A reconciliation of Torah and science based on the teaching of the Maharal
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3. "The Halakhic Mind: An Essay on Jewish
Tradition and Modern Thought”"
“It would be difficult to distinguish any epoch in the
history of philosophy more amenable to the meditating
homo religiosus than that of today” (3).

What makes our epoch different? Because “philosophy
remained the satellite of science until the beginning of the
twentieth century” (6). This is because “Both [Aristotle
and Newton] adopted a scientifically purified world as the
subject matter of their studies” (7).

... Epistemological pluralism has not abandoned the realm
of logic. It says only that reason itself leads the physicist,
psychologist, philosopher, and homo religiousus to a
pluralism of viewpoints. The heterogeneity of knowledge,
however, is not based upon a manifold of methods
employed by theoreticians, but upon the plurality of the
objective orders they encounter. (p. 55-6)

4. Dr. William Kolbrener Tradition 30 (1996), pp. 21-
43:

The Newtonian philosopher... posited the existence of a
universe which was rationally quantifiable and objectively
given. The quantum physicist, by contrast, argued
against... scientific objectivity... Atomic and subatomic
phenomena did not conform to the Newtonian’s rationalist
map... There was uncertainty... and even worse, quantum
physics placed the ostensible objectivity of scientific
observation in doubt... There was no such thing as the

! Written in 1944 but only published in 1986.
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4 Man was created in the image of God, thus His Godly wisdom behind the image. Maharal
here is alluding to the Kabalistic notion that the body of man has parallels to the way in
which God manifests Himself in the world.

5 "This is the sign of the covenant that I give" - It would seem from this sign that the
rainbow which appears in the clouds is not part of the acts of creation, and only now did
God create something new, to make a rainbow appear in the sky on a cloudy day... But we
are compelled to believe the words of the Greeks, that the rainbow is a result of the sun's
rays passing through moist air, for in any container of water that is placed before the sun,
there can be seen something that resembles a rainbow. And when we look again at the
wording of the verse, we will understand it thus. For it says, "I have set my rainbow in the
cloud," and it did not say "I am setting it in the cloud," (in the present tense) as it said, "this
is the sign of the covenant that I am giving." And the word "My rainbow" indicates the
rainbow previously existed.

innocent observer standing outside or above an ostensibly
pure objective reality... The scientist helped to create his
experimental reality; there was no such thing as purely
objective date...

Quantum physics rescued the philosopher of religion from
his slavish attachment to the objectivity of Newtonian
science.

5. "The Lonely Man of Faith" (p.7)

"I have never been seriously troubled by the problem of
the Biblical doctrine of creation vis-a-vis the scientific
story of evolution at both the cosmic and the organic
levels, nor have I been perturbed by the confrontation of
the mechanistic interpretation of the human mind with the
Biblical spiritual concept of man. I have not been
perplexed by the impossibility of fitting the mystery of
revelation into the framework of historical empiricism.
Moreover, I have not even been troubled by the theories of
Biblical criticism which contradict the very foundations
upon which the sanctity and integrity of the Scriptures
rest. However, while theoretical oppositions and
dichotomies have never tormented my thoughts, I could
not shake off the disquieting feeling that the practical role
of the man of faith within modern society is a very
difficult, indeed, a paradoxical one."
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? Defending Chazal from those who claimed they made gross errors in the sciences and
history. Essentially Maharal responds that the purpose of Chazal is not to present literal
descriptions but to arrive at the deeper truth.

3 If this claim was true it would be highly problematic, however, he proves that Chazal were
very careful to only say that which they were sure about. Thus, even though the simple
understanding of (7,7 *2wn) "nNX *MnX 732 K" indicates that one should be close to
wisdom, like a brother to a sister, Chazal understand this as telling us that one should only
say something if they are absolutely sure that it is true.
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13 Regarding the number of years since creation in relation to the geological calculations of
our day... In truth, however, we do not need any of this. For even if it would become clear
to us that the world came into being by way of the evolution of the species, still there would
be no contradiction, for our count follows the plain sense of the biblical verses, which is far
more relevant to us than knowledge about the past, which carries little value for us. Without
question, the Torah concealed much about creation, speaking in allusions and parables. For
everyone knows that the creation story is included among the secrets of the Torah, and if
everything followed the plain sense [of the verses], what secret would there be here?... The
main thing is what arises from the entire story — knowing God and [living] a truly moral
life. God, who provides in measure even the spirit that falls upon the prophets, arranged that
when these great ideas would enter these images, man could draw from them, with great
effort, all that is most beneficial and elevating for them.
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10. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook Iggerot
Ra'ayah, 1, letter 91, p. 105:°
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