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% You shall make bars of acacia woo ; five for the planks of one side of the Tabernacl,
27 and five bars for the planks of the second wall of the Tabernacle, and five bars for the planks
of the Tabernacle wall at the back, on the west. 8 The middle bar inside the planks shall extend

from end to end.

for the bars, and you shall cover the bars with gold.

'ou shall erect the Tabernacle accord:

% You shall cover the planks with gold, and its rings shall you make of gold as housing.
‘Y

ng to its manner, as you will have been shown on the mountain,
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There are practical applications of this distinction, even within
“the scale of normal daily living. It implies a call to restraint of
this clamouring voice of the self, demanding, asserting, even in
matters where the desired good is a spiritual one. There is a
spiritual egoism, as well as a material one—expressed in an interest
pnly in the benefit to one’s own soul of a particular Mitzvah, for
example, without thought for the best manner in which, objectively
and unselfishly, it should be performed. We should never lose
sight of the moral sensibilities of other people, never wound them,
in_our own determination to be virtuous. Our generosity can
mean the humiliation of another, our piety his embarrassment.
At all times, it is the will of God that should determine our actions
ven where this might mean bemng a Iittle less offi-
cious in our eaperness for Mitzvoth, In prayer, above all, it is
this submission that should permeate all our requests and desires,
to the point where these desires themselves become lost in a

joyful acceptance of whatever destiny He will grant,

G R. Wirsd

(a) The meaning of @312 *naw1 in our verse extends far beyond the
Presence of God merely in the Temple. Its true meaning is the proximity
of God in our midst, the fulfillment of the covenant between Him and
Israel, 'which manifests itself in the prosperity of private and national
life undef: His protection and by His blessing.

(b) G&d does not grace us with His Presence, srotection, and bles-
sing merely upon the scrupulous construction and upkeep of the Sanc-
tuary, but only upon the sanctification of our entire national and private
lives and their dedication to the fulfillment of His commandments. Not
only has this been proven historically by the destruction of the Shilo
Tabernacle and the destruction of the two Jerusalem Sanctuaries, but
Scripture itself stresses this with explicit warnings: particularly regarding
+he three most severe commandments in the Torah (771 T2y, Ny ",
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he Gemara (Yoma 28b) tells us that Avraham '

. Avinu kept the entire Torah even before it was U2 N3 WMwn N3 ISP 10 P, R0 Mbn obwa arp
given. The question that strikes any student of this Gemara is obvious.
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Where did Avraham learn the entire Torah? How did he realize the A0 W X — BT W PRW T 5 p1 Tl Sw wbwa oy o
will of the Almighty?
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My zeide, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky, answered simply: Chazal ex-
plain that the Torah is the blueprint of Creation. KK A3 Y3n0K
xn%y X2, Hashem looked in the Torah as a blueprint from which to PR AR TP K K 3730 RID S B K KT 99 73 139 R .
create the IUOTld (Zohar I 1613) Ifthat is the;ase, the Torah is indeed mu T'R'i oown 1‘7'-, WR Y '71‘-): YR TR 003 M RIY 13 YRYD
the architectural blueprint of this world. Reb Yaakov explained: “If,

_ : o A2 T PR — 9% N 1TY oy Y mm — o0 mEn 3T R — Y
rjor example, the architectural sét of plans to a home islost, onecould (3 s yy1) “mw3 &9 /1 o3 NVTY 19 M CWR 2XAYY e 7 VA MO

‘ replicate them by analyzing the finished product and redrawing new X3 KD TR DT XY NN HIITE AmRRY aom 1amab xm e

plans based on the finished structure.” With this logic, Reb Yaakov  pysmey /7% YA - NI PPN O NVED 30 N2 PNYR Fap
explained that Avraham had the uncanny insight and ability to look hu3% XYY 1 w3 MERY © AY b Y XY — peon BYD Kb 4T
at God’s world — His creation - and by analyzing the world as it was, ! '

. . . : SR IDANIT DR
he was able to derive the Master blueprint - i.e., the Torah — from the T s
world around him : M RINLT RMP1 ynw RYT 00T VMR WK DU 1 MIn N
: . PRMPRY RIMMRY TITRD KW PY0IT7 19707 — “TWAw 3 R PAD pPhen
In defining the importance of the middah of seder and the value " !
e : > ; — YIDTI WM KDY 1137 XIAWT RO PV ORA Y WRY Rebna
of order, it is imperative to look at the world and its subsistence. The ! '

OYSN AMR SY TOY A73pn TopR 9209 93 pWIY YA mn NI RRUR
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world is based on _order. The cosmos, the galaxies, the planets, the ~ — "7 TBpR™ 12 DR@n” 73pn 773pn S0 WY-Mawn Awn AR
earth, the seasons, and the daily cycle of life are all based on one im- @71 "1 X” {TWW M3NI3 BY TV TV DV NN 733 1Y Pwm mevp
portant factor: a_majestic order that proclaims the Divine genius of  I¥120 MAMAR_/127 “7My3 amak *poR nben% opn vapn %3 o7
the Creator. If Hashem indeed looked into the Torah to create this  .T1_“BM3X7 MY aw 7313 — YIwa” :wam tam v — p o
world masterpiece, then the concept of order must be an integral YT XNY'OR 95 Y9y nysw A% DAMOR Bw mammn TR wyyy 1’73’“‘”*
component in the master blueprint: the holy Torah. 1273p_Mn R X0 XA R — BIMaN AR Ao

Indeed, the world before creation was in a state of tohu vavohu, K

desolation and emptiness. Tohu vavohu is often defined as chaos. The

rclassic reference to the world before creation is ohr v'choshech mishtam-z

)shim b'irvuvia, darkness and light served in a state of mixture. There

{ wereno defined borders. With creation came definition, order, seder. In,
fact Chazal tell us (Avodah Zarah 8a): When Adam saw the day gradu-
ally diminishing, he said, “Woe is me! Perhaps because I acted offensively, ;
the world around me is growing darker and darker, and is about to return |
to chaos and confusion, and this is the death Heaven has decreed for me.”

That was Adam’s worst nightmare,
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In the study of Torah itself there are also defined parameters that
are set for us by Rabbi Yehudah ben Teima in the mishnah in Pirkei
Avos 5:25: At five years old a person should study Scripture, at ten years
for_the Mishnah, at thirteen for the commandments, at fifteen for the

Talmud . . . etc.

Even the manner in which Torah is taught — the ages, the specific
study patterns — are defined by order. How careful we must be in

learning the Torah to set our own order as a way to define our goals,
aspirations, and accomplishments.

Rabbi Paysach Krohn during his trip to the great Torah centers of

Eastern Europe relayed the outstanding qualities of seder that were
inherent in the leadership of the great Telshe Yeshivah. “The Telshe
Rosh Yeshivah, Rabbi Yosef Leib Bloch, led his life with such meticu-
lous order that his every move was calculated to the minute. Besides
his meticulous sartorial manner, there was never a moment that was
unaccounted for. He would set appointments for boys to speak to
him in increments of four, seven, or ten minutes. His daily ritual was

punctilious. He would finish his breakfast and Grace After Meals at.

exactly 10 o'clock each morning, whereupon he would enter the beis
medrash. At 3:15 p.m. he would rest. This rest would take place every
day including the day of his own daughter’s wedding.”

*This great adherence to the rule of order was passed on to the

next generation. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchok Bloch, the son of Reb Yosef
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Leib, gave a directive to his daughter, Miriam, before he was tragically

murdered by the Nazis. In his parting words he said: “I want you to

The Steipler Gaon, Rabbi Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, of blessed
memory, in a letter widely circulated in the yeshivos when I was a

student in the 1970’s, strongly chides talmidim who use sefarim with-
out returning them to their proper place. “You cause bitul Torah and
are stealing time from those who must search for the sefarim.”

The question of order is not solely confined to inanimate objects.
Interaction with friends and peers also requires a sense of order and
priorities. The mishnah in Pirkei Avos differentiates between a wise
man and a golem by the order in which they respond to questions. A

wise man responds to the first question first, and the opposite is true

WIL!! a gokm,

3i
The great masters of mussar, from the Telshe Yeshivah’s Rabbi
Yosef Leib Bloch to Kelm’s Reb Simcha Zissel, defined for us in the
modern era the ifnportance of seder in our own lives. My zeide, Reb

Yaakov, told me that the baalei batim in Kelm would set their watches
“to the pattern of the boys going to learn. It was precise and predictable.

>lr If we work on the middah of seder in every aspect of our lives, we,
too, will find it not only difficult to stray from our planned pattern of
daily life, but greater than that, we will find it almost impossible to
stray from a more important path: the path of Hashem,

3o

remember that no matter in what situation you find yourself always
conduct yourself with the same seder hayom. Always keep vour daily
schedule, your timely commitments, your obligations, no matter where
you are. If you live your life with a seder, with a set time and purpose
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for everything, you will never lose yourself or your sense of purpose.”

9

Even in the general camp, there were specific roles for each of the
Levite families and a separate section for each of the Israelite tribes.
Every shevet had a specific location with its own designated banner.
Each shevet had its own mission and personality.

In communal order, the Gemara (Yoma 37a) explains that there is

a precise pattern even to the way one walks: Three who go together: the

§ Rav walks in middle, the greater one to the right, and the lesser student

ito the left. The Gemara delineates different patterns of walking with

proper order. In all assemblies and communal gatherings, even in the
synagogue, there is an order to where one is to sit or stand. There is
a_place for the Rav and the president. There is a place for the gabbai

and the baal kriah. All this is patterned after an original sense of order

passed from Moshe, Aharon, and Yehoshua down through the genera-
tions.

33 TL\NJB\ e lHom of Tl

contribute. Each member of Bnei Yisroel had an equal share in the
construction of the adanim. “MU3nEy Wy’ X2 77M 127 K7 TUYR
Wi - The wealthy shall not add to, nor the poor deduct from, the half-
shekel” (Shemos 30:15). There was an important reason for this.

<k The adanim are the foundation upon which the Mishkan stands.
These silver sockets were placed on the ground and into which were
inserted the gold-covered kerashint, the wooden beams which form
the walls of the Mishkar. On top of the kerashim were laid the several

v layers of coverings which form the outer structure of the Mishkan.

Into this structure were placed all the vessels.
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‘This time I will praise Hashem, [for I have taken more than my
share (Rashi),]’ therefore, she called his name Yehudah...” (Bereishis
29: 32-35).

Leah’s example of how and why she named her children, teaches
us how a person should search for Hashem's involvement in all of
his affairs. This is emunah. Leah did not interpret anything that
happened to her as “chance.” She discerned the hasgachah pratis
of Hashem Yisbarach in all of her circumstances, knowing that

everything was from Him alone and He had specifically caused all of
this to take place.

P May Hashem Yisbarach help us see and perceive His involvement
and have this sacred emunah in everything, amen, so should it be
His will.
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