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2 HaSHEM said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven and there will be hail in the"
entire land of Egypt, on man and beast, and on all the grass of the field in the land of E:qypt.
23 Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and HASHEM sent thunder and hail, and

fire went earthward, and HASHEM rained hail upon the land of Egypt.

—Pand fire flaming amid the hail — very heavy such as had never been in the entire land
5 The hail struck in the entire land o

of Eguypt, from the time it became a nation.
3 Shen Wishowel- &, R. Bolousk -
Hail: A Heavenly Sign

Let.us examine the special nature of the plague of hail. When the
plagué‘began, God told Moshe to

stretch out your hand upon the heavens, and there will be hail in all of the
land of Egypt...
(Ibid. 9:22)

Upon the heavens — toward the heavens. Midrash Aggadah says that
God lifted Moshe above the heavens.

(Rashi loc. cit.)

It is important to realize that Rashi is not just commenting on the
word upon, for the same phrase appears in the introduction of the
plague of darkness' on which he does not make a similar comment.

EThere must, therefore, be something intrinsic about the hail that ne—?m»,

cessitated this special miracle.

Indeed, the Torah considers the plague of hail to be an extra-
special miracle in an age of miracles. The description of the hailstones
is most interesting:

And there was hail and fire flaming within the hailstones... .
(Shemos 9:24)

Flaming within the hailstones — a miracle within a miracle, for the fire

and hail mixed together, even though hail is water. In order to per-

Torm the will of their Creator, they made peace between themselves.
(Rashi loc. cit.)

‘The underlying philosophy of this Chazal is that the production of
the hail demanded a miracle of the highest order, one originating in a

domain far above that arena in which fire and water ate apposites. When
@he very Source which had originally decreed upon them to be oppdsites
¥ instructed them to make peace, their incompatibility disappeared.
There was actually a precedent set for this at a much earlier stage in
the world’s history. The Midrash discusses the nature of heaven itself:

i

Rabbi Abba said in the name of Rebbi, “God took fire and water and

mixed them together to make the heavens.”~
Loy (Bereishis Rubbah 4:7)

¥

It was by God's instruction that the heavens were made from a

combination of fire and water. The power behind this came from a do-

¢ main far higher than the origin of their incompatibility. So Moshe had

to go.to a world above the heavens to bring forth the miraculous, ap-

. parently contradictory hailstones. This necessity was not present at

the plague of darkness, when Moshe literally stretched eut his hand

heavenwards and no more. Hence Rashi comments here, but not on
the same introduction to the plague of darkness.

2 Prbsoel- She Sheash

4. 131713 Npbnn — Flaming amid the hail. It was a mit
acle within a miracle. [The first miracle was that fire sl;‘u\
downward, though it usually rises, and the 'second was that
fire and water functioned in unison (Mizrachi)] To serve God,
fire and water made peace with one another {(Rashi).

ere was hal,

P )
It is perfectly clear that tefillos are both permitted and accepted in
a land of heathen worship among gentiles. Wh i ; 1
it necessary to leave the city to pray?, o

We have already seen that the hail plague was most unusual; a
tremendously great spiritual force was needed to instigate it. Likewise,
we can suggest that a similar force was needed to stop the hail
Moshe's tefillah to God for the end of the plague was not a regular
prayer of the sort described in Chazal, or indeed by Shlomo HaMe-
lech. It was one that stretched the limits of human ability, even for
Moshe, demanding complete concentration and a perfect environ-
ment. The proximity of an idol, even in the same city, was enough :E?
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23. ¥ WK 120 — And fire went earthward. In Egypt, where there is hardly
any precipitation, the hail signified a major change in the environment, thus
proving to the Egyptians that a mere signal from above could jeopardize
Egypt’s existence. Initially, the announcement predicted only hail However, the
p!ague also featured a fire Hlaming amid the hail This unusual and dramatic
lightning I the midst of the hal
Ehe event (Rabbi S. R. Hirsch).

urther emphasized the cosmic signiFicance of

24. 7130 N3 NoRbmm WKt — And fire flaming amid the hail. In the
Midrash, R’ Yehudah and R’ Nechemiah disagree about the fire’s signifi-
cance. R’ Yehudah contends that the hail was transparent and filled with fire,
like a"pomegranate whose seeds are visible within. Thus, the fire appeared

as a source and generator of the rain and hail. However, R’ Nechemiah
compares the hail'to a lamp with a flame burning above layers of water and oil.

ere, the water is but a support for the oil, which feeds the tire (Bamidbar

Rabbah, 12).
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But shalom also includes a second form of peace, that of peaceful
relations between man and man, the absence of machiokes within the
nation. This form of peace is expressed in the Midrash: ;0o 3npwa
D% 52 Dy 05w anxeya (Yalkut Shimoni, Naso 711). This form of peace also
includes shalom bayis, peace between husband and wife and Between
parents and children, as is expressed in the same Midrash: Diow 3> o
RUSED

And then, there is the finest and highest form of shalom, that of inner
peace, one’s own personal peace of mind. This is the peace of the neshamah.

The Bircas Kohanim is followed by m>w miy.
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Let all your deeds be for the sake of Heaven.

<{-We know_that Judaism does not outlaw or prohibit the physical 9B2_nown hR_ b wd wan
e know that Judaism_does no a
pleasures of life. Eating, drinking, marriage—all are integral parts of the QpRwd MIMYD 19K ,RY oAy
total life of the Jew. In fact, the nazir who takes an oath to refrain from PRIT? 1 Yam ,mimmon nmen
drinking wine must bring a sin-offering afterward because he has thus D AWYIPAR 1D M3T AR HYORIY
deprived himself of the lawful joys of existence.18” ABY T INR pOR ox

But since actions for physical pleasure are so closely related to the

bestial and ugly, how can they form an integral part of a spiritual life in

Torah? Rabbi Yosé advises: “Let all your deeds be for the sake of Heaven.”
Endow these activities with the right intentions, with a proper purpose.
h;:%w body?—so that our minds may also be healthy, that we may be men-
tally and physically able to observe the mitzvoth and be complete J .
Thus, even the most lowly activity can be done “for the sake of Heaven,”
as a part of the worship of the Almighty.

~J In his commentary on A4voth, Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin has some-
thing quite interesting to say about doing everything “for the sake of Heaven.”

In his prophecy, Isaiah says, “As the rain comes down, and the snow, from
heaven, and does not return there, until it waters the ear makes it be
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and sprout, giving produce to the sower and bread to the eater—so shall be
My word that goes forth from My mouth: jt shall not return to Me empty,

il i i i d d where I have C‘
:::tl lxtt ,:sllll:;ll accomplish that which I have wanted, and succee T 7399 922 Q\

The word geshem, “rain,” also denotes physical matter in general. Now, TW_n%wa X7 apion Aa%Iw ey @
1t is our xgggi:c:ls bglief th;tlal! I;Ihysi;al b.lessi}x:gts come gro:l Hgvettlx’, bets;:oweric; ~3MBA 20D 190,89 1 rw)
upon us by a beneficient Almighty. But in what sense do they “return ther )
The chemical processes of nature are not “one way,” but rather cyclical; thus, E2wa mipw an 923 :xboan pwhn A
there are the nitrogen cycle and the rain cycle. For every process that happens . RN 1Tayh XUR mxany > 8Y am
there is a reverse or corrective process which keeps things in balancé. Even -~ TT 992 (3 chwe) 2nST ,71an?
so must there be a vaster cycle which unites the physical and the stpirit‘\‘lal. Y9 (n 25 mEr) QMO0 IR AHYT
© We merit a.ll matenal.thms by the grace of Heaven. ’.l‘he cyf:hcal re- 037 TERY 0Bw w5 v o
turn to Heaven” is accomplished when a person responds with a b’rachah, a ST TPROT AR T T b
blessing, acknowledging his indebtedness and gratitude to the Almighty: it is 1133 _mwn 2w
achieved when a person uses the bounty he has received, to live a lifé* under »1973 2913 53 pwm P AW m
D917 1372 IR, IR ATIavY ob v
JanTay

Torah; when he “knows God in all His ways” and conducts his physical activ-
ities with a central spiritual intent. In this manner, physical matter leads to
spiritual values, the word of God returns, the cycle of providence is complete.

T TNAYAY WHawd 5MME PIaT A3
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One of the fundamental principles of Chasidus is the 27N KW MK 0N 72 7p1oD Azn

wjlﬁtxng of the physical world into the realm of avodas W LI NOWwaw msban IRw 73

HaShem, as the verse says, “In all your ways know Him” Emmo '3 poniy D 13nan jns X7
2% ;

(Proverbs 3:6) — even in your day-to- day activities. For in- T MXIAD 302 220 DRI IR 07
stance, when a person puts on a new piece of clothing, he 010 R¥Y K77 DD MR N 53
should take all those fresh feelings that he experiences and
use them to serve God. When he sces somet'fung beautiful,
it should remind him of the Source of all beauty. The Baal
Shem Tov and his disciples applied this to every situation in
\g./ life, so that the physical world itself furthered their avodas
HaShem, and they were able to attach themselves to God
through every act, be it eating, drinking, or sleeping.
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B Visten of ﬂ&.ﬁ%‘ R. Toarsia

If we eat, drink, rest, and work in order to be able to properly perform the
mitzvos, these mundane acts become part of the mitzvah itself.

*

:

for the sake of Heaven.”
ml{;ltht;i gorl‘fendel meant by this statement is that we must take care that the
Torah and mitzvos we do should not be diluted by personal interests or
improper behavior. R’ Yisrael of Salant said that the most difficult contaminant
to eliminate in performance of a mitzvah may be something that a person
considers to be proper and worthy. As an example, if someone is in so glrefa;l a
hurry to attend a lecture on Torah that he is rude and pushes people out of his
way, his haste to get to the lecture is not at all a virtue. Yet, f‘he person ng
think he is doing God’s will by hurrying to the Torah lecture. “Be careful
Mendel said, “that when you do a mitzvah, you do it the way God wants it

done.”
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R’ Mendel adds another interpretation to this mishnah. “Let us not forget
Hat all one’s actions, even the things that are done for the sake of Heaven,

346

ThY RIRY

((’coard

DHY WR P WY ,X0nn bﬁ‘n:n: x:nm '
Mo DWHY KT [BT %D L0PYR I pam
2733 P 9127 37 1m0 wawn MR ) ,wawn

NANR

PP 35

YR ,]J'Iln'!'? W ,NIRAN YR REN
XY nwn NanKY ,0anka powna o3t

Y93 provan uR1 oYY NanNY A7 NanR X0

MY ITIX N7 73R PRI WY IMan oY

DEHIN MRT Y2 o007 10N Y My
nR3RIDA AXTA ~N3? YR N WHYH 1 DRy

XY T 0D YR DvIn DU MM YRy

1797”022 K13 “10Y WRW” WY, aNRN DN‘T‘;

T RN DPYRY TONA KW 70 D ,rovpbe

TR -m‘n LURD 137 020K PR Wl
‘ BT 0TI DXR YR 19 7370

JWRY NYDWIN HANNT NPH D 13711 N30 1:58

.TOTI DR DX¥MED PIM

90 9902 Tbh DMRw Y 1mrn ans v
DR D¥R3Y T131,/7 XTI AR 293 1Y 07 Yo
R my vnyn? vwenn XYW hanRn.
Tnb% onnw oraw ey by Tyaw onnnn
<71 ARTP2 MILET W0 0W My

=71 ‘7"mm YV, 2731 W TIynn Panmn Ram
TANK "1 XN UK D AWK Y ik v v
B[R ©IXY 7R3 73IRT N AR oma R
"Pp3 T8N 3 W% WM ARTD NR 0Tpn
3P 97K ‘D3 D797 97B0 NN NRRIRG
YOOV ROT ANV DAY 1B 1700 1rd
.¥NYY Tonn NI SN

Diph Y31 ,ATIDRD TIWY2 XYA1 oYWR
TIZMY ,MRRD YR TIRY MOR XM
D7 AT DWW DMIEHM ,TonR neb mon
JTORT DY DYDY BYYR PRW DY S7IRRnd
YRR DY DRI On 1o

OY FANRT PVX 12 W 0OWI LNRY Apwd
o X3P M1 13 DOW I3 YR D JIRTR
DO12K) 05 191 7Y *3vn v ma B9 owa
TR LART ‘702 WU AR ARIP 1WAR
YD 7B AR PR nw newn
NRERENT ARV 702 71NN, R7RY 9900 X
R .2%W N2 RNW 73R DR
WD BYWIY NN TR 5D 1910 ARy
Y3 Toma DT B3 W oMiEn S .mrEn

>1vnY pin% NN R°1 INIX DOBIREM IR

TR DTN T057 87 "
nne MY NVYTPR YYaW BT AN MWRY TN

WR TR DT PRI YOUM /0 NOAR TWY
NRPX YA nmayh M wnnen oprT
WYY X3 DMInRW_nxn Yax  mppinwm
,OMIRT DPRWY ©™M2TY AN DI wHanwn®

DMWUR DR 0PI PV 1Y

NP WX WK P05 DX WIBY L wyann R,
NP INKR AR [P 71 00, X1 100 IMBK 1R

71a WRARwmM 3017 DRIPIT L,A30XRT DIH DR

017 QN7 INRDD 1Y RN EJ’RW D1pn3a
nRMIAW Jon bw qwiip A N i sxm

237y, 7% T R JRM Mw1Tpa 72 wenwab

TR0 BN DTRG0 on D ik wn
DR %3 Y7 370 BYIR peYR ama nrhe
DX D¥RE? 781,71 Pom 2w phn na v Tonn

TR WP MINAS 33
Y X1IY MW nyTy by 7D DABN
P DUBwIn opiown Sow g
DIRY TV WINPT0 oemw awh
TIY 137 DOWRM L7937 Mamanm men
'7M31Y Am ma0x woim oy
NPANDA PInT D11 I3RR 0IRDSY
7132 1M3Y2 P71 B PIPYY NINSw woin
D L,DMNINE 7RG Mava xYY newn
PRV hAIRY LI 0IRY e Ty 9
AW YR AR Pwd Yy 1px
Ww) ‘M23%3 NN 9503 ancw I
2% yapnab 1m0 XYW 7p wein nawn
J37X DN 0”HW3 0™131Y 73K 03 IR
N DMV Pwnb 1y ominm 037>
JAORT DR ppn ond we nbw
X% Y1 95 mxy ovnws o137y

Jmunb

"IRID 7 NIAR DR 1392 PP AN
TRYWY S5 1% w3 xnn mn

,999 ey nRIAY ®%1 oow awd v
DMWYy SUW DIRAY Ar 137 xR s
A0 DY, N0EYT NSYR Mava roys
D2ARI 02w WK AWYIPA D TI01 KW
MIRNY’ (% 1 bwn) N7 WRHN xR

T KWW R 2MwIw TIm wpY
127 MIRNY ,PINER MY ’Yw nvapin
TR DI W LT R YT I3
VY KRNI I9N 7NN YUY TEnw
NI YRS PaR ,12% NNRD AR noYy
W7 RT3 M 0R DY amne Ko
0”372 13 TWIVW 7 YW vIws M vré)
o0 Y57 ovBws oaTE pav o
YR 12 %7230 PR 0T DRk maonb
. Awynb m

DROBY DR °12 WY Swn 11 by
TWRI TRY B0 1372 poyn IEn
T BT MY 103 nIn Sran R
OIP TIR NI R Y Y Manw
1019° QYW WIXY DD KT WY MR
TSNWRY Yax umn 1310 W™ Imnd
TR ,MDNIWA ARR AUR @YbMIn oW
XYR T12M3 WY %0 KA RO 1 RY
193 9207 N3 A% MR YO man
NIWW YT XMW abn WM LN
\wATY Y LR W naw ann
IRYY YR RITOAT D A

STBR APRY X WA nawnen Jomm)
nnX unY xR N omavew.

" DRwaw Ak X mwyb grm
0% mM nmn ox Y1an ow R F

%5 A% Dww 7121 ,0°pYR NRY oY ARaKa nm@

ToNn7 MDY YR MR NP bwsnn XOW

27117 D272 DIPOYNIIN AW Xonw

,0°9371 NPAw AwY3 ,0°5 o1Eny 93 npwsny

R)71 *2 ,07DWI 0273 NIPOYRAND IR

NPANAY 0'921pnin prisoa RAMT Y KM
SR DR A o993 Ny e kY Axan
WY TEAN @Y NTAw Ama WY 1w

-BNP°N3 PI0Y? oY Yo ,awiten

WIVT_KNIT 131 DWW WKW 1 Y
I'RO P71 RDY 171277 Mnbwa monad nx
bW RO P M otimo oorn
TWRN_aw3 YIN ana ok

4

WY WTBY ann W OPIT ux gend

DR 7987 (% W% nrwxa) PI057 4—

=N




OM¥NY A3 DR NdBR D pram Wi n:m.j@
Y105 yow3 T1an hona 199 oxwh xivm
DRD_G0T AT NS naa%m tona
NN XMW LTE8 TNa hnpbnnn
JI2TRD DR D¥HYY 15 08 TM
BX 3 ,87%nY i Nay Y93 n &b a1
WRI 101 ROW W7R 1991 9800 KDY Yaws 8
onY 1w o ’Y wRa 3,190 AXAn Hun
RS DIPYR NRT PDWAY YK ovIEEN S
DRI 1R P77 /2733 73R W7R 779am P
27n-5x
87 3 *NYT I AR IIRI T2 NOR MR
PR 0793070 1707 ,0p5%% 17 200 RN
N7 ME DR N Yw ownsn onb *Y3 Tom PM LA pap_w 1vt) prawaw

DIENY Y2 NLwBN® IR D,
: MR oYK M N % ,0M¥n PIRD TOR NpY HRYREw 1ob1 DIXY o
LRI INEY P AT wRm 570 R ,

.02 * IR wNw
XL, IR 0wn 0wy o "
' ! 0N IPIR BIARY DIn 0w MR ,Mabh o u

oY YE¥RW WM Levw 71 b Xp 1
! L D 1313 0w Nt Ro7 TR T R Ko Aaabnw nend :‘_

XM LARvA n Yo R 195 ya¥ 00 5Y DXap) maon 1991 - o1
b 1on_nrR 122 v3¥ ow Yy nxip) mada vl - anaa

N>M2% oaR N2 BMIPAV ¢ ey SINRD Y91 U5B NIBEIR DY 59 TERT TR AD
B'hw anp 1% %Y o1ax T2 w "
L LEIP i 1103 PR, onpion NCY RNU AT "wTow owasy on

ALY wavy % A by Sp T :
—— ] .y T0 5y orby mRw Ly amRy - mnnIR

XN3pP°¥2 VNDIPNIY PIV3 W37 TR 1'::—:_.?:5:“
MI3aNRY 19 DPWYI KPR DT RAUDY
DD DR'IBN 0MPAY DWINY D07 TOMT -
Hy Suy oMM ,0TR M3 Yh Matab owIn
T 075 MDIRT *D - 73y 93 ovwom pn
MINI |2 WYY P DEvIN n Yo Bwipw
1Y ,PINT DY DMIX 1IOR PIN 0531 o
RS - DMIN 1AM PINM 2 °5Y Spy omyy
neYp N M L,BYYA Yon AaRmIv nowsnn
93 tona _muwsni xnw LSRYDWn oMin
R onnE
~mmrem——,

JIRDY D7RNRR YT LNRYDINN ORPO DIDI0EN
DDl DM PRI ONNM_N QTR
[(M27RA DX NAYAYAT XTI DN A0nw
v mpna] YY1 YTpD 3 1Y Inhem

o .[anxn oy aRva e
121 WRT DR 1IP7 173K DAIIR YIR MR ¥
AR NI RO WRD D LTI DiIw 1M
pAR NpYY ,NanRM TONA_ N2 X Da1aKY

1291 N3 YR DY %A NIM.DR AR
1597 pAS™ DMARY AR JDIND R 1T oW
nIn DY DmaR bw Jona pan et eIm

PNy Sw a0
YRy ,19°%p7 Ton 373 NI YRYRD M

122,713 N5R3 W21 7w YYonn 1 A9Ipn Yin
T30 MWW ¥R T RY 001 7RY Ynrw
WY NYY 2am 3 nonbab mnw moynb g
TONT MUWBNT KT 3D 3 hanbnw wb
3P T3 1991, 0K KY3 T1A0 KW 09

233221 2122 INepa Y
"P_AXMLA PNt Yw woampn Y

Yw wx Hxwrb yownb 37yan YYopn ,muvoin
TN 1 AYDN AN P, A0NK oY nxv\‘

PYT DR CNREI IXD XPIT AK PV .3

“pa YRy ponab 1k YH5nm 05 nx w1

nx oynyy X NIDTUIT XY ,D"?W'I‘I"
,87%WTY M3 1 YR 1D wreen Y7as Tonn

Banb WR T3 DRWA 101 0K oo%ina 19

779 DPMIRT M YUY M3 B7SING

271 1Y 17 10 VRY W

JRRPT UM PR 3NARY 73N ann unn

02 WA PRI 1A XA LY SpY o xom

Wy

PTE LW K WA NIYY 297 TRan) Mam

B0 DM PN AR NY v L aan

7133%% 0PNk 1921 Tonn DY BYaw YRIWM
on 03 °3 ,mabh ovdin Sryswr M3 n) nam

XY 1D°9p7 Jon anw KUK ,T0Na nab 0onw

'lDﬂ.l ROV ;13397 PR A7 X00w ,Annn

YWy W] 37X W DY 7w

X1 07 Apban WrRY 33 (5730 mwn vy
.00 YW BY1 DX DXNEHT AR UK

4 318 Consulting the Wise R, |ssky
“Similarly, there are three different forms of fear of the
Almighty. There is an illusory fear of the Almighty. This is when’

people casually remark, ‘G-d help us.’ or, ‘G-d shoul#l have mercy. -
They might ask others to pray for them or their felatives when

they are ill. This seems to imply that they have fear of Heaven,
~$(but, unfortunately, it cannot be considered true fear. At the very

moment they mention the Creator, they still violate the Torah’s
commandments. This shows that even when they mention G-d’s
name, they do not experience the reality of His presence and do
not think about what He wants from them. Such a person lives in
a dream world, and_does not focus on the crucial question of
what his purpose in this world really is,

“There is a second type of fear of G-d when a person sincerely
cares about what the Almighty asks from him. He is intellectually
aware of the Day of Judgment when he will be taken to account
for all that he has done during his lifetime. This level of
awareness is rational and intellectual. A person on this level has a
strong belief in reward and punishment and knows that he must
repent for any wrongs that he has done. But even though he has a
certain level of belief, he is still missing an emotional experience
of fear. Because of this deficiency, it is possible for his behavior
to contradict his awareness. He might know all of his obligations,
but he can nevertheless act as if he did not. Because a person on
this second level is lacking the emotional expenence of fear, he
may still violate many aspects of Torah.

A~ “What is true fear of the Almighty? This is when one
experiences emotionally such a strong fear of G-d that nothing
else exists for him but this. A person on this level will have a
strong love for the Almighty. He experiences so much joy in this
awareness that nothing in the world can take him awav; from
observing the Almighty’s Torah. His mind is focused solely on his
connection with the Creator and he has no fear for anything else
in the entire world. This emotional experience is so powerful that
the person will not do, anything to contradict this awareness.”
(R Horovi
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