Comparison of Purim to Yom ha’Kipurim
Rabbi Kenneth Brander
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and their hope throughout the generations. To make known that all
who hope in You will not be shamed; nor ever be humiliated, those
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nullified. Although all memories of the difficulties endured by
our people will be nullified, as Isaiah 65:16 states: "For the
former difficulties will be forgotten and for they will be hidden




from My eye," the celebration of the days of Purim will not be
nullified, as Esther 9:28 states: "And these days of Purim will not
pass from among the Jews, nor will their remembrance cease
from their seed.”
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And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa
said: This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He,
overturned the mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask,
and said to them, ‘If you accept the Torah, ‘it is well; if not,
there shall be your burial.” R. Aha b. Jacob observed: This
furnishes a strong protest against the Torah. Said Raba, yet
even so, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is

written, [the Jews] confirmed, and took upon them [etc.]:

[i.e.,] they confirmed what they had accepted long before.
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Teshuvah and Yom Kippur only atone for sins between man and
God; for example, a person who ate a forbidden food or engaged in
forbidden sexual relations, and the like. However, sins between

man and man; for example, someone who injures a colleague,

curses a colleague, steals from him, or the like will never be
forgiven until he gives his colleague what he owes him and

appeases him. [It must be emphasized that] even if a person
restores the money that he owes [the person he wronged], he must

appease him and ask him to forgive him. Even if a person only
upset a colleague by saying [ certain] things, he must appease him
and approach him [repeatedly] until he forgives him.
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