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> They took what Moses had commanded to
assembly approached and stood before HASHEM, € Mo
commanded you to do; then the glory of HASHEM wil
7 Moses said to Aaron: Come near to the Altar and perform
Your elevation-offering and provide atonement for yourself a
service of the people’s offerin
8 Aaron came near to the

of Aaron brought the blood to him. He dipped his finger into the bloo
the horns of the Altar, and he poured the [remaining] blood upon the fo
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FTER MOSHE GAVE AHARON ALL THE DETAILED
instructions regarding his duties in the dedication of

the Mishkan, he said to him, “Draw near to the.

Altar.” What happened? Why did he need special encour-
agement? Why did Moshe have to coax him forward?
The Toras Kohanim explains that Aharon suddenly saw

the front of the Tent of Meeting; and the entire
ses said: This is the thing that HASHEM has
Il appear to you,
the service of your sin-offering and
nd for the people; then perform the
g and provide atonement for them, as HASHEM has commanded
] at was his. ¢ The sons
d and placed It upon
undation of the Altar,

the Altar in the shape of an ox, and he shrunk back. As the
Ramban_explains, the shape of the ox reminded Aharon of
*lxe sin of the Golden Calf, in which he had played an unwill-
ing role.
In his great righteousness, Aharon did not consider him-
.self worthy of approaching the Altar. “How can | come near

golden Calf.”

“My brother, you're afraid of that?” Moshe told him. “You
of all people don't have to fear what the ox represents.”

That is why, the Toras Kohanim concludes, Moshe said to
Aharon, “Draw near to the Altar.”
*The Toras Kohanim leaves us somewhat in the dark. Why
indeed did Aharon have nothing to fear from the image of the
ox? What was wrong with his reasoning? Even if he was not
fully guilty, it was certainly a matter of concern. What did
Moshe mean when he told him that “you of all people don't
have to fear” the memory of the Golden Calf?

The Yalkut Yehudah offers an explanation based on the
Midrash. Why indeed did Aharon participate in the construc-

éto the Altar?” he said. “I, too, participated in the Sin of the}

L

7. anp — Come near. Aaron was overawed and ashamed to
approach the Altar [because of his role in making the Golden
Calf|. Moses encouraged him, ing, "W

ashamed? It is for this [to fill the position of High Priest} ths
you have been chosen!” (Rashi)

Degel Machaneh Ephraim comments homiletically, ‘It i
precisely because you possess the attribute of shame thy
you have been chosen; God despises the haughty.”

DY WM — And for the people. Indirectly, Aaron's persona
offering was an atonement for the people as well as himselt
because one cannot atone for others unless he is himself fie
from sin(Bava Metzia 107b). Only after Aaron had atonedfc
himself could he bring the communal offerings listed i
verse 3 (Ibn Ezra),
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G
ce e~ wwiuci waur cven atter he saw Chur murdered,
why didn’t he put his foot down and take a stand? Why did-
n’t he say, “I will not allow this. Over my dead body will you
make an idol”?

According to the Midrash, Aharon had the best interests
of the Jewish pzople in mind. “If I let them build the Calf.”
jAharon reasoned, “the sin will be forever on their heads.

ﬁgmmummmmﬁguu__L___Wm
than the Jewish people. Better that 1 should bear the sin.”
~® Hashem told Aharon, “Your love for the Jewish people
was such that you were willing to sacrifice your righteousness
to save them. Therefore, you will be anointed High Priest.”

Because of his self-sacrifice, because he was willing to give
up his Olam Haba for the Jewish people, because he placed
the welfare of the people above his own, precisely for these
réasons was he deemed worthy of being the Kohein Gadol

» “My brother, you are afraid of that?” Moshe told Aharon.

“That’'s precisely why you were chosen. Draw near to the

"Altar!”
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What exactly is Watchfulness?

“The concept of Watchfulness is that man must

be careful in his deeds and in his dealings. In other
x,,*alords, he should contemplate his deeds and his
ways, to see if they are good or not; we must be
éxtremelv cautious at all times, and take our actions
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seriously.

How are we to achieve this? Consider the
behavior of a person carrying a priceless crystal bowl.
Well aware that dropping it would mean the
destruction of a small fortune, he exercises maximum
caution and avoids unnecessary risks. Contrast hlS)

—

behavior with that of a person holding a worthless
trinket; the latter will hardly take his burden as
seriously as the former. By the same token, when we
,stroll down a quiet street we feel little need for specia
( precautions. But when we navigate a tightrope, wher
a false move means injury, mutilation or death, th
(caution level skyrockets.

Woatchfulness means relating to this world as if
we were walking a tightrope. He should not abandon
his soul to the dangers of destruction, God forbid,
and not walk the paths of habit like a blind man in-
darkness. Behold, this is something which his
intellect certainly demands of him. We must think
about we are doing and maintain control over our
actions. We need to understand exactly what it is we
are doing and how it should be done. In this life, there

—%$pis no place for instinctive or impulsive movement.
When we run, we must know why we are running;
man is not an animal. Actions must be controlled
rather than spontaneous. They must be carefully
checked and double-checked: Are they g:;oodD Are

they bad? Where are they leading us J
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Rashi cites Toras Kohanim that Aharon was afraid to go close to
the altar out of embarrassment. Moshe then said to him, ““Why are
you embarrassed? For this reason you were chosen.”

Rabbi Yitzchok of Volozhin explained: Aharon in his humility
felt that he was unworthy to be the High Priest of the Jewish
people. This is exactly what makes you worthy of being the High
Priest, replied Moshe. The attribute of humility is sg precious that
because you have this trait you were chosen to be the High Priest.
(footnote to Ruach Chayim 4:1)

*V_Vhen you try to accomplish in spiritual matters as a leader or
teacher, you might say to yourself, “I realize how little I know. I
am aware of my faults. How can I possibly serve in this position?”
But as long as you are sincere in your efforts and are aware of your

deficiencies, your humility is exactly the trait that makes you fit for
the job. A person with true humility will learn from others, he will

ask questions when he has doubts, and will be.open to criticism.
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command. The Ramban goes on to relate that Aharon overcam,
his fears and brought the offering with great zeal.

Upon examination, this incident seems almost unbelievab],
Aharon kept the feeling of regret for the Golden Calf alive withj,
him to such an extent that it paralyzed him with fear. How then
could he respond to Moshe’s reminder so easily and so quickly
overcome his fears, bring his korban and even offer it with
enthusiasm?

We can glean from this incident a remarkable insight into the
emotional strength and the enormous potential of a human being,
Aharon Hakohen was able to muster the fortitude to perform his
duty and disregard the overwhelming fear he felt. He not only

ntrolled his emotions, he mastered them. He could turn, in a

*Wrgq-_nm@géear to acting with fervor, when the Torah
c r it. It is a common misconception that we cannot control™
qur_emotions — the Ramban shatters this myth. We do have the
power to control our feelings and fears. We must harness this
power and apply the proper emotions at the appropriate times.

Every human has the ability to control not only his actions, but
even the emotions that motivate his deeds. The greater our
capabilities, the greater our responsibility to realize our potential.
The recognition of our true worth and ability can help us grow to
spiritual heights previously thought unattainable. ‘
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Many of us prefer not to assume responsibility. We want to 951 1271 ox v>  memn ovp oxyY TUon ‘
be free and easy, not work so hard — especially on ourselves. m .o%wa T Swoammbe: whand amwe
Yet we must know that above all we need to take responsibility 92 by oxp7 ,02°38% M3 3 R wNaw
for ourselves. In the end of the day, we will be answerable to T T v 0IRY 12 1m3 173apaw owann
Hashem for not having used the potential that He gave us, We 1972% W2 1ma x17 5w ,wnn MennTRY b
don’t like to think about it, but it's a reality: we are responsible. 0293 Ao ®ond ynwn T
Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt"1,*° and the Shem MiShmuel®' both -
say that we will be reproved for not having achléved the enor-
4 vp MW wow now me o2
mous potential that is within us.
How do we achieve that potential? ) v .
. . . Y Y ! Yy Y
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Almost everything in life requires patience, both in Torah
study and in character development. Things worth doing or
ac.h!evznq qenerally take tzmg. Ind.eed, the fact that the‘ a(?com- NP2 MYT AT 0T AR 2PNEY 91 ,0P9R1 oY WR Yawh
plishment takes time to achieve increases our appreciation of
it all the more when we fnally reach our goal and reap the MRY RPYT ARID NYYI AP NN MDW ML) WHDnY RPY
rewards of our patience.” WITII R, "YANR K71, 10°990 10,023 79907, RE¥03 5710 Mapni P)

Patience is one part of the picture; the other is persistence. RER IR N7 MO AT WM A2 TIRYT
We need to push on and not get discouraged, even when things
are hard. One way to help us keep on working, even in the

Wface of difficulties, is to treasure and appreciate the things we've

dccomplished along the way, Taking measure of what we have

already done helps us to avoid despairing over the tasks that () M3 8 37p T U s e Y
remain before us. It is especially important to nurtyre and
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small, either because it is, in itself, important or because an ac-

cumulation of “small” gains leads up to a large gain 11 0375 7Y WNRY ~An (ynY 3NN NYap3 WRW An P MKD
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$1 The true meaniy]g of mesirus nefesh 3K 1YW Yy 7w 1N 0I0Y KLAY e Sy whannw an 0 o7 .
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There is a great misunderstanding about the concept of me- mb 'X 7K1 2"NRY NOBA 30 ' W5 BTmD
sirus nefesh. People think it means forcing yourself todo things MY TN wvipa n S1InR ha ‘YT e ujss:nn %7 XTIV
that are really hard and that run against our nature. This ap- v % nn PrORINA TR Yy Sann Y5 oo ™My mn bo1y X
proach does not work in the long run: people burn out and 1 NIA2) 1% 3719 57 KWORD T PIRT RN 2N
sometimes have a hard time getting back on track. Z 1221 MMaR AR amR W e ar b mm awn ‘mbh§

.One aspect of mesirus nefesh is to develop the willingness N agan T 9y amn

to do things that are difficult but doable, and to do them per-
sistently and consistently. I often tell people, “You can walk
across Russia — one step at a time.” As with physical exercise,
it’s hard to work on ourselves continually, but ultimately the
persistent and consistent work builds us up. Ongoing, doable
effort will build us, not break us.
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