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12 One who brings offerings to the gods shall be destroyed — only to HASHEM alone!
—? 20 You shall not taunt or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Eqypt. ' You
* shall not cause pain to any widow or orphan. 2 If you [dare to] cause him pain . .. ! — for
" he shall cry out to Me, I shall surely hear his outcry. * My wrath shall blaze and I shall kill you

by the sword, and your wives will be widows and your children orphans.

24 When you lend money to My people, to the poor person who is with you, do not act toward’

L

22, \nX myn o — If you [dare to] cause him pain . . . |
Rashi explains that the verse does not say explicitly what will
happen to the person who does so. Rather, the Torah implies
by this exclamation that anyone who dares cause a widow or
+orphan to suffer should expect severe retaliation from the
Father of orphans and Judge of widows.
The previous verse was in the plural while this one is in the
singular. This implies that if the community allows even a
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1 79X\ In the preceding verses, Scripture spoke of the construction of
the altar, which gives symbolic expression to a basic principle: Qur
whole relationship to God is to be understood as one that provides a
firm and unshakable basis for upbuilding society in the spirit of justice
and humanity and for strengthening each and every individual in the
spirit of pure morality. .

. To this principle the m3°nn 1 connects the wwvown, the laws that are
to_establish the upbuilding of Jewish society on the basis of justice and
humanity. Thereby 271, the “sword” — i.e., violence and harshness
will be banished from the society of the Jewish state, and only then wiil
this_society be worthy of erecting an altar to God in its midst. Hence
the mwpwn precede the building of the Town.

I R Hirsde
n39R derives from oYK, to be dumb. owe derives from ame, which is
phonetically related to o713 (the Rabbinic term for a person who has lost
an arm) and to ovp (“to cut off the tips of tree shoots”). By the death
of her husband, the widow has lost her voice; she no longer has someone
to speak for her. By the death of his father, the orphan remains pow-
erless; he no longer has someone to depend on, someone to guide him.
s VN KY. My (see Bereshis 16:6): to make someone feel his "ny, his
dependent position, to exploit his weakness and lack of protection,
It says here A mambr %3 because not only poor widows and poor

orphans, but even rich ones are exposed to exploitation and maltreat-

ment.
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178 “Mishpotim 22:21 — Widows and orphans

target of affliction. Below are the basic laws of this prohibition:

L&

single one of its members to mistreat the helpless, God will
punish them all (/bn Ezra). The very fact that a community
permits individual members to persecute the helpless is in
itself a crowning insult. It shows the downtrodden that even

tnose who do not actively taunt them do not care about
them.

PY¥"BR — If he shall cry out. God will avenge their grievance
whether or not they cry out to Him, but He will act more

247 . o wR 3

TARTW ANWRIT TWIDT DR WITPa? 017 AIKYD MY I
T MWRT 13T Sy Ayayn Duswnt UMy nn jnn nwon
Taw NMYR AP DwewnT YW mapnm a9K oumyy nyap amnnw
YR TUmY MRt By Thvn L Jawnei i mmK a9 mpnb ok
Kyam 13
MKW PIOBA DR UMWY JROR (k9 1y nme) WY DINK
TP LhYN DM NAND DR AR VAR On Ny (1 vy DN

OMK T TN WY KNIAOW_ IR WIINN AWy SR apy), e

Jarp oy Sxawtd mmik Sman Xt 1 Syt uswnn nTn Dk KoY
DMIBKT DT DWHYRM ,OTWMA DK 78w 0ya nnwn aeapn wpa
SRy Yy kY% wm nmika avi nrk mmay

Kip Raw DTawR NWIs nyt.s

ypone D

DPY TN 9D MR TPN T OR qupn &Y o b 59
ook A 31 DR M AMPYY NN PRes pnw o8 py

DY Wwynw m Sy KT R AR SwoManm wnvn MK pana? et
AT TTRAY 1Y 253 P KYK D TN waw wyn K2 M ambK

“023 T K M DAY oAMNRWEN DMK OTTOR_ DNy D0V KW B3 )

1) The prohibition against afflicting an orphan or widaw applies
even if they are wealthy. (Rambam, Hilchos Daios 6:10)

2)  You must always treat orphans and widows with-honor and
must speak_to them pleasantly. (ibid.)
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3) You must not afflict their bodies with hard work, nor their
hearts with harsh words. Whoever vexes an orphan or widow with

words, angers them, pains them, tyrannizes them or causes them a VP

loss of money violates this prohibition. Somecne who hits them or
curses them commits an even more serious violation. (bid.)

74) You must be more careful with the money of a widow or
orphan than with your own money. (ibid.)
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5) The Creator has made a covenant that whenever widows or
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orphans cry out as a result of being wronged, their cries will be heard

and avenged (see verses 22 and 23). (ibid.)
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6) _A teacher is permitted to chastise an orphan in order to
teach him Torah, a trade or proper behavior. Nevertheless, he should
1 r.
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be especially_compassionate toward hi
(ibid.) »
7) An_orphan is defined as someone who has lost either a father
or mother. How long is he considered an orphan? Until he is suf-
ficiently independent not to need the care of an older person. (ibid.)
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21. ayn x5 oinn b b3 — YOU SHALL NOT PERSECUTE ANY WIDOW OR ORPHAN. oys balh 7o ki
— The same law applies to persecuting any man, 313 3137 137 &% — but Scripture speaks of
that which is prevalent, n3 whwn onw wb ~ for they are weak opigy wp 137 - and

persecuting them is a common thing.’
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) Altbnugh Gur Aryeh presents this defense of Rashi's po-
sition, he nevertheless disagrees with it and maintains
that R’ Yishmael and R’ Akiva do, indeed, dispute whether
the prohibition extends to all people. Moreover, the ha-
lachah follows R’ Akiva's view that the prohibition applies

only to widows and orpbans. (See also Rambam, Sefer
HoMitzvos, lav 256, and Hil. Daos 6:10.)

How this warning was understood by Jewish judges and Jewish peo-
ple of conscience we find in the dialogue between nypw > and *11
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"Ryzw» as they were being led out to suffer martyrdom:
—Jpwnw "1 said to yrynw? *3% R¥P *2b -3, “Master, my heart
fails me,” 31 2R T Yy v PR, “for I do not know what I
could have done to deserve death.”
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My MY DX wn pmy 77n7ve GO R (H1ip by o N xanw 1y
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came to you for a judgment or with a question and
him waiting until you finished your drink, or chan
shoes, or put on your cloak? The Torah says mwn my
kind of ", whether severe or light, is forbidden!”

*3773I00m3 1Y oK, “You have comforted me, master,” answered
Wow °2 [Mechilta).
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HAZAL TEACH US THAT THE PROHIBITION OF
causing pain to others is not limited to widows and
orphans; the Torah chooses widows and orphans
as examples of individuals who are most sensitive. Having
undergone the trauma of losing a loved one, a widow and
orphan are likely- to feel that they are being taunted or hurt
because they are vulnerable, with no_husband and father to
protect them. Tears flow easily from widows and orphans,
and Hashem, our merciful Father, hears their cries. :
Jhe same applies, say Chazal, to any person, and espe-
cially to the underpriviléged who feel vulnerable.
A passage in the Talmud (Shabbos 55a) discusses the
implications of Chazal’s words:
~JpPRav Yehudah was sitting before Shmuel, and a woman
came in crying. Shmuel did not pay attention to her.
“Rebbi,” asked Rav Yehudah, “Do you not agree that ‘One
who shuts his ear to the cry of the pauper, he too will call out
and not be answered’?” (Mishlei 21:13).

“Sharp one!” replied Shmuel, “Your master (i.e., Shmuel)’

will not be burnt, but your master’s master will be burnt Ma[
Ukva is the Head of the Beis Din (and he was obligated to

The Talmud does not tell us who was right. Was Rav
Yehudah correct in his assessment that Shmuel would be
punished for ignoring the woman, or was Shmuel correct in
placing the blame on Mar Ukva, as the head of the court?
~J Tosafos (Bava Basra 10b) fills in the blank for us. The
Talmud relates that Rav Yehoshua’s son Yosef once had an

-
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“out_of body experience,” in which he died and went up to

Heaven. When he came back to life, his father asked him,

“What did you see?”
“Olam hafuch ra’isi — I saw a world turned upside down,”

said Yosef. “Those considered prestigious in this world occu-
pied lower positions in heaven, and those who are subservient
here are considered more prestigious in heaven.”

sTosafos writes that according to a tradition passed
down from the Geonim to Rabbeinu Chananel, Yosef saw
that Shmuel was considered a disciple of Rav Yehudah in
Heaven, because of the instance in which he objected to Rav

Yehudah’s handling of the poor woman.
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Q\Li’ Rav Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi, Rosh Ye:shiuah of Ateres
Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael, finds this Tosafos very difficult to

understand. The Talmud records more than 500 instances

in_which Rav Yehudah quotes Shmuel’s teachings. It is obvi-
hat SI | Ray Yehudah' I | ht hi

much of what he knew. How could the_situation become

reversed because of an isolated incident in which Rav

Yehudah was correct?

sk[t must be, explains Rav Ezrachi, that the one lesson

Shmuel learned from Rav Yehudah outweighs all the Torah

that Shmuel taught him. It is imperative to respond to a
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k]
erson’s tears.

We must ask an obvious question, however.

Shmuel
explained that he did not heed the woman’s cries because.

he was not in the position to do SO. Why, then, was he

punished?
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The answer may lie in a story told about the Klausenberger
Rebbe zt”l. .

Many people in the DP camps following the Holocaust
had a very difficult time coping with the crushing loss of
their families and friends. One fellow was so devastated that
he abandoned his Yiddishkeit altogether. His friends tried to
coax him to return to religion, but to no avail. Someone sug-
gested that he go speak to the Klausenberger Rebbe. At first
he resisted, but he finally agreed.

The man came out of his meeting with Klaﬁsenburger
Rebbe after an hour, a changed man. He donned his yarmul-
ke, and began to keep Shabbos once again. His friends were
shocked. What could the Rebbe possibly have said in that one
hour that accomplished more than they had in months?

“l went into the Rebbe, and began to tell him about all of
the family members that I lost. As I spoke, tears began to
stream down my face.

“The Rebbe turned to me and said, ‘I also lost my family.
1 had a wife and eleven children before the war, and now I

chave no one.’ :

“With that, he took my hand, held it in his, and began to
weep along with me.

*We sat like that for an hour, weeping unchecked. Finally,
[ felt that [ had gotten all the grief out of me; | felt that some-
Qne cared more about me than about my abandonment of
Judaism. | felt that I could move on.”

=2 Perhaps Shmuel was not in a position to do anything. He
could ot render a verdict in the woman’s favor: that was Mar
Ukva's role. But he could listen and empathize

¥ '
When a person comes to cry to us, we often do not have
answers for his it olve

all the roblems in the world 's

(husband to her, or an or orphan’s father to him. But we can lis-
Jten. We can lend them our hearts. '
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Or consider the following situation at a bar mitzvah. T}.1e m(})lth'er
of ;hg— boy was not well to do and was simply dressed. Her s1stfer! }?w-
ever, came dressed as if she were the queen of England! Imagine how
that mother felt! Or listen to the pain of a woman who made s el]l(a_
berachos in her home and all the women came elegantly dressed, mak-
ing her feel humiliated because she coul_d not .dress 'th.e same V\trat}cl;
Especially during this time of economic difficulties, it is importan

be sensitive to other people’s situations and not flaunt our affluence
in their faces. If one is able to travel to Israel or to Floridg, nobody has
to know about it. It is not necessary to brag about your trips to Disney
World when others can’t afford to do the same.

~P» We should train our youngsters to be sensitive as we.:11. My daug}}ll-
ter told me of two friends who took a test. One received a 98, the

other an 80. The girl who received the 98 came over to her friend and”

said, “I'm so stupid, Look what a silly mistake I made and because of

that I couldn’t get a 100.” Imagine the feelings of the girl whose grade

was 80. Or how often does it happen that women are chatting.about"
their babies and sometimes even complaining abqut them getting up;

at night, ‘forgetting that one of their number is still childless and would
give everything she owns and more to just have thgir “problems”?
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To answer our questions, we must first understand the relationship
between af and cheimah. Rashi (Devarim 2g:19) tells us that the word
af literally “nose,” is a metaphor for the physical expression of anger:
‘,“‘Hashem’s anger () shall smoke,’ the body heats up through anger,

and the steam is released from the nose” Rashi in 11 Shmuel (22:9)-
says it this way, “It is the nature of one who becomes angry that steam
is released from his nostrils... This is the meaning of all phrases of

“O% 1N - burning anger,” for the nose flares and exhumes hot vapor”
When anger is called af, it refers to anger that is externally visible.
Rebbi Yehoshua ben Karchah (Zevachim 102a) says, “All expressions of
‘burning anger’ in the Torah are accompanied by a consequence.” That
is, the anger is expressed and results in some form of puriishment.

@ _In contrasi, cheimah refers to anger that remains unexpressed.
One of the clearest demonstrations of this type of anger is found by
the wicked Haman, to whom Mordechai the Tzaddik refused to pay
homage as he passed. “Id7 POXA™ TN 379 Yy 1571 X9 - And Haman
was filled with rage against Mordechai; but Haman restrained himself”
(Esther 5:9-10). Though he did not display his wrath, Haman felt a
great internal anger, and this is known as cheimabh. .

~J We see from here that cheimah represents the attribute of judg-
ment (middas hadin), while af represents the carrying out of middas
badin through punishment. It is possible to hold back the attribute

of judgment, in the same way that internal cheimah may be held back

from being outwardly expressed as af This refraining from express-
ing judgment is known as erech apayim, which means that the af is
lengthened or delayed and the anger is not expressed. Rashi says that

erech apayim is'“likened to a man who lengthens his breaths” to the
point that there is no af, thus dissipating the anger. Indeed, the best
way to control one’s temper is by taking a deep breath. Erech apayim
is therefore the withholding of the action of charon af Even if there is
no external expression of anger, there still may remaijn inner cheinah.
We shall soon examine the difference between ordinary cheimah, and
the more intense cheimah azzah.

3

o _Giving tzedakah has the effect of holding back af, the outer expres-
sion of anger. In other words, tzedakah withholds the expression of

judgment and its consequent punishment, as is written, “>’$n P73
mmn - Tzedakah saves from death” (Mishlei 10:2), death being the
consequence of sin that is brought about by judgment (ein missah
blo chet).

As with all these mitzvos, we must understand that there are two

aspecfs to tzedakah. A person who gives tzedakah has fulfilled a pre-
cept of the Torah. He has performed a mitzvah, and that entitles him
to a reward in Olam Haba. Additionally, he has brought immense .

\/ goodness and sweetness to the world and to the lives of others on _'g
J

account of the tzedakah he has given. His actions bring happiness to )
_people and he reduces suffering in the world. Therefore, aside from
the reward for the mitzvah, this person is also entitled to a share of
the benefit and goodness he has provided to the world. This is referred
to as peiros, the interest earned from performing a mitzvah. It is his
dividend of the profits enjoyed by the entire world as a result of his
actions. This does not detract at all from the principal reward he will
receive in the Next World. This is true of all mitzvos of this type.

uv%’l'his explains how the power of tzedakah conceals the af Afis the
expression of anger in the form of punishment in this world, and it
is the goodness that tzedakah brings to the world that holds back the
af. As the possuk says, “Giving in secret conceals anger” The goodness
this gift creates also accrues to the benefactor, for which he receives
‘peiros, the reward for his actions in this world. This is what protects
-him from the punishment he would otherwise deserve for his sins.
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3;L,Chazal say (Brachos 58a), “R¥’P77.RMa%n Y3 KYIRT RNI9M -
earthly rulership is akin to the Heavenly rulership” One consequence
of this is that the Heavenly Court (Beis Din shel Maalah) operates
according to the same principles that govern courts below.
ﬁerQne_oﬁlhﬁJ;algshos which a Beis Din must follow, is that a judg-
ment cannot bd carried out unless a claim is made, ein din blo toveah.?
‘This means that a case never begins before the claimant comes forward .
and asks for what is due him. Once this step is taken, then the Beis
Din must judge the case and make a decision, a psak. Indeed, once a
case has been brought to Beis Din they are not allowed to set it aside.
To delay the decision or the presentation of the case unnecessarily is
called inui hadin, ‘affliction of the din’ (Shabbos 33a, Rashi).
" The same is true of Beis Din shel Maalah. If there is a toveah, ifa \
laim is made, then the judgment must be carried out. This is true
both a positive and negative sense. There may be reasons why, ac-
cording to Heavenly decree, a person experiences a delay, and does
hot receive his.just reward or punishment in a timely manner. He
will not see the peiros of his mitzvos, or will be spared the onesh, the
punishment for some transgression, However, if someone should

.’raise his voice to Heaven and demand that the judgment be carried

out, then the Heavenly court is bound to take up the case so as not to
cause inui hadin. If a suffering person calls out, saying, “Ribbono Shel
‘Olam! This person has caused me harm. He has not paid me my wages,
and now I must beg for food,” or, “Ribbono Shel Olam! My creditor
has taken my only garment as a security, and he has not returned it
to me as he was supposed to do,” then the onesh will cglgé swiftly on,

LAccount of the fevinh. g

22 This can also occur to the benefit of a person. Sometimes a persan
™ “does a kindness, and the beneficiary understands the goodiess done
to him, and he calls out, “Ribbono Shel Olam! So-and-so returned my
chightclothes, even though I owe him a debt, and I was able to sleep
comfortably on account of him. May he be blessed.” This will move
the Heavenly court to compensate the man for his good deed, “T
PR ' 8% 1PTS 7AN ~ And it shall be considered charity for you
before Hashem your God”” The benefactor will thus receive his peiros
swiftly.

—} Thus, tzedakah (Ap1X), through the blessing of one who is grate-
ful, has the power to bring a person’s blessings showering down, and
Rprotect him from the anger of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Tzeakah (7pys),
on the other hand, “crying out” in complaint.and suffering, pos-
sesses the opposite power, as it demands justice and brings judgment
crashing down. We see then, that it is always important for a person
tp appreciate the good that others do for him, and raise his voice i
blessing. This helps to arouse HaKadosh Baruch Hu's rachamim, His
fneréy, on His world. '
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‘In a si.milar way did Rabbi Isracl Salanter interpret the oft-quoted
passage, “I.t is time for the Lord to act; they have broken Thy Torah.”s?
'Ijhe only time that the Almighty acts as He wants to, is when Jewry has
vx9lated His Torah, and there are no righteous people to petition and implore
His mercy. For the righteous have power and influence. “The righteous one
dec.rees _something, and the Holy One fulfills it.”s® God does hearken to
their cries and prayers and changes His will accordingly. Only when the
Torah is rejected and no rzaddikim remain, the Holy One acts, not influenced
by the intercession of the pious. Hence, “know that what transpires above
to affect the destiny of our world, is dependent upon you.”

4< Teatl o Troyw i — K-

Moreover, Gad shows special favor to those people who follow His
example in caring for the disadvantaged. The Talmud (Bava Basra
11a) tells the story of Binyamin HaTzaddik who single-handedly
supported a widowed mother and her seven sons in the years of
famine. Once, when this righteous man himself was sick and on the
verge of death, the ministering angels came before God to plead his
cause: “Sovereign of the Universe, did You not say that whoever pre-
serves even one Jewish life is considered as though he preserved an en-
tire world? Shall this righteous man, who kept alive a mother and her
seven sons, die so young?”’ Immediately Binyamin HaTzaddik’s death
sentence was annulled, and twenty-two years were added to his life.

ETHICS FROM SINAL : .

;;,mf‘

Psalms for Sickness /111
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& When a person comes upon a copper penny in the market, he will
bend down to pick it up. But when dealing with others, he raises
his head aloft and refuses to lower himself even a centimeter. (Rav

- Yitzchak Meir of Gur)

& Sugar, which dissolves and vanishes in water, sweetens. Only thus
can one sweeten another person’s life, by constricting the ego and
restricting its function. (Rabbi Yitzchok of Vorke)
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