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PY¥ We cried out to HasHEM, the God of our fathers;
and HasHEM heard our voice and saw our affliction,
our burden and our oppression.3

26

We cried out to HasHEM, the God of our fathers — as it
says: It happened in the course of those many days that the
king of Egypt died; and the Children of Israel groaned
because of the servitude and cried; their cry because of the
servitude rose up to God.'

HasHeEm heard our voice — as it says: God heard their
groaning, and God recalled His covenant with Avraham, with
Yitzchak, and with Yaakov.2 .

3 Logshe Lav- Romissdl

Ramban’® adds that when two hundred and ten years of
slavery had passed and the time of redemption had arrived, Klal
Yisrael was no longer worthy of redemption. Nevertheless, be-
cause of their excessive crying, Hashem accepted their prayers

and took them out of Egypt. In other words, the power of prayer
superseded their lowly status and precipitated the process of
geulah. A
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We believe that God listens, and that He hears our prayers. Why He does
not respond immediately and allows our anguish to continue is known only
to Him. It is a serious mistake to assume that if God does not answer our
prayers immediately it is because He is not listening. God always listens. We
believe that God is the ultimate manifestation of kindness and is not sadistic.
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He does not withhold anything from us for any reason other than because in
His infinite wisdom, which is unfathomable to the human mind, He knows it
is somehow to our advantage.

«The many miracles of the Exodus which attest to Divine intervention
should reinforce our faith. “Behold, the Guardian of Israe! does not slumber

n'or‘sleep" (Psalms 121:4). God always listens and He responds in the manner
which He perceives as best.
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In the physical structure of the body, there is a
manifestation of this idea of connection which is inherent in
the power of speech. It is no accident that the voice is
produced in the neck. Voice is the root of speech, the power
of connecting worlds; the neck is that part of the human
formn which connects head and body, the higher and lower
domains. The body always reflects its spiritual roots.

This parallel goes further. If we look more closely, we
note that the voice is produced in the throat, which is at the
front of the neck. The deeper tradition states that the front of
a structure represents its positive power; the back represents
its lower, or fallen, aspect. The front of the body in general
represents positivity — the face is a feature of the front, not
the back. Human relationship is possible when people face
each other and difficult when they turn their backs. The
back is blind, impersonal, and it is the location of offensive
excretion. These things are all exquisitely specific features of
the human pattern.

Now we hote that the front of the neck contains the
organ of voice production; the back of the neck is silent. In
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fact, the deeper wisdom states that the front of the neck, or
throat, is identified with Moshe Rabbenu — after all, Moshe is
the voice of Torah; Hashem speaks through Moshe's throat.
“The Divine Presence speaks from Moshe’s throat.” The
same sources state that Moshe’s arch-enemy, Pharaoh, is
represented by the back of the neck — he is the one who
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strives for the opposite of that which Moshe Rabbenu wishes
to achieve; Pharaoh’s goal is to keep the Divine voice out of
the_world, to_silence the voice of the spiritual. Moshe
5 Rabbenu’s task is to achieve connection, the ultimate
connection of spiritual and physical worlds; Pharaoh’s work
is to separate those worlds. Arch-enemies indeed. And the
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letters of the word 71y18 “Pharaoh”, when reversed, spell
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it “ha’oref”, the back of the neck! k
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Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
before Baal-zephon; you shall encamp op-
posite it, by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will say about
the Children of Israel, ‘They are confined in
theland, the Wilderness has locked them in.’
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3}.1Mlechilta. If the Torah makes a poiht of mentioning &,
the location of the encampment, there must be some
| sigpiﬁcance to it (Gur Aryeh). The original name one, T 1ox¥nA nes - n Rpan JDP
“Pithom,” is a contraction of tanp ms, ““closed mouth.” ' C‘fa k AW D
The name signified the tightly sealed borders of Egypt,/
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self in a perpetual state of inadequacy. Hashem engineers the
ﬂgld to provide man with the constant opportunity to dei'élop
arelationship with Him. All the complexities of life are excuses to
yexperience the‘ pieasu_re of closeness to Hashem. All our chal-
lenges, problems, and torments are roads that lead to prayer.

L4
Our challenge is to internalize this crucial point. When life
seems to be good we sometimes see prayer as a chore, part of qur
daily ritual, which we squeeze in betweenf brushing our teeth
and breakfast. When life seems to be bad we rush to our siddu-
rim to solve our problems. In fact, all of thé events of life are just
roads to prayer.!S When the road is smooth, Hashem is chal-
nging us to acknowledge that we can take nothing for granted’
and are totally dependent on Him. And when t'lie road is rocky,
He is giving us the opportunity for extra intenﬁty in prayer, to
achieve an even higher level of closeness to Him. “HaKadosh
Baruch Hu desires the prayers of tzaddikim.”?

o

¥ The answer is astonishing. Although it seems totally coun-
ter-intuitive, all our problems are in fact nothing more than a
means to have a relationship with Hashem, Every challenge,
pain, and moment of suffering, from the anguish of Adam
HaRishon when he opened his eyes for the very first time, to the
agony of the birth pains of the Messianic Era, they all exist so
that man can connect to God. The act of prayeris nota so'luvtion.

to man'’s inadequacy, rather, man’s inadequacy is an opportu-
nity for prayer.
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5 DMI¥ND ANKR WIN — The Egyptians did evil to us
The phrase 1m which is generally translated as “they (the Egyptians) did

the phrase would then read “they befriended us.” In other words, prior to the
period of manifest enmity, the Egyptians behaved toward the Israelites in a
superficially friendly manner, concealing their nefarious designs behind a

facade of brotherhood.

-evil to us” can also be translated as a conjugation of the word y (friend), and;

'&The Midrash states that the enslavement of the Israelites began very
insidiously. Initially, the nobility of Egypt and indeed the king himself
worked on the construction projects, and under the banner of egalitarianism
invited the Jews, as honored citizens, to participate. Slowly the Egyptians
began withdrawing from the work force, acting only as supervisors and
advisers, until the ultimate state of absolute enslavement of the Israelites was
achieved. Indeed, the Talmud recommends that the herb used for maror be
one that is sweet when it first begins growing and turns bitter only in its
maturity, because that was precisely the process experienced by our

ancestors.
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