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*Allow me, please, to make a “private confession” concerning a matter thar has
caused me much loss of sleep. I am not so very old, yet I remember a time when nine-
ty percent of world Jewry were observant and the secularists were a small minority at
the fringes of the camp. I still remember—it was not so long ago—when Jews were
still close to God and lived in an atmosphere pervaded with holiness. But, today, what !
do we sec? The profane and the secular are in control wherever we turn. Even in those
neighborhoods made up predominantly of religious Jews one can no longer talk of the
“sanctity of the Sabbath day.” True, there are Jews in America who observe the Sab-
bath. The label “Sabbath cobserver” Has come to be used as a title of homor in our
circles, just like “Harav HaGaon”—neither really indicates anything and both tesufy
to the Jowly state of our generation. But, it is ot for the Sabbath that my heart aches,
it is for the forgotten “cve of the Sabbath.” There are Sabbath-observing Jews in
America,
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but there are not “eve-of-the-Sabbath™ Tews who go out to greet the Sab- |
balll Withl beating hearis and pulsating souls. There are many who observe the pre-
cepts with their hands, with their feet and/or with their mouths—but there are few, |
indeed, who truly know the meaning of service of the heart! What is the percentage of |
religious Jews today in contrast to the ninety percent only two generations ago? It |
seems to me that religious Jewry survives today solely by force of the Name of God |
who is there after man sins. Qtherwise we should have urterly despaired and given in
to the feeling, with which I am often overcome as I lie awake at night, thar we are
building castles of sand, and any moment 2 wave will come and wipe out cverything.
But God who is there after man sins does not allow us to despair. He whispers in our
ears that “Jerusalem is surrounded by mountains”—one must do much climbing and
work hard, grasp every hand-hold and out-cropping, slide backward and ry zgain 10
climb the mountain so as to be able to reach Jerusalem. “Who shall climb the moun-
tain unto the Lord?” I do not believe that it is casy to return and repent. The path of
repentance, for the individual, as well as the community, is arduous and many boul-
ders are strewn about which can be overcome oaly with supreme cffort. The road is
long and tortuous until onc arrives at the stage of: “Be cleansed before the Lord,"” the
cleansing of the' Name of God who is there before man sins.
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