooks people’s actions and doesn’t

punish_them, let his insides wither away” (Bereishis Rabbah, Toldos

24 7 _ It's certainly not Yaakov’s fault that he
went to take the brachos in a roundabout way. Once Eisav came and
heard that the brachos were already given to Yaakov, he cried out

(bitterly. We can see how great a wrong it is to aggravate a person
even indirectly. People don't feel this at all. They think that the wor

|was made just for them. They don't see anything wrong in belittling?
'or hurting other people.

We can see from here the greatness of Yaakov Avinu. He didn't
want to go. He was about to faint. Angels had to come save him. Still,

there was a complaint against him that he caused Eisav to be
tormented.

a9

.5% Do we have an idea what it means to hurt a person, even in a very
’slight way? We have to weigh and think over many times back and

forth whether we are allowed to make a person feel hurt. This ig to‘
what extent the seriousness of tormenting a person is considereq

There is a very interesting Chazal. It says in Parshas Mattos thyy
when the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven came to Moshe Rabbeinu ang
they requested the land in Ever HaYarden, Moshe Rabbeinu tolq
them that they will discourage the rest of Klal Yisrael from wanting
to cross the Yarden and conquer Eretz Yisrael. They said to Moshe
(Bamidbar 32:32), “We will cross the Jordan River armed with
ammunition.” Moshe Rabbeinu made conditions with them. It says,
Moshe gave to them, the children of Gad, the children of Reuven, and
half of the tribe of Menashe ben Yosef, the kingdom of Sichon king of
Emori, and the kingdom of Og of Bashan, the land with all its citiés and
boundaries surrounding it (Bamidbar 32:32-33). :

A he Chizkuni. one of the great commentaries on the Torah, a‘sks:
> Why was half of Shevet Menashe given a part of Ever HaYarden? They

didn’t ask for it. Bnei Gad and Brei Reuven were the ones who asked
for it. The Chizkuni answered that Menashe caused the sons of Yaakov
to tear their garments. When the brothers came to Mitzrayim to buy
food and look for Yosef, after leaving Yosef’s'home, Menashe ran after
them and asked them why they stole the gold cup of Yosef. ‘They
answered that they returned the money that they found in their
sacks from the land of Cana’an. How could anyone think that they
would steal from his master’s house gold or silver? If they were honest
enough to return the money they found to begin with, how could h’e
accuse them of stealing the cup? Menashe searched everyones
packages, starting from the oldest until Binvamin, the youngest. The
cup was found in Binyamin’s bag. It was then that the }Jrothers tore

their garments.
3o

The Chizkuni says that since Menashe caused them to tear their
garments,-énd considering that Yaakov Avimi didn't want any of the

brothers to go to Mitzrayim, much less Binyamin, and now Binyamin

was being taken away, because of all this sorrow that Menashe
%used, his inheritance was split in half, on the two sides of the

Yarden. This is not connected in any way to the request of Bnei Gad
and Bnei Reuven. The division of Menashe’s inheritance was the
payment for the aggravation he caused the sons of Yaakov. It is
amagzing. Menashe didn’t do this on his own accord. He went to fulfill
the command of his father. He didn’t know that they would rend their
garments. The answer is that in bein adam [chaveiro - relationships

. between a man_and his fellow man - the act of causing another

-%erson to be hurt is so serious in the eyes of Hashem that it has no

limits. The depth of judgment is tremendous concerning this. There
is a teviyah, a demand for justice, against a person, that is unlimited.
The punishment for the sorrow which was caused to the sons of
Yaakov was that Menashe’s inheritance should be split in two halves,
one in Ever HaYarden and one in Eretz Yisrael proper.

>&See what the result is when we hurt another person, not only
directly but even indirectly, and even when it is a mitzvah to do so.
If we do it more than once, what should we think then?

The Midrash tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu was told that the half
hour in which he would leave this world has arrived. He had only one
hour left in this world. Moshe Rabbeinu said to Klal Yisrael, “I
pressured you a lot to fulfill the Torah and the mitzvos. I caused you |
alot of anguish and suffering when fulfilling the Torah and mitzvos.” |

!
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They replied to him, “Our master and our teacher, we forgive you.”
Then they said to him that they angered him a lot and caused him a
lot of exertion. They are now asking him to forgive them. He told
them that he forgives them. This is a wonder! Moshe Rabbeinu is
asking Klal Yisrael to forgive him. Maybe he caused them suffering
when he demanded of them to fulfill the Torah and mitzvos.

Moshe Rabbeinu totally sacrificed his own welfare for Klal Yisrael.
When they sinned with the golden calf he told Hashem that if He
didn’t forgive them, He should erase him from His Book. No harm

should come to Klal Yisrael (Shemos 32:32). Three times he had to .

ascend to Har Sinai to ask Hashem to forgive them. Now, in the last
half hour before his death, he is asking forgiveness; maybe he caused
them suffering. Moshe Rabbeinu knew what it means to cause
someone suffering, He understood that even the smallest amount of
aggravation that one person could cause another has no limits in
justice. He had to ask Klal Yisrael for forgiveness. :
25
Rivka didn't want to tell Yitzchak Avinu under any circumstance,,
that Eisav had atendency toward avodah zarah. The Sifsei Chacham,
says that we shouldn't ask why she didn't go to Avraham. He way
after all, also a navi. He was still alive at that time. The Sifse; "
Chachamim says that she didn’t go to Avraham because Hasher, -
didn’t want Avraham to have aggravation. Avraham Avinu was niftar -
before Eisav_rebelled. Rivka didn't want to cause suffering to her '
father-in-law or husband. Shem wouldn’t suffer because of this. That’s
why she could ask him.

M

We should_realize that if we cause someone aggravation, we are

la;ing with fire. Even if a person is doing a mitzvah and
uhintentionally causes someone suffering, he is punished in kind.
Hashem pays back “middah k'negged middah.” Klal Yisrael suffered
because of Eisav’s great and bitter outcry. Therefore there was a harsh
decree on Klal Yisrael and Mordechai cried out bitterly in Shushan.
This is when you cause someone suffering indirectly; how much more
when you torment him directly! We have to work on our relationships
bein adam Uchaveiro and view other people like golden vessels which §
we handle carefully. This is how every ben Torah should treat other
people. If we follow this path, we will not stumble and be subject to
unlimited justice. Instead, we will be people worthy of greatness.
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