Destroy Your Chametz — Destroy Your Yetzer Harah!
Rabbi Lawrence Hajioff

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. II, p. 18 — Pesach is not only a celebration of
historical freedom, but also a time to find freedom for our souls.

“The Time of our Freedom” is a
special spiritual opportunity for
freedom, given to every Jew at
this time of year ...

This time of year, Pesach-time, is
not only a commemoration and
celebration of a historical event.
Rather, this time every year is a
spiritually auspicious and
opportune time to fight for the
freedom of our souls.
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Talmud Bavli, Berachot 17a with Rashi — Chametz represents the yetzer hara, the drive to do evil,

which stands in the way of our relationship with God.

Rabbi Alexander, after he prayed,
would say the following: “Master
of the Universe, it is known and
revealed before You that it is our
will to do Your Will. Who
prevents us? The yeast in the
dough [which symbolizes the
yetzer hara, the drive to do evil —
Rashi] and the subjugation to the
non-Jewish nations. May it be
Your Will that You save us from
their hand and that we return to
do the laws of Your Will with a
perfect heart.”
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Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah #117 — Getting rid of chametz symbolizes our desire to work with

enthusiasm and speed in the service of God.

Therefore, getting rid of chametz
symbolizes our desire to work
with enthusiasm and speed in the
service of God. This is reflected
in the statement of the Sages,
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“Be bold as a leopard, light as an | *2%3 y1 w1 %P "7 715727 2177
eagle, swift as a deer, and strong [ 7228 1x[ MWY? *IRD M

as a lion, to carry out the Will of onwaw].

your Father in Heaven” [Pirkei
Avot/Ethics of the Fathers
5:20].

Rabbi Eliezer Papo, Peleh Yo’etz, Chametz — The mitzvah to rid ourselves of chametz represents
our desire to free ourselves of the yetzer hara.
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Inclination from our hearts.

Therefore, the more one
introspects to free oneself of its
influence, the more praiseworthy
it is.

Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah #117 — Like a person impressed with his own magnificence, chametz is
inflated, full of itself, even though it is made of the same ingredients as the humble matzah.
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we distance ourselves from it, as
reflected in the verse, “Every
arrogant heart is an abomination
to God” [Mishlei/Proverbs 16:5].

Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch, The Jewish Year, pp. 76-77 — Freedom from confinement is only a
neutral state. But to allow one’s Divine Image to shine forth and to take the next step, one has to
acknowledge God as the source of that freedom.

Freedom, by which we mean deliverance from burdens and the
breaking of chains, is only a negative good. This freedom is merely a
state in which the impediment standing in the way of fulfillment of
the human vocation has been removed. It is merely a state in which
room has been made for the Divine likeness to shine forth in man.

If this vocation is to be fulfilled, if this likeness is to be realized,
then the person who has become liberated and has been freed from
his burdens must acknowledge Him to Whom he owed this
liberation from his burdens and this freedom. The freed,
unburdened person must accept his freedom from burdens and his
liberty as a gift from God. He must recognize in God the source of




his freedom, and must feel himself eternally bound to God and in
service to Him precisely because of his freedom.

Pirkei Avot 6:2; Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. I, p.
of Torah are the means to gain true freedom.

Pirkei Avot 6:2

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said ...
“The verse states: “The Tablets
of the Ten Commandments were
made by God. The words
thereon are the writing of God,
engraved onto the Tablets’

‘charut (engraved); rather read it
as ‘cheiru? (freedom), for there is
no one as free as one who
engages in Torah study.”

Rabbi Friedlander

Those people who regard
themselves as “free” from
mitzvot are really not free at all.
On the contrary, they are held in
chains, each one a servant to his
yetzer hara [Evil Inclination].

The study and performance of
the Torah is the only means to
gain freedom and control over
one’s yetzer hara and base desires
[which would otherwise guide all
of one’s decisions]. Therefore
the Mishnah states, “Do not read
it as ‘charuf (engraved), rather
read it as ‘cheiru? (free), for there
is no one as free as one who
engages in Torah study” [Pirkei
Avot 6:2].

[Shemot 32:16]. Do not read it as|
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45 — The study and performance



One who is successful in freeing
himself from the yetzer hara and
ruling over it — he is a true king!
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Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah #16 —

imprinted permanently into our consciousness.

If is fitting for us to do symbolic
actions [e.g, eating matzah,
having a Pesach Seder and telling
the story of the Exodus]| that
remind us of the tremendous
spiritual heights we reached at
the Exodus. Through these
actions and symbols the
experience of the Exodus is
imprinted permanently into our
consciousness.

You might ask: Why did God
need to command all these
actions and mitzvot [e.g eating
matzah, ridding oneself of
chametz, telling the story of the
Exodus] just to remember the
miracle of the Exodus? Wouldn’t
it be enough just to #hink about it
once a year to ensure that it is
not forgotten “from the mouths
of our children” [Devarim
31:21)2 ...

To answer, it is important to
understand that a person is
affected and shaped by his actions
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A person is shaped and influenced by his actions. Therefore,
Pesach involves many actions to ensure that the miracles of the Exodus and its lessons are




[more than by his thoughts
alone]. A person’s thoughts and
teelings follow after his actions,
either for good or for bad ...

For example, if a complete
degenerate ... will inspire himself
and exert himself to study Torah
and perform mitzvot — even for
the wrong reasons, such as honor
and prestige — he will still begin
to change in a positive direction.
His self-destructive tendencies
(yetzer hara) will be weakened
since he will be influenced by his
positive actions.

And on the other hand, if a
completely righteous and
upstanding person, who exerts
himself in Torah and mitzvort,
will occupy himself with
negativity and impurity all day
long (for example, if someone
forced him to do it), at some
point he will turn into a
degenerate. For even the
strongest person is affected by
his actions ...

With this principle in mind — that
a person is shaped by his actions
— we understand the need for the
many mitzvot regarding
remembering the Exodus and its
miracles, for they are a central
feature of the entire Torah.

1297 MWD 992 HYD1 OTIRA 0D VT
R VWY NN 7NN 1MW 9
Y1 X1 2 oKX ,0772 PO

I TP OR v AR VWA 179K
T7ANT2 POV AMRTNW 2w

aw» RHW 197587 ,NN¥AY 7N2
PWYA 1921 ,207 DX 701 TR 20
MWD NR °D L,V X o
M35 oownl.

12297 A3 PUTX DR 70 OR 19°DR)
OR ,NI¥A 77N 7O 200 W
1298 7917 YW 0°1272 TR0 POw
1737 7977 WA YW 1T AR
70 POV 92 OR NNRA ,AYT NARINRD
7 TAT2 210 ,MININ NN 217 9D
,TA3 YW NP7 122 NPTRn 20T
>52 YD1 TR 2w NMRY 1277 T 0D
PMWD...

Ny T9Y WP OR LT JNYT R

,0°7X7 501 N7°27 11V NNXNT 1277




mM3a72 %2 ,NININ2 T TRy onw
72777 PR H¥oOn1 072 1poy.




