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8 You shall count for yourself seven cycles of sabbatical years, seven years seven times; the |
years of the seven cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you forty-nine years. ® You shal
the Day

sound a broken blast on the shofar, in the seventh month, on the tenth of the month; on

of Atonement you shall sound the shofar throughout your land. 19 You shall sanctify the
year and proclaim freedom throughout the land for all itsdnhabitants; it shall be the Jubie:
Year for you, you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage and you shall return eachma
to his family. 1! It shall be a Jubilee Year for you — this fiftieth year — you shall not sow, you
shall not harvest its aftergrowth and you shall not pick what was set aside of it for yoursef.
12 For it is a Jubilee Year, it shall be holy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. '3 In thi

Jubilee Year you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage.

-

> Rownbons (=t )

[ X1 92y - IT SHALL BE A JUBILEE FOR YOU.

[What does the Torah mean when it says that this fiftieth year is to be a “Jubilee” (Hebrew,
Yovel)? Ramban begins his discussion by citing Rashi]
Y oW N3RIR DOY sen n'y131 0t myw — This year is distinet from-other years through the
désignating of a unique name only to it. oW M — And what is its name? Sy ,mw 3w

apiwa nypn oy — Yovel is its ndme, on account of the blowing of the shofar that takes place on
its Yom Kippur.?’ "'

wym oY — The above is a quote from Rashi.

pvyona Nyt 1 — And so, too, is the opinion of the commentators,® b3 JwR” W
iy ntpw — and if 20 it is related to the expression, upon an extended blast of the ram’s
horn (53} (Exodus 19:13), and the expression shofars of rams [obari) (Joshua 6:4).

184 1 RABB! FRAND ON THE PARASHAH
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N YOM KIPPUR OF EACH FIFTIETH YEAR, THE YOVEIL
i year, the shofar was sounded “throughout the
= land.” We know the purpose of the sounding of the
shofar on Rosh Hashanah. It is to remind us of the Akeidah
of Yitzchak and to inspire us to repent. But what was the -
purpose of sounding the shofar in the Youveil year?
—'QThe Chinuch explains that it was for the benefit of all
those who owned Jewish indentured servants. According to
the law. all Jewish servants had to be set free in the Youeil

fiftet

o

Sb

8-22. Yovel/Jubllee Year. The Jubilee laws bring hometo
people that the land and freedom are Divine gifts and that
ownership reverts to those to whom He wills it. If people reat
ize that, it will help influence them to refrain from cheating
and stealing, because they will reflect on the lesson that
there is a Supreme Owner. By counting the years, the nation
is constantly reminded of this (Chinuch).

A —
chapter, ancestral plots of land that have been sold between
one Jubilee and the next revert to their original owners with
the arrival of the Jubilee Year (Rashi).

The word iy, heritage, is derived from N, to grasp. One
who owns land holds it in his grasp. Additionally the land
grasps him as well, because one develops an attachment
and loyalty to one’s land (Radak, Shorashim).
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year, regardless of when they were bought or their particular s, and it could become quite hard to give it up. The Yoveil

type of servitude. This was a very difficult thing to demand
of the owners. It meant a great financial loss.
s It must have been very convenient owning slaves and
indentured servants. It really kept the overhead low. There
were no salaries, no benefits, no Social Security, no pension,

 year really presented a dilemma.
_ ‘ »kl‘ herefore, the Torah decreed that the shofar be sounded

throughout the land as a signal to all slaveowners to set
them free, The knowledge that he was not alone, that thou-

sands of other slaveowners throughout the land were expe-

no four weeks’ vacAtion. All the owner had to do was provide
bed and board and treat his slaves humanely. A few years of

riencing the same wrenching ordeal, this gave each individ-
ual slaveowner the strength and courage to do what he

knew was right. True, he knew perfectly well even without




Y ,

the shofar that thousands of others were in the same boat.
But he didn't feel it. He did not see them struggling with the
same ordeal. When he heard the shofar, however, the idea

i

From this remark of the Sefer HaChinuch, one can extrapolate an
important practical lesson. Life is filled with challenges. For some it
is health, for others it is shidduch difficulties, shalom bayis issues,

that he was pot alone came to life in his mind. and he was
able to do what he had to do. He found the strength to set
his slaves free. )

ﬁqhe Sefer Hachinuch emphasizes that this is a powerful
means of reinforcing the human spirit. The knowledae that
“everyone is doing it” goes a long way toward removing the
ebstacles to a difficult course of action.

Peer pressure is an incredible thing. The desire to con-
form to peers is an overriding motivation for just about any-
one, We see all around us how peer pressure is a powerful
Negative force. In today’s society, drugs are wreaking enor-
mous havoc. There is not a kid in all of America that does
not know that drugs are bad for him or her. So why are so
many fooling around with drugs? Don’t they know that drugs
kill, that they destroy lives? Are these kids all idiots? The
answer is, “Everybody is doing it.” Peer pressure can induce
a person to do something that he does not want to do.
X‘The same peer pressure can also be a power for the
good. When a person's peers are exerting themselves to do
Mmitzvos even when it doesn’t come easy, he is also drawn to
behave in the same way, even though he may be feluctant to
do so deep down. When everyone around him is setting his
slaves free, even though this means suffering a great finan-
cial loss, he is also strengthened in his own resolve.

/"

The lesson to be learned from this is the importance of
community. We do not outqro ibilj peer
pressure. When we were teenagers. w i er.
pressure, and as adults we al res.
sure, but perhaps in a somewhat different form. All we can
do _is try to arrange our lives so that the peer pressure we
f, ce is positive rather i ing up with
the Cohens pushes us to do more mitzvos, not to build larg-

er homes and drive fancier cars. Therefore, jt is i ive to

find a community that wants the right thinqé ouﬂ of life. !
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One of the most difficult requirements of the Yovel year is the
unconditional freeing of all Jewish slaves, including those who have
not even worked the minimum period of six years and tho.se who
choose to remain with their masters_after the six-year pe.nqct z.ind

—%i Gndergo the procedure of the ear being drilled with an anwil against

the doorpost, as described in Parashas Mishpatim {Shemos 21:5-6).
The Sefer HaChinuch (§331) says that the freeing of the slaves’

duri;j__Yovel can be a very traumatic experience for the slaves

m;;tgrs, who have become accustomed to the decades-long

service of their slaves. This is why, on Yom Kippur of the Yovel

or_infertility. Others suffer from difficulties with parnasah or tzaar
gidul banim (child-rearing issues). At times, the anguish is greatly
intensified because people mistakenly believe that they are the only
ones with this problem and must suffer alone. If they would realize
*_that there are many others with similar problems, that would decrease
' the pain, as they could put their own suffering into proper perspective.
This is the lesson of the Sefer HaChinuch. It may be traumatic to
have to free a slave who has been an indispensable part of the
household for decades. Monetheless, if a person realizes that
everybody has to do it, and everyone is going through this difficult
experience, it is that much easier to bear.

% Modemn psychology has discovered the great therapeutic and
emotional value of support groups for scores of life’s challenging
situations. It is an idea that our Sages have known about for many
centuries and is another example of how learning Torah helps a
person live a happy, content life.

' e . Y
he Beis Au raises a question with the interpretation of the
Chinuch. If the purpose of sounding the shofar was to

provide positive peer pressure for slaveowners, it should
have been enough to sound one long blast. The Talmud
states (Rosh Hashanah 34b), however, that the sounding of
the shofar on Yom Kippur of the Yoveil year followed the
exact same pattern as the sounding of the shofar on Rosh
.~*Hashanah, with long, short and staccato blasts. Why was all
this necessary? :
The answer is that the recollection of the Akeidah was
ajso of great importance on this occasion. When we sound
"the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, we are reminded of the -self-
sacrifice of the patriarchs. Avraham was prepared to sacri-
fice his beloved son Yitzchak if that was the will of the
Creator, and Yitzchak was equally ready to give:up his life for
the 'same purpose. That is a very important message to the
slaveowners who must set their slaves free. Granted, it is not
an easy thing the Torah is asking of them. Granted, it
requires sacrifice, great sacrifice. But sacrifice when it
comes to obeying Hashem is in our heritage. Our patriarchs
instilled it in our blood.
he Talmud tells us that there are two types of self-
sacrifice. One is “bechol levavcha uvechol nafshecha, with all
your heart and soul.” This refers to readiness to give up one’s
life. The other is “bechol me’odecha, with all your wealth.” On

Rosh Hashanah, we concentrate on the first. During Yoveil, we

concentrate on the second.

In actuality, the second is not necessarily easier than the

“first. Let's not kid ourselves. People love their money. Th

Talmud tells us (Sanhedrin 74a) fh\e;g are certain people for

whom parting with their money is a greater sacrifice than j
parting with their lives. We ask ourselves incredulously, “Do.’
such people really exist?” The answer is absolutely yes. That
is why people work fourteen, sixteen, eighteen hours a day.
That is why do people have coronaries as a result of their
businesses. During the race riots in Baltimore in 1968, a

year, you shall sound the shofar throughout your land (25:9). The=

Torah stresses that this is done throughout the length and breadtlff of

ErLEtz Yisrael so the people will realize “that this is something

standard _throughout the land and that everyone is doing .so. For

there_is_nothing that encourages the hearts of human beings as
“something done by all. As the saying of the wise man goes,).
S mnyna1yY,’ ‘the suffering of many is a consolation.’” (See also)
Devarim Rabbah 2:22.)
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man in my neighborhood went down to: hisTliquor store in
West Baltimore with his shotgun to fend off the rioters.
Crazy? He is just a little crazier than many of us who give
their sweat, tears and energy and the best years of their lives
to the pursuit of financial gain.

Rav Avraham Pam once said that the previous genera-
tion, the one that lived through the Holocaust, was put to the
trial of “with all your hearts and with all your souls.” Our gen-
eration, the Jews in America at the turn of the millennium, is
being put to the trial of “with all your wealth.” How do we
relate to money? What do we do with it? Do we give enough
to yeshivos, to the poor, to the community mikveh, to
Jewish outreach? These are the questions posed to us. It is
the trial of our generation,

l ]
siﬁce the last Yovel As explicitly stated in the pasuk, this mitzvah

teaches a person that the land is Hashem's, For you are sqjourners
and residents with Me. A person should not attach too much

n
o Yan

permanency to his physical acquisitions. He may enjoy them for
years and decades, but, eventually, they will be returned to their
i

Rav Pam would illustrate this concept with the story of a Jew living
in a small community who hired a melamed to teach Torah to his
children for a year’s time. The melarned received room and board in
exchange for his services and became a part of the household. A
few months went by and the baal habayis (homeowner) began a
costly, major renovation of his house, which took a number of
months to complete. When the project was finished, the baal
habayis made a festive chanukas habayis (dedication of a new
home) to celebrate. Neighbors and friends were given a “tour” of
the newly remodeled home. The melamed also took part in the tours
and accompanied the guests around the house, saying, “Here is
where we added a wall. Over there we enlarged the bedroom. Isn't
our new kitchen now very spacious and beautiful?”

The baal habayis overheard the words of the melamed and
became upset. “You are talking like it is your house,” he said to the
melamed. “Don’t you realize that you are only here for a z’man
(limited period)?”” The melamed eyed his master and softly replied,
“My dear baal habayis, you, too, are only here, on this world,
for a Zman.” -

‘-‘ This is the meaning of the pasuk. Even if a person owned a piece
of land or an estate for close to 50 years, nevertheless, when the
Youvel arrives, the land or the house must be returned to its previous
ancestral owner. This teaches a person that his true task in life is to
prepare for the World to Come by learning Torah and performing

mitzvos. While a person certainly needs a place to live, that, and the _

pursuit of gashmius, should not become his purpose of existence.

The Chofetz Chaim would often speak of the-foolishness of
those who believe that their lives are endless, that there is a 13 N3
onya oW (lit., a club of those who will die) of which they them-
selves are not “‘members.” Although they are aware that they attend
funerals, since people die, they think it will somehow never h@en

to them. They feel that they are immune to it, safe from the Angel
of Death.

"‘DWhen Avraham Avinu had to purchase a burial plot for his wife,
Sarah, he came before the children of Ches and said, "/ am a
2wiM N3, sgjourner and a resident among you” (Bereishis 23:4).

* The Of HaChaim comments that, although Avraham lived in that

land, as denoted in the term 2WiR, resident, he first used the word

-3, sojourner. This is because jt is the way of righteous people not to

%Kach any feelings of permanence to life in this world, and he

therefore referred to himself first as a sojourner.
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If people would carefully contemplate this attitude and lead their
lives based on such a philosophy, how much happier and fulfilled
they would be. So much of the endless striving and toil for gashmius
is a result of people thinking that they are residents in this world;
they forget that the days of our years ... are 70 years and if with
_~strength, 80 years (Tehillim 90:10). The message of Yovel is that
\ eventually all land and property acquisitions will have to leave their
present owners and return to the previous ancestral owners. Only
the Torah and mitzvos that a person accumulates has permanence
in this world and is the source of his eternal reward in the World to

Come.
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{Ramban raises a difficulty with Rashi’s interpretation-of Jubilee as “horn-blowing”:]

~n3Y mnn aya bk i — But [Rashi’s explanation] is not satisfactory®® to me, because of
the fact that [Slcriptu;é]. states, it shall be a Jubilee for you.  XW1 NYPN” MW MKW DYY ?‘1‘?? ”
~apawy o mn — For what would be the sense for [Scripture] to say about a year that You
sh;fl stan;:t'.ifyv the fiftieth year ... It shall be a shofar-blowing for you, and you shall return,
ete.”7%0

- 3 ~ In my opinion, Scripture does not refer to
4173 by P nypna Yy b3t ;nga R XY w1
. [tll-i!sj y:a:'] angi:wel on account of the blowing of the shofar, but. rather on ac.count of the freed‘;):n
that the ﬁﬁ:ieth year brings to the inhabitants of the land, mentioned earhir (;ir:i ourtverse,t.onxth;
J 33 v — for {Scripture not menti
“TPn OW QNIYNY MRY PYNTT SN2 T BWD 1IN .
a;ﬁ)eﬁat{on in the first verse dealing with the fiftieth year, which states, You shall sound the

shofar (above, v. 9).239
WY — Rather,
inhabitants,
") Y31 - and then it states, It is @ Jubilee [Bav],
for in [this year] every man is conducted [%37] back *
his family,”24
reside”?2 there.
several Senses, as indicated by the following verses:
be brought [73v] to Hasuey (Isaich 18:7).  tvpnyme o,
oM Y937 oWy — And [other verses] state: along a b

BipR 933 W} PN 13 ohy v pawt b3h yaxg 1 ook s bk
it says in our verse, and proclaim freedom ("] throughout the land for all its
Ineaning that all of them are free men to dwell [y} anywhere they desire," -y

to his ancestral heritage and each man to
0% Pty oy vmban — for “his feet will conduct him [ v] from afar to

2937 ouNY3 i b2 wanwy - And [Scriptural verses] use this term in
» ' W v ~ It is written: An offering will
“BYD Y92 DR Y N ban by v
rook [Y3r] it spreads out its roots (Jeremiah

17:8), and pools, rivulets [*22°] of water (Isaiah 30:25), in which [these words] of the root 52' are

referring to the low-lying areas to which water is conducted [537] by gravity.
12 D3 3T 1YY ~2npaa 1ot pry o -

G2}

Yasn mnay
And we find as well: and the land will give its produce

27 (below, 26:4), and there is no produce {22] on the grapevines (Habakkuk 3:17), which are

\__}also examples where words of this root are used to convey the idea of “bringing,” for produce is

(

what the earth “brings forth,”
the verb xwi% (“to bring”).
and carry it quickly (Numbers 17:11) is translated by Onkelos as

speed.”

It shall be a “Jubilee” for you is that it shall be a time of “
all of you,23

man to his ancestral heritage, and each man to his family,
ME 377 kY art mw mwonn nw o3% mmnw

NN KW 1) - just as [grain] is referred to as nxan, from
™82 SR Y H2im7 , nmnsa 191 — And similarly in Aramaic,
and transport (21X)) it with
Accordingly, the meaning of
conveying,” and it shall be that for
IANBYR 516 W) I Sx Wik 13w 1xan 3 ~ for you will come and return, each
DWRT NI XY Date Ny
B3 N MW — And [Scripture] goes on and

02737 12 iy e g3 ~mah man Ko Y3t we m -

, states, It shall be a Jubilee for you (v. 11), indicating that the fiftieth year shall be for you for \
a Jubilee only, and not for anything else, Typn x% wun X% — and therefore you shall not '

\ sow and you shall not harvest (ibid.);  wp R Yax - rather, it shall be holy (v. 12),
w3 Y31 o3vab anvik Ny X vk — and you shall return,

nwn
each man to his ancestral heritage

(v. 13), so that [this year) should be for all of you a Yovel, as its name implies.2¢
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9. YN 9 — A broken blast on the shofar. The Sages
derive that the broken blast must be preceded and followed
by long, clear shofar blasts [ny*pn, tekiah], so that the shofz
ceremony of the Jubilee is identical to that of Ros
Hashanah. Moreover, these blasts were accompanied by vir
tually the same Mussaf Shemoneh Esrei as that of Rod

Hashanah (Rosh Hashanah 26b).
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other people at all. If so, why does‘the Torah state that it is a'time for freedom for “all
its inhabitants™?!

Another difficulty is that Chazai derived from the words “all its inhabitants” that the
rule of setting the slaves free applies only when alt (or most) of the people of Yisrael
reside in Eretz Yisrael. Why is this so? Why shouldn’t this mitzvah apply at all times

(156] DORASH DOVID

“—

and under all circumstances?

Furthermore, Chazal teach (Rosh Hashanah 8b) that after Rosh Hashanah of the

* yovel year, the slaves still remain in their masters’ possession, It is only on Yom Kippur

- that the beis din blows the shofar announcing that the slaves are free to-return to their

own homes. This begs explanation: What is the connection between the mitzvah of
1 setting the eved Jvri free and Yom Kippur?
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Even more puzzling is the fact that the eved Ivri ceases to serve his master from the

onset of Rosh Hashanah of the yove! year. Nevertheless, he does not leave the master’s

© household at that time. Instead, he remains there, “eating and drinking with his crown

on his head” until the shofar is blown on Yom Kippur. This seems incongruous, If the

master can no longer subjugate his slave once the year has begun, why should he be

required to house the slave and feed him for another nine days, until Yom Kippur?

In all likelihood the master would be happier to send his slave home on Erev Rosh
Hashanah.

%ﬁxﬁlg the Feeling of Superiority
Before dealing with these questions, let us examine the mitzvah of setting an eved
Irri free. For the master, it might be quite difficult to free his slave after years of having
ardered him about as an indentured servant. After all, by this time his superiority over
the slave is practically ingrained in his soul. Conversely, the slave has probably cdme to
™Kiew himself as totally subservient to his master, as part of his mastér’s estate."He has
come to depend on his master to make all his decisions for him and to provide him
with all his basic needs.

When the time comes to set the slave free, this relationship comes to an abrupt end.
Not only does the slave cease to work for the master, but his dependence on the master
is halted as well. In a single day this slave must absorb and internalize his trust and

~faith in Hasher's Divine providence and learn to be dependent only on Hashem, not

on a master of flesh and blood. Being set free, therefore, means much more to a slave,
than simply being relieved of his obligation to serve the master.

As an eved Ivri is a Jewish man or girl, the eved must use this opportunity to build
his recognition of and faith in Hashem as Caretaker and Provider. He must realize that
Hashem provides sustenance for billions of creatures all at once, from microscopic
one-celled plants and animals to the largest and mightiest of beasts. Hashem does all
this with His sublime attributes of mercy and Kindness, and this obligates the former
slaves to devote themselves to serving Him wholeheartedly and to trust Hashem to
guide them throughout the rest of their lives. ’

-‘?Perhaps we can suggest that this explains the rule mentioned above that the freed
slave does not return home immediately on Erev Rosh Hashanah. Instead, he remains
in his former master’s home until after Yom Kippur, behaving as if he is royalty, eating
and drinking as he pleases and celebrating “with his crown on his head” These ten

bggtion to the master, for in the very domain where he had been a slave, he now
ehaves as a lord “with his crown on his head.” This makes the strongest impression
ofxmﬁhm personal status, proving that he is genuinely free ever as he walks
in the same halls and rooms in which he had speht such a lengthy period as a slaye.
This will hopefully ri‘d him of the mindset he had of being a person subservient to

gays are a crash course for him to impress upon himself that he is indeed free of any\’

other human beings. His behavior during these ten days screams out to him, e
dependent on and subservient to Hashem alone. Place your trust and your hopes for
your well-being only in Him” _ ‘
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~* With regard to the freeing of slaves, however, the moral
lgsson‘-seems less clear: how, precisely, is God’s ‘sovereignty
p&i a%[mﬂ‘ through this action? And especially if we bear in

N the ten-day festivities, with masters waiting upon slaves,
urtil Yom Kippur ? :

There is @ statement of the Rabbis that sheds light on this »
T.RIARI 180 VIRT IR0 X XY 5w oxn

One who is bound to another human being is unable to
accept the yoke of the sovereignty of God. -
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A similar idea is to be found at the end of our Portion, in
God's words :

.0%IXN PIRD DMK NN WX 57 Y1AY 073V SR 3%

For to Me are the children of Israel servants—they are
My servants, since I brought them forth from the land
of Egypt.

< Human subjugation, it is clear, detracts from man’s sub-
Mission to the will of God. His loyalties, his duties become ..

divided. To achieve the proud and perfect obeisance to His

word that God asks, man must stand free of the shackles of any
human master. S

_? And it is just_this consummate freedom-to-submit that is the
central concern of these most holy days,-from Rosh ~Hashanah
to Yom Kippur. During these days, we turn our minds and
.our’ hearts to our sole Lord—as, for example, in the substitution
in the Amidah of the words wripn tomn  for R Spn:

it is the sovereignty and majesty of God that engrosses us, to
the exclusion of all other attributes.

N’_I'he position of the Hebrew servant during this time is,
obviously, dmbiguous. Released from servitude, as from Rosh
Hashanah in_the Jubilee Year, he is technically and legally free,
to devote himself to the spiritual purpose of these days—the entire




submission to God thag ‘we -have described. -Legality-is ‘not all,
however: _ingrained deép in his very soul by this time are. the
reactions and reflexes of the slave—the servant of a human

master: attitudes that cannot be effaced in a day, or through the
annulment of a contract,

Therefore, a_special process of emotional liberation has 10
take place. In his imagination and through his senses, the former”
servant_has to come to know thoroughly that he is subiject no
longer to any human master: that he is essentially and_unre-
servedly free to dedicate himself to God. And to achieve this
liberation, a deliberate departure from his previous role is neces-
sary. a gesture of independence from his human master that shall
leave no slave-rankling in_his soul, :

-

* This is the function of the days of feasting and rejoicing in
his master’s house: a spiritual and moral reinstatement of the
servant as a responsible member of society, subject fully and
solely to his true Master. The apparent frivolity of these celebra-
tions is underlaid by a solemn and vital purpose—the liberation
of a_human soul to_Gog.

or awkwardness find no foothold within him. And in this way,
he fulfils the central purpose of these Ten Days of Penitence: he
acts out, as it were, his freedom from human bondage, his proud
and entire submission to the Lord of all.

D
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The master, tor his part, must realize that all creations are the handiwork of
Hashem and that no man should feel a sense of superiority over another. Whatever
ones position, whatever one’s social or financial status, everyone is obligated to serve
Hashem, to fulfiil His mitzvos and to contribute to the revealing of Hashem's Kingship
over the world.? During the years when the master “owned” his slave, his behavior and
attitudes may have contradicted this axiomatic truth. Now that he is setting the slave

Fop

free, it is time for him to reinforce these concepts in his own heart.}

A Personal Shofar Blowing

We suggest that the obligation's of both the slave and the master at the time the
slave is set free are connected to the mitzvah of blowing the shofar on Yom Kippur
of the yovel year. Rambam wrote (Hilchos Shemittah Viyovel 10:10), “It is a mitzvah of
the Torah to blow the shofar on 10 Tishrei during the yovel year. Initially, this mitzvah
is incumbent on the beis din, as the pasuk states, “You [singular form] must blow a
*ta;&am blast on a shofar” Every individual is likewise obligated to blow the shofar, (or

have it blown for him) as it states, “You [plural form] raust Blow a Shofar

The twofold mitzvah of shofar corresponds to the two concepts described above,
The blast blown by the beis din announces that all slaves are free to return to their
homes, their families and their personal pursuits. The blast blown by each individual is
to awaken the former masters’ hearts so that they realize that all
are Mine; [they are My] slaves” (Vayikra 25:55).%

)

According to this, we can understand the Torah's words, “Proclaim freedom in the
Land for all its inhabitants” The mitzvah of setting the slaves free is not simply a matter
of emancipating the slaves from their masters’ possession. It is a call for every member
of our nation to implant in his heart the knowledge that Hashem is the Master of
q:&he entire world and that every person is obligated to.subjugate himself and all his
possessions to serve Him. This complements the mitzvah of yovel, which comes to

demonstrate that the Land is Hashem's possession and that it is only by His grace-that
we live on it and use it

This being the case, the ideal date for freeing the slaves is Yom Kippur, a day when
10 one eats or drinks and everyone is occupied with“cleansing himself of his sins

and shedding himself of his coarse pursuit of physical pleasures. On Yom Kippur we _

pe;génify the pasuk (Tehillim 73:28), “For me, goodness is being close to Hashem On

™ Yom Kippur it is easiest for a person to pronounce himself nothing but a servant to

Hashem, and that is the purpose of the mitzvah of freeing slaves as well.*
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A Lesson for Those in Positions of Power

The concepts enumerated above teach us that every person needs to internalize the
lesson that even if he manages to achieve a position of authority and can command
others to_obey his every whim, he must understand that in essence all men are
Hashem's handiwork. Therefore, despite his official position, no one may feel superior

o anyone else. The mitzvah of setting slaves free during the vovel year demonstrates

that, regardless of rank, one must show respect for all other Jews, for they are all
Hashem's children.
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msb moan K1 Y2, b in the Yyon means “to bring,” and 723 denotes
an act of bringing that is appropriate, such as the bringing of a person

to a place that is right for him, or the bririging of an object to a person

who_should rightly have it. Thus o%"3ir (Yirmeyahu 31:8) or "¢-vav

(Yeshaya}tu 18:7). Thus, 12 is what the land “br'gngs home” to :its owner,
which is also the meaning of agan. 12 or v is a.canal,. which brings
(;Water to where it is needed. vav, then, is that which brings; or, more
“A_preciselz, that which brings home. It restores people and property to
eir proper place and order.

thel’rl‘hus,p als:, Yar in the sense of [1p: one sounds the Y211 |7 in order
to call the flock home; thus o93in niwiv (Yehoshua 6:4) or 3% 123
(ibid. 6:5). 11> was the first city conquered in " px. The '7:1"blasts
blown on a “ww around the city walls called upon the city — in t%le
Name of God — to surrender, or, if you will, to “come home” to its
g rightful owner. The walls that fell heeded this call (see also Shemos
19:13, and our Commentary there). In these passages, 731 denotes not
only the horn but also the “home-calling” signal sounded by the hoxfn.
According to Rosh Hashanah 26a, 72w also means X731, the ram.

the people of Yisrael \ Apparently, this sense of the word, too, is related to the meaning set

forth above. The % leads the flock — and perhaps ‘a'lsb ,'i‘brir.lgs 'it
home”; he is the leader who goes before the flock, which follows in his

foqgsteps.

@cripwre here does not say o3% &1 %3w or mn% man %av, but, rather,
o mvn a1 Yar; and this form occurs twice again — in verses 11 and
412, below. Clearly, the year itself is called here bav, for reasons other
%% the mitzvos of Yavr which hinge on this year. It is a year of renewal
and restitution, a year of restoring and returning; in short, it is a '7_;1’
year, and we are-to observe it as such. We venture to say that thisvgives
' the %ar year itself the connotation of renewal and restitution, far beyond
the return of men and property that we ourselves are to effect.

. MAIn this respect, me»n o of the 22v year resembles tomgoan o of
every year. The m93 of £»we*>1 Ov brings about the individual’s moral
rebirth, which has a healing and restorative effect on his inner and outer
life. This is a gift of grace from the Almighty, Who works wonders.
This gift of a day of renewal (320 ov 7w mEy) brings with it — and
is conditional upon — the o¥n nen, the duties of "'y and nox oK.
Similarly, omewn ov of the 72v year brings _about the x_u}tign’s social
and politiéél rebirth, which has a healing and_restorative effect on its
internal and external affairs. This is a gift of grace from the Almighty,
Who works wonders. ‘

The evils that beset the inner life of society due to social class dif-

ferences and the unequal distribution o_f~pr£;_)elr_ty,_\9{i“th the resultant
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