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PESACHIM
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Mishnaft The tractate begins with the first mitzvah associated with the Passover festival — the search for

chametz:
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chametz by the light of a candle.”
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FREEING YOURSELF FROM “MITZRAYIM”

We are exhorted that in every generation each individual s re-
quired to view himself as if he personally left Mitzrayim —
not necessarily Eretz Mirgrayim, but Mirzrayim. One need not identify

ith having been in the locality of Egypt and building store cities for
Pharaoh, but rather with being steeped in one’sﬂb\\iavn Mitzrayim, one’s

own personal confinement and constriction, by one’s own yetzer hara.
The source verse makes no mention of Eretz Mitzrayim, the Jand of
Egypt, but rather it says, “Because of this Hashem did for me when 1
left Mitzrayim.” :

The sifrei Kabbalah relate that from thirty days before Pesach,
every night Hashem progressively provides each Jewish soul with
the potential to redeem itself from the bonds of its personal slavery
to_the yetzer hara. This redemption culminates on the night of the _

rSeder. Hence, as one fulfills the Seder and its various mitzvos, 115)
qust_contemplate his personal, spiritual enslavement and his eman-

cipation. This is a very personal and individualized meditation,
reflected by the phrase “One must consider himself as if he went out
of Egypt” — not as if he was one of those who went out of Egypt, but
rather as if he was the only one who went out, referring to his own
very personal Mitzrayim.

3 In truth, the reckoning of the 430 years is not from the time the
Jews settled in Egypt. It is counted either from the birth of Yitzchak
ot from the bris bein habesarim, the covenant G-d made with Avra-
ham. If so how are we to understand the verse as the Torah actu-
ally records it? We know that Bnei Yisrael were not in Egypt for
430 years, so how could it say that they “dwelled in Mitzrayim 430
years”? ‘
)¥Perhaps we can differentiate between Mitzrayim and Fretz Mitz-

rayim. Eretz Mitzrayim is the geographic place. Mitzrayim is a state

of being. The word mitzrayim connotes “narrowness,” when one is

Lconstricted, confined, and limited, enslaved by his assions, desires,

) . . N T
and_misconceptions and cannot actualize what his zeshamab really
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this time, however, that we were actually in the geographic location
called Eretz Mitzrayim, which physically epitomized this constric-
tion and confinement through slavery and affliction. So we were in
fact in Mitzrayim 430 years, although not in Eretz Mitzrayim, the
land of Egypt. At the culmination of those 430 years, we left the
land of Mitzrayim, where we had been enslaved for 210 yeats.

- In thislight, Eretz Yisrael is called “eretz tovah u'rechavah — a good
and spacious land” (Shemos 3:8). The opposite of Mitzrayim. It is a
land that permits us to develop and expand, to break out of the con-
strictions and confinements of the yetzer hara. It gives us the potential
to_tealize the totality of the true desires of our neshamah — as indi-
viduals and as a people.
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wants him to do, that which is truly best for him both in this world

_and the next. From the time of Yitzchak Avinu's birth, we were
strangers in a land not yet ours and we were constricted. This imped-
ed the full expression of the Jewish soul, confining and constricting
it 10 a state of ever-increasing Mitzrayim. It is only for a portion of
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-~ Our soul is "truly a part of G-dliness,” and it therefore longs
to be reunited with, and reabsorbed in, G-dliness; just as a small

flame when it is put close to a larger flame is absorbed into the
larger flame. We may not be aware of this longing, but it is there®
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nevertheless. Our soul has, in fact, been called the “candle of

e G-d."*® The flame of a candle is restless, striving upwards, to
preak away, as it were, from the wick and body of the candle;
for such is the natute of fire—to strive upwards. Our soul, too,
strives upwatds, like the flame of the candle. Such is its nature,
whether we ate conscious of it, or not. This is also one of the
reasons why a Jew naturally sways while praying. For prayer is
the means whereby we attach ourselves to G-d, with a soulful
arrachment of “spirit to spirit,” and in doing so our soul, as it
were, flutters and soars upward, to be united with G-d.™*
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In a small way, there is a bit of Eliyahu inside each and every
one of us. Whenever a person is the bearer of good news, he
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becomes a mevaser tov, one who proclaims good tidings, her-
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alding redemption and salvation for those in need.

1% ,mep Y3 miman mEn

DRI AT i ,nnn PR XN

“HaRachaman Hu yishlach lanu es Eliyahu HaNavi zachur

taa ®jhw b 1 orwwa

XY NR LoD MHa nvan minod

53
«$The Cup of Elijah

¢ Whereas each participant in the Seder drinks from his own cup, the cup of
Elijah is traditionally a large chalice, and many have the custom that it is .
shared by all. )

Once the cup of Elijah’is filled to the brim, the door of the house is
thrown open, perhaps to_symbolize our inviting the spirit of the prophet
who is to be the harbinger of the ultimate Redemption. Tradition has it
that Elijah drinks from this cup, whose contents is then distributed among
all Seder participants. |
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%ur individual cups of life may differ, some being more fortunate, some
less so. If we remain totally distinct, we are not bringing ourselves closer
to_the ultimate Redemption. When we drink of a sinéle cup, sharing with
each other both the joys and sorrows of life, rejoicing in each other's j

(noments _of happiness and_strengthening one another in moments of

(gistr’-’ess, we are then bringing ourselves and all mankind nearer to the
edemption of mankind. '
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