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Ich, Josey S o l o wiaejcayhk wurde
am 27. Pebruar 1503 au Pruaans (Polaen) geboren.

Im Jahre 1922 absolvierte ich doa humaniast {sche
Symnasium au Dubdbno. Daraurhin bezog ich in Jahre 19
Gie Pr. Polnische Universitat, au Yarschau, wo lch.
dral Semestsr Staatswissenschosten gtudierte.

Im Jahrs 1526 Xam ich nach Berlin und bezog die
Frtcdrtch-,nlhelma-ﬂntuaraitd’t. Nach Ablegung der
vorgeachrisbenen Srpanzurg sprijungen 31m Deut schen
institut fir dss 3tudium der Auslinder wurde Ich mit
Vollmatrikel i(nskriblert. Ich befasste mich mit
philosophiechen, naeianalé';‘ranamlachsn und hesrdischen
Jtudien.

in dieser 3talle michte ich meinen (nnigsten und
heral ichsten Dank meinan hochverehrtan Lehrern,
Harrn Cehaimrat Pros. Dr. Heinriah Ma {er und Herrn
Prof. Dr. Max Deassoir aussprechen. Perner gllt main
Dank dem Harrm Prof. Dr. Eugen Udittwoch und Herrm

Proy. Dr. Ludwig Sermhard.

cand. phil.
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I, Joseph Solowiejczyk, was born February 27, 1903, in Pruzna, Poland.
In 19221 graduated the liberal arts “Gymnasium™in Dubno. Thereaflter
entered in 1924 the Free Polish University in Warsaw where I spent three
terms, studying politicsl science. In 1926% I came to Berlin and entered the
Friedrich Wilhelm University. | passed the examination for supplementary
subjects at the German Institute for Studies by Foreigners and was then
given full matriculation at the University. I took up studies in philosophy,
economics and Hebrew subjects.

1 wish to express my sincere and hearty thanks to my highly honaored
teachers, “Geheimrat,” Professor Dr. Heinrich Maier and Professor Dr.
Max Dessoir. Furthermore, my thanks go to Professor Dr. Eugen
Mittwoch and Professor Dr. Ludwig Bernhard.
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In the twenties | became acquainted with Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, a
Young man who had just arrived in Berlin from Warsaw, where his
father, Rabbi Moshe Soloveitchik, was the principal of the Tahkemonj
School, in order 1o study philosophy at Berlin University. And this is
the tale how I first met him. On Friday evenings | often davened at the
Adath Yisrael synagogue in Siegmundhof, On one such occasion,
shortly before the service began, the brother-in-law of my colleague
and friend, the pediatrician Dr. Jakob Levy, Dr. Silbermann, came up
to me and said: "Please, just lpok around to the back. Whom do you
see there at the back, | mean the young bachur?" | did as | was told,
turned te Silbermann and said: *So what?" He replied: “Please take
another look. Do you know who it is that stands here? That’s a
grandson of Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik, the Brisker Rav. Already now
he is an i/lui and one day he will be a “chad bedoro”.

That turmed out to be true prophecy, because to this day Rabbi Joseph
Dov Soloveitchik, the Bostoner Rav, is the recognized authority of
mitnaged Jewry. It is more than a year since he - Principal of Yeshiva
University in New York - has died. He was a unique and great teacher
of generations of students, leading the way as a philosopher of
religions. He was one of the giants among the 20th century rabbinic
authorities. '

It did not take long for us 1o become well acquainted and then good

friends. He often came to our house in Berlin, one of the few where
he was able to cat without hesitation, even on Pessach. In this
connection ] should like to relate an unforgettable episode. During a
visit, a few days before Pessach, he replied to my wife Raya's
invitation that he be our guest on Seder night: "Great, but could | ask
to be present when you kasher the cooking stove?" "With pleasure

said Raya, "but with the request that you tell me quite honestly, if

something is not done correctly. I shall do it the way I learnt it from
my Bobbe”. Joseph Dov came at the appointed time for kashering the
stove. After a while he disappeared suddenly, “0i," said Raya, "I've
obviously failed the test”. But la and behold, a little later a magnificent
bunch of flowers arrived, in acceptance of our invitation to participate
in our Seder. It was on that occasion that | first got to now the famous
Brisk shi'urim, for example: “Kezayit mat:zah and kezayit maror.”

This friendship with Joseph Dov Scloveitchik opened up a completely -
new world for me. In the past I had frequently had the opportunity to
become acquainted with gedolim from eastern Europe. Joseph Dov did
not, however, fit into this category. The clarity of his analytical way
of thinking, the phenomenal mastery of the Talmud, including
Rishonim, was fascinating for a Jew born and bred in Germany. | had
the zechuf to study Masechet Sanhedrin with him, Unforgenable!

To any halachic question that [ put 10 Joseph Dov I generally received
the answer on the spot with the relevant quotations from the makor,
Rambam, as well as other Rishonim. There is no doubt that Joseph
Dov Soloveitchik exerted a strong  influence on me, and it was
through him that 1 came to fully realize the true nature of halachic
thinking. | should like to point out that Joseph Dov did not isolate
himself from the world, on the contrary. Perhaps, these days certain
circles do not want to admit this, after all, he had studied philosophy
under Professor Hermann Meyer and mathematics at Berlin University
where he made his Ph.D. summa cum laude. During the examination
Professor Meyer asked him: "Well, Mr Soloveitchik, what can you tell
me about Maimonides?" that was a real challenge for Joseph Dov, and
he explained 10 the German professor of philosophy the Rambam’s
significance for the historical aspect of philosophy. Afier a couple of
sentences  Professor  Meyer interrupted  him: "All right, Mr.
Soloveitchik, I see that you know who Maimonides was."
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Dr. Joseph Soloweitehix, 28 a pPol-
Ish rabdl, his wife and thejr dsugh-
ter, Sarah, who arrlved on the Bal-
tle, were sent to Eills Islang pend-
ing m hearing on thelr status, Rabbis
wajted In vain at the pler for the
appearance of the rabbinical scholar
and descendant of rabbis,

Dr. Soloweltchik Is the son of Dr.
Moses Soloweltchik, professor . of
Talmud at Yeshiva College here,
At the nge of 2 he was able to read
Hebrew with ease and al 12 he had
written manuscripts on religious
questions, '
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BVent Scheduled Yor Dedember 25 at,

Temple Isracl M
Rabbj Goldatein cating House —|

In Mo with our
mmwamaun
are plensd to wnwemmce that
Rrothertood Chasskak Festival -iti e
‘wmmmwn.u
wolesk, ot the Twmpi Darwel Mestng |
Howse Tus prinetpal gueet speaker wil |
e mt&nwww‘
“idemt of the New York Board of Jewish |
Muduvﬂﬂtﬁdh‘unt(ﬂo&g»t
gathom Bnal Jeshurun of New Tork. E
The program will comsist of partcipa- |
thea by prominent tocal rabbla presidents
allilated Brotherboods weil
cantars and singing by the combloed
choirs af Temple Lrnal Temple Obabed
an’km‘rnﬂ;‘l‘mm‘
KeiiDath [srasl. Tenpls Beth K. Lyon
Tumple Beth K2 Chalsss. A beautiful and meptratosal religious
’nm'q-m'\uu.n‘-rlam!uyw-

o soimt!

peripen (o piuce & charge of
2 cents upon stoh tiekat For tiis
desirous

ple Beth Kl Chelses. and Harry
Katpam, Beth El, Dorchse
ter. They will discuas the g

niftcance of the Festival and will -
figurs preminently in the program. -
Chairm Brotherbood

en  Solnt

Chaonkah Cal Commitiess

Wareaw, Dec. 18 1JTA: - Tha
Jewiad' Deputies (o the Polish Sejm.
\ncluding the members of the Clud
of Jewish Deputesa. the Pro-Gove

srmment Jéwish Deputios and thoss

of other partiss, have wade a de
mand (or the removal {mm their

kuown |

Dr. Seloveitchk
Tnstalled at |

~ BT X VS

ABIE'S §

guage could tell her thelt
found oge — Miss Ireng
as ever trod the Emerald la
Yiddish Auently.

Temle Beth El

Boston - The Bostam school committee sough’
A woman truant officer wibo could speak as weli a-
understand Yidduh, so tha
drea who have not yek mastered the English lun.

ROSE
t parents of Jewlsh chsi
troubie

Donm At
Mo L

Thr committes
as Irah a iew
T an apraky

As Bendol Eleven U mted
Orthodox Congrega-
tions in Boston

el -

Rabbi Joseph Ber Solovreiichilt
wus imstalied om Bumday as rabdi
of 11 unitad Oﬂﬁl. Bostoa orthe-

|

Tampie Beth El Dorcbestsr. whers :

the installatios exercises were
held.

Samusl White chalrman ol the
reception commitles, Introduced
Pnnldnn Yeinberg who grectad the
and. in lurn, introduced

tive officinls i
ernor. the Chilef of Pou::- and the
nesd of the Becurity Department

. ‘Ihey also tnformed thé Minlster of

Interior that they cannot trust the
investigations al presant being
conducted in Lembarg os the Min-

istry's instructions, o0 lang s the -

investigation was umder the author
iy of persous, who, the Jewish
Depuliss were comvinced, them-
aseives carried the responsiblity for

iasbration
Harold Lipkin, executive cunﬂ:-lbl tolerating sod for fuiling to sup-

thhﬂ.nnmm

press the disturbunces W soon o8

; they bagen to develop.

DUE TO ILLNESS

Profeasor Nathun leaacs ss chair-
man of the evening. The chairman

introduced Rabbi Harry Katsea of -

Tempie Beth K. Rabbl E Rosan-
barg. honorary’ presidect of (he
Luoitad Orthodox Rabbis of Amer-
ica. Rabbh Wolf Gold presideat of
the Misresch: oryanisalion of Amer
ca. Rabbi Muier Batla. president
of the Warld Mizrschi. who came
especially from Palesting to partial-
pate in this event. snd Rabdi Bolo
weitchik who was presenied with
. the certificate at nis alection. Rabbi
| Kore gave the benediction at the
. close of the cersmony.

A banquet rOTIGWIT with FRabbl
" Hatras as toastmaster. and Rabbis
" Birsk, Manrsevitz and Moses Boko-
of the !astalled

| Additional Pledges Raported

PHILANTHROPIES |
TOTAL ABOVE
LAST YEAR

\

Indicate Recoipts of $408,«
128 — 9,788 Coatributore

AddiUonal pledges recwved siagp

Clud, of

Lefcourt, Once
Worth Millions,
Left Only $2500

\Rsalty Operator Whoe Built
«{Carment District  Build.
ings Had None &t Desth

Abmanan Py

e “adirg
realty nperea’ - ard heet o cur

PATRLLES wh 1Y erectrl orvepal
arge GMre i o mmere a0 buld

tags wi'r o szzcegate velua of
mere ‘tar 1% 0N 000 «<nd whoss
parsods  ‘.o'une nad  been  ruth
mated 4. s-overa. miil.oas. left wa

atats 0! §1.50 sccordlng v thal
prodeie ps'vica Med 1n 1be Surro-

during the past few weehs s thet gates Cour’ win the watt of Myt
of tbe New Century Club Albert | Ladoour i
Hurwss preaident sspounced cthatl Mr Lefrourt wig d Novem- {
the ciub at ita et meeting badfber 13 r his spartmmeit o m.l
voted Lo subscribe 1500 Lo the Plﬂ-i Bavoy-Para wus M yesrs vid  He.

The wad boin cr Leisnrey strrer Het

FLR his Businese life &8 » newe

Bostan
whioh Myer Papp ts
£200.

all the
showed marked inoresses

3 Mabtepen.
a: Bn-ton 112, Jundu Plain, 82,
[ and Balmont, 1.

Inciaded in 1he contributiona re-

celved recently wre She felowring
£200—Ananymons, Bestott Linsa

Clul, Prof Nathan lasacs snd Mor-

Dye Houss En
1 ploy ees
3150 Dudiey Lestbar Co, Ford
Mig. Co

3100 -Anonymous. Jesse AFonsui
Lascius Besbs & Boom, James J
Fiizpairick, Foms & Co. J. Green:
baum. Haley Cata. Rotkwood Co
“Hood Rubber Co. Walter A May
Je, Harris Parlmein. Reading Rub
‘baf Mfs Co. Richman Bros, J 1.
Schult. Banjamin BSegal Thies-
Mig Co. Edward Waes

15— Bogen & Tanneobeumm, M-
and Mre Alan Steinert | Harobs
Wald.

$80~ -8uperisr Clothing Co.

$0—Bamuoel ] Aaronson. Arrow
Shoe Ceo. Mr. and Banjamun
Berenson. Baot & Bhos Raecorde:
Publiebing Co., J. D Borasteu
ire., Chandlar & Co. A H. Coiby

were delivered by Semuel HL Whita,
i Rabbi Kleban and Rabbi Selver. ¢

The arrangement commities. coug
yigtad of Rabbi M. Fraak. Rabbl
'Alter Bium. M. L Morriscm, Sam-

- on, =
barg. Bamuel Rieesl Nathan
Kra, A A Hurwitx +Jucod-
som, Rabhi Korf. Woll Bagger, ioeem
muwwmml

ham Alpert
| Rabbl Bcioveilchik 19 an out-|

Friedmsan. Victor A Friend. D
Maurica Gersteln, OQitman Bro<
Globe Msttress Co. Jowsph Gornd
man. Alexander G Gould. Harn-!
8hos Co. Edmond A Heller, Rat,.
ort P Hu—ﬂck Howard Clowhing

Abrabam Freedmén, Mre. Hether:

., irr becams » DooIblark then
merchatdise and eveniually
d nto what ha gxpected to'
re lUvs cocupation manu-

tng ‘w ‘s garments  But,
the b boam cume i
Farment dintrict along
averve. hetwesn Mth and iMnd;
M~ lLe‘~qur: pitunged 1nto
the husiness ¢! putiing up sky-
scrafere. ssvers! of xRt now
be4: his name

Ir. 1923 whoen Aaan ¥ Lol oor
LR RIY sOn, wes Twrive yeeis

"Mr o lafeourt srnsunoad be ncent
s5 o gIVE AN 4 Joft hundiny o
Madison svenus and Jith s :iev

Ve zed at £10.006 007 The boy w-
<o Agured 1a Bis falher « woi i
Fehr.ary 3 103 ac vhe Jnhns .
nirn Hoepital in Bualtimors M-
Iateoarl, whe exeryled e wil
Mater 20 1023 wnd never rhanged
celuded Foo eun ke s
«r i wrole sa thy dorumert o« e
«p.er’ that the son engegs 1= e
came Hne of huminers .- Loern -
the time .7 oo

‘rgatee

Evird in oat

Js¥ih lnstitutions
Remembered In Wil

‘toahester lec 3T C-
« 4l Jewish natituiime weee o
wemhbersd in the witt ieft 4y Abren
¥ Horwiir. fdunder and Fead

v 11« Natlonai Clothing U

1. ~hestar, and widrly annwn
< elmthing business whe et

Now Yoark CHy 8 shnrt ome owge
A bequert of 12500 was lal1 "0 i
Dowmh Chitdrens Home of

= waa & member «f the hoart

gractors The Jrwish Hamer !

e Aged ‘will also beneAr o che ox

cant al $2000 (Hher bequenix -
roaritable Institutinna herr inelwdr:!

15

=

"

rr

7 DIy
Maeagher. u-u Shoe Ca. Mitche-
&hos Co, O'Brias Buesell Ca. Johr
C. Puige & Co., flensca Taxtile C.»
Herman 1. Shaw, Chmries Sicabers
Frenk sSolomon, Walwarth O~
j Brucs Wastmpre.

TV PN e wt
)' 3¢ and 3500 to the Patteute 1.
Chitdren.
Mr Horwitz was dt'n' 2

- Jewieh Home for ths Agrd
¢ retar ol Temple Brion Kideen
[TRIRE.TY rroyd'quoh Country Ciud |

university s Buriin,
lctmuy having studled there Sve
Jysars  “Tle (s ot ouly s rabbi
!of Boston or eve of Amaerton but
I the rabbi of the worid,” said Fombbi
) Meyer Bariio in his \Dstaliation ad-
dt—. ~Hae ts the highast suthority
i ‘Jewish learning.” be deciared.

| Rabbl Boloveitchik is 20 yeass of
age s married and bas ons child
Hie wife. toe. heids s PR D degrea

- Havena. Dct. il UTA)~There Ls
e Jewish gueston (a the Owmtrel
Amariean Repubile of Costa Riow.
Jswe live there in comfortable sco-
Gombe cucumssnces, but they suf-
fowr Lroem cultumi poverty. "

PUBLIG

Sunday Evening,

Presiding—NATI
PUBLIC

Auspiess of

BOSTON Y. M. H. A.

Corner Swaver 5t. and Humboldt Ave., Roxbury

Speaker—PROF. THOMAS NIXON CARVER
Subject—"The Escape from Poverty” ¢
MUBICAL PROGRAN AT 434 0 CLOCK i
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DR. HERZOG VISITS YESHIVA

bormitory Lounge To Be Provided

Social Hall Will

f

Be Renovated
And Furnished

Lmmedisieiy after ths Pussover
teceas the second floor Doruutory
Social Hall, enich unti now has
oeen praciicnlly Jnused. wil  be i
Lurned 0 1 study  oody  and
lounge snd will be made avauadie
w Jormytory studenws. This  ar-
rangement has Oeen made possibie ,
through the efforts of Mr. 3. Mau-
nce Plotnuck, dormitory supervisar,,
and the cooperation of the Wowen's:
Qrgasuzation. which has slocated !
tunds for :he purchass  of the- H
necessary squpmaent.

Fifty Lesther Chatrs ) |

Provuiccs nhave aiready Dbewn;
made W0 [WTsh the room with
1bout  {lty leatheretta armachaire.
s doren easy chairs snd saverni.
wpply  of
il be
st hand for student use and (t 8,
noped that wriung lables wil be

wry restdents, under the 3 Varsity ShOW
|Scripts Ready

lon of the darmutory
wi be lormed. It'ﬂ.lh.t.buduty
of this committes 10 sew
conup 5 magtamned and w cun-
sl e suwnocw | FOTProduction
Although the hsil & intended
mruylordommu.m Casting ‘or pars o the forth-
sion will De granied. st Lumas, “’lmc annual  Varsity Show
CXEIC ‘”":g‘mu: ust 4 which will e beid jountly Witn the
room 48 8 mee
ever requests for Lhipu“ of theiCiss Nite. wil taks Dlace tus
\ounge 11 Wi mancer will have to; M00dsy 1o the Dormitery social
:,!up,?m“mm R 11!’ Tickew for his aflalr, ®hich wil
Dorm Rowm Fiane | pisced on sale twdey and can be
D keeping with chis policy of | procursd trom Evin Kosofagy 4L
dormitary uUADrovement plans are: chatman of the Social Committer,
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(250 ¢)

Avraham ha-kelali, the universal Abraham, He predicted the
historical march toward eternity of the covenantal community
chosen by God.

Hazal already were aware of the strange parallelism
between the lives of the patriarchs and the historical drama of
(Tﬁf"béaple,’As the Midrash says, “Kol mah she-ira {le-Avraham]
tra le-vanav, Whatever happened to [Abraham)| happened to his
children” (Midrash Tanhuma, Lekh Lekha 9, paraphrased by
Nahmanides, Gen. 12:6). Similarly, “Tzei u-khevosh et ha-
derekh lifnei vanekha, Go and pave the way before your chil-
dren” (Gen. Rabbah 40:6, quoted by Nahmanides, Gen. 12:10).
Yet no commentator before Nahmanides exploited these state-
ments as he did. Nahmanides organized them into a philosophy
of history: Jewish history is basically the history of the patri-
:;r_cﬁ@ther words, the lives of the patriarchs contain a blue-

ABRAHAM'S JOURNEY

print oif’the Jewish historical process. Nahmanides was not sat-

isfied with a theory of historical paradigms or allusions; he was
the father of the idea that Jewish history was predetermined by
the activities of the patriarchs.

The question that arises from this is a simple one. By intro-
ducing an a priori symbolic etiology into Jewish history,
Nahmanides seems to have abandoned historical freedom and
replaced it with rigid determinism. Every event in Jewish his-
fory has been uhélterably fixed by paradigmatic action on the
part of our ancestors. They acted out a priori the major events
in our history and laid down rules projecting the patterns of its
historical dynamics. Once the divine decree has been translated
into metaphorical action, it cannot be changed. The whole of
Jewish history turns into a mechanical affair over which human
beings have no control. The Just ones could not have influenced
the course of events that pulled the nation toward the brink of
catastrophe, and contrarily, the wicked were unable to acceler-
ate or increase the horrors of Aurban, destruction. Everything
was already acted out and unalterably decided upon. Our ances-
tors long ago lived these events as historical realities.

8

ABRAHAM'S JOURNEY

ABRAHAM AS PERSONALITY AND PARIDIGM

m_l’zlstorical role, then, was assigned to the Children of
Israel throughout the gégggétjggg’j Were they no longer free to
shape their own destiny, to determine their own history? Was
acting like marionettes all that was left to thgm: unable to con-
trol their own acts and driven ‘inivolu;nt‘éi'ily to historical doom.
hurban and exile? The prophets exhorted the people, preached
to them, and urged them to mend their ways to placate God's
wrath and be saved from destruction and catastrophe. The veo-
ple were apparently free to invite distress and tragedy or, vice
versa, to triumph and live under the Almighty’s protection.
Judged from the standpoint of Nahmanidean determinism, the
Jew could never have escaped the bitter experiences of disaster
and hurban, since these tragic events were symbolically pro-
duced on the historical stage at the time of our patriarchs and
thus were predestined as inevitable.

In my opinion, the answer to this question is simple.
Certainly, the experiences of the patriarchs foreshadowed the
tragic as well as the redeeming events of posterity. Whatever
happened to our forefathers was bound to transpire in the life of
the nation. The patriarchs indeed spoke the language of pre-
monitory and anticipatory signs. However, the events narrated
by the Bible serve as signs or symbols of future events. Any sign _
or symbol is subject to interpretation, for the semantics of signs
and of symbolic language is multiple. Signs can be interpreted
in many ways. There is, of course, a message in every biblical
scene and event, and this message is related to future scenes
and events. Yet the freedom of the people of the Bible has not
been curtailed, because a_message, like a sign, is subject to
interpretation—and the latter is a many-faceted, heterogeneous
affaiz, T e latter i an, asted)

We Jews have been taught that the eternal truth of the
Torah reveals itself to man by way of many interpretations, and,
of course, all of them are true. Halakhic logic, unlike classical
logic, is an n-valued logic. The truth, we believe, can be project-
ed against many backgrounds. It may be seen within x number

of perspectives, some of which are mutually exclusive. Did not
the Gemara say of the two most contradictory systems in the
annals of Halakhah, Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel, that “elu va-
elu divrei Elokim hayyim, both are the words of the living God”
(Eruvin 13b)? This poly;semantic approach to the Torah is valid,
too, with regard to creative historical interpretation. Each event
was predetermined by the symbolic acts of the patniarchs. Yet in
every generation, how to interpret the event is up to thﬁehi};aii{'
vidual or to the people as a whole. The Jew is free to choose from
the many alternative interpretations of the event. The idea that
God wills to be realized through the event is the same; yet
nonetheless it may be like a beam of white light which, when
refracted and dispersed, displays a multitude of colors. The
selection of the color is never interfered with by predestination.

1/



JOSEPH B SOLONVNELT CHLK

Biblical criticism has made so much, while in the
nrst account only the name of E-lohim appears, in
the second, I-lohim is used in conjunction with
the Tetragrammaton.

LET US PORTRAY these two men. Adam the

first and Adam the second, i_pprgj(}gliC;}!f;}ff&f
ries.

" There is no doubt that the term “tmage of God”
i the hrst account refers to man's inner charis-

matic endowment as a creative being. Man's like-

was fashioned in the image of God was blessed
with great drive for _c_rcativc ;lc(i\'ilz and immeas-
urable resources for the realization of this goal, the
most outstanding of which is the intelligence, the
human mind, capable of confronting the outside
world_and_inquiring into_its complex_workings. *

In spite of the boundless divine generosity provid-
ing man with many intellectual capacities and in-
terpretive perspectives in his approach to reality,
God, in imparting the blessing to Adam the first
and giving him the mandate to subdue_nature,
directed Adam’s attention to the functional and
practical aspects of his intellect through which man

*Vide Yesude ha-Torab, 1V, 8—, Morch Nevukbim, ), 1

12

JOSEPIT B SOLOYELLOCHIEK

conative movement of attraction which Adam the
first expertences toward the world 15 not of an
exploratory-cognitive nature. It is rather nurtured
destre on the part of Adam to better_
t](mu\ ‘;r"eﬂla'trinﬁ;gi'h‘is‘ eavironment.

by the selhsh

his own po

Adam the first is overwhelmed by one quest,

namely, to harness and dominate the clemental
natural forces and to put them at his disposal. "This

pracria] interest arouses his will to learn the se-

as motivation, tclcnl()gy, design, and mcthml()lngy

are concernced.

WIIAT IS Adam the first out to achieve? What ts
the objective toward which he incessantly drives
himself with enormous speed? The objective, it 1s
self-evident, can be only one, namely, that which
Ciod put up before him: to be “man,” to be himself.

Adam the first wants 1o be_ human, to discover his

entity which 15 bound up with_his_humanity.
How does Adam hnd himself> Fe works with a
simple equation introduced by the Psalmist, who
proclaimed the singulinty and unique station of
man 10 nature: “lor thou made him a heade lower
than the angels and hast crowned him with glory
and honor (dignaty). "™ Man is an honorable being.

A 3 matter ot fact, the term bavod has o dudd imeaning i

4
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is able to gain control of nature. Other intellecrual
inquiries, such as the metaphysical or axiologico-
qualitative, no matter how incisive and penetrating,
have never granted man dominion over his environ-
ment. The Greeks, who excelled in philosophical
noesis, were less skillful in technological achieve-
ments. Modern science has emerged victorious
from its encounter with nature because it has
sacrificed qualitative-metaphysical speculation for
the sake of 3 functional duplication of reality and
substituted the quantus tor the gualis queiﬂti(‘m.
Therefore, Adam the first is interested in just a
single _aspect_of reality and asks one qgesti(;
ﬂv——“l fow does the cosmos function?” Fe is not
fascinated by the yuestion, “\Vhy“d‘og;—the €OSMos
function at all>” nor is he interested in the ques-
tion, “What is its essence?” He is only curious o
know how it works. In fact, even this “how" qTxes-
tion with which Adam the first is preoccupied is
limited in scope. He is concerned not with the
question per se, but with_i;i}g‘rﬁnﬂgtjggl implications.
He raises not a metaphysical but a practical, tech-
pic;lm‘j)‘gyv:"ﬂqvugg_tjgvr). To be precise, his quesfi.on
is related not to the genuine functioning of the
cosmos in itself but to the pgssibi_ljtx of reprocuc-
Sltijhc d«‘,’Eimi?i_”_(Jhi OSM ‘b;r embl};y‘i'ﬁév
quantified-mathematized media which man evolves
through postulation and creative thinking. ‘The

3
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In other words, man is a dignified being and to be
human means to live with dignitv. [lowever, this
equation of two unknown qualities requires further
claboration. We must be ready to answer the gues-
ton: What is dignity and how can it be realized?
The answer we find again in the words of the
Psalmist, who addressed himself to this obvious
question and who termed man not only an honor-
able but also a glorious being, spelling out the
essence of glory in unmistakable terms: *Thou hast
made him to have dominion over the works of Thy
hands. Thou hast put all things under his feet.” In
other words, dignity was equated by the Psalmist
with man’s capability of dominating his environ-

ment and exercising control over it. Mzrxrriﬂ:icquircs
dignity thmugh glory, through his mayestic posture
vis-a-vis his environment . *

Hebrew- (1) magesty, 45 n the phra»c\m:"n T3, (2} L’.‘ﬂl’fﬁ as 10
the Plalakhic phrase T e Phat digmity s a criterion
by which the worth of an individual 15 measured ﬂ!gg/qcmon;
strated hl,gﬁ_h_“;’i“.‘ih that o3, self-abased pessons, are dis
L;AnxalTl;mem gving testunony In particudar the phrase Pws Sowa
%95 e, “whoever cats in the steeet of at any public pla(c acts
hike a dogf' used by both the Gimod (Adduwsbin 4oby and Mamoni-
des (Msbneb Torab, Edur X1, ¢) s characteristie of the atttude of the
Halakhah toward a man who has Jost his sense of digniey | ikewsse,
I wish to pont out the Jaw that the prinaple of human dignity
overrides certnn Halakhie snpunctions vide Berukbor 1ob See also
Nachmanides. |eviticus 1y {the descripoon of the qoality of sanc-
ey

I aught be pomted oot that in rhcimgyggx_ﬁ_{hc ward a3 s

Iy
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The brute's existence 1s an undignihed one be-
cause itis a helpless existence. FHuman existence is
a dignified one because it is a glorious, majestic,
powerful existence. Hence, dignity is unobtainable
as long as man has not reclaimed himself from
GT&fstcm ¢ with nature and has not risen from a
non-reflective, degradingly helpless instunctive life
to an intelligent, planned, and majestic one. for
the sake of clarthcation of the double equation
glory-majesty,

humanity = - dignity and dignity =

1015 necessary to add another thought. There is no
dignity without responsibility, and one cannot as-
sume responsiblity as long as he is not capable of
iving up to his commitments. Only when man
rises to the heights of freedom of action and creu-
tivity of mind does he begin to implement the
mandate of dignified responsibility entrusted to
him by his Maker. Dignity of man expressing itself
in the awareness of being responsible and of being
cupmlc of discharging his resp()nsibilitv cannot be

here given an intellectualistic coloring, being rendered as darxé. The
\/ulgau_ h:h thc more hiteral ylorm In n!hcr contexts in which [hL

variously (r.n\sla(tdv See, e, Psnlm.s 164, ‘1\::'7:'1*:5@]3‘7.
where ™ is rendered bé glossa mou and lingua mea, respec-
tively; and Psalms jo 13,709 Ter pab, where Tas is translated as

bé doxa mou and glorra mea
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Hence, Adam the first is aggressive, bold, and

victory-mi
over _the cosmic foruq He engages
\x()rk tr)mg to imitate his Makf.r (tmttatzo Det)

m creatne

The most characteristic reprcsemanvc of Adam the
first 1s the mathematual scientist who whisks us

away from the array of tanglble thmgs from color
and sound, from heat, touch, and smell which are
the only phenomena accessible to our senses, nto
a formal relational world of thought constructs, the
product of his “arbitrary” postulating and sponta-
neous positing and deducing. This world, woven

out of human thought DrOCesses, functums with

ana;'mg_grccnsmn and runs parallcl to the workings
of the real multifarious world of our senses. The
modern sucnust does not try to uplam nature, He
oan dulzﬂ atcs . In his fu” rcsplendent glorv as
a creative qum “of God, he constructs his own
world and in mysterious fashion succeeds in con-
trolling his environment through manipulating his
own mathematical constructs and creations.

Adam the firstis not only a creative theoretician.
Tle is also a creative aesthete. He fashions ideas
with his mind, and beauty with his heart. lle
m_lms both his intellectual and his aesthetic crea-

n\m and takes pmle init. He also dxsplavs creativ-

ity in the world of the norm: he chsla es for

himself norms and laws because a dignified exis-_
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His motto is success, tnumph'
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his Lﬂ\lr()ﬂmﬂ lor life in bondage to insensate
clemental forces is a non- responsible and hence an
unchignified aftair.*

AMan of old who could not fight disease and
succumbed in multitudes to yellow fever or any
other plague with degrading helplessness could not
lav clum to dignity. Only the man who builds
|1()sz_(.1‘5 discovers thcrnpeu ic_ tcchmus .md _and
saves lives is blessed with dlgmtv Man of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries who needed
several davs to travel from Boston to New York was
less dignthed than modern man who attempts to
conquer space, boards a plane at the New York
airport at midnight and takes several hours later a
leisurely walk along the streets of London.t The
brute is _helpless, and, therefore, not d:gmhcd
Civ ilized man has s gained himited control of nature
and has become, in certain respects, her master,
and with his_mastery h_ellgl“itﬂned d.gx)ltj_as

wcll His mastery has made it possible for him to
act in accordance with his responsibility,

*Vide Nachmanides, €
MOYST WY AP A0 ME N
crowned him with honor and glory,” which refers to his (1.¢.,

JCACSIS 1240 KV TTROPA TN TN A0
“Asitis written, ‘and (Thou) hast
man's)
meelligent, wise, and technically resourcetul seriving.”

e as obvious char this essay refers o Adam the ﬁrsm}iuc
»rﬂigfgx_tiugﬁ(hgcnﬂcgtﬂiyc h,‘w&‘j&hmﬂm&@jﬂi and not 1o
dividual members of the human race

-
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tence s an orderly one. Anarchy and dignity are
mutually exclusive. tle is Lh:s worldly mmdcd
finitude-oriented, beauty- Lcntered Adam the hrst
mn aesthete, whether engaged in an intel-
lccnml or i an ethical pcrfnrmancc 1his_con-

not for the true “but for the plusunt .lnd hmc-
tional, which are rooted in the aesthetical, not the
noctic-cthical, sphere. *

In doing all this, Adam the first is trying to carry
out the mandate entrusted to him by his Maker
who, at dawn of the sixth mystcrinusvdny of crea-
ton, addressed | Timself to man nnd summoned

him to “fll the ¢ arth and subduce it Tris God who

decreed that the story of Adam the first be the
sLx\c who gr .uluallv

transfnrms himself intg [mn4n¢mx " While pursu—
ing this g(ml, driven by an urge which he cannot

great saga of freedom of man

but obey, Adam the first transcends the Limits of
the reasonable and probable and ventures into the
open spaces of a boundless universe. Fyven this

lungmg for vastness, no matter how adventurous

.

Toas worthwhide to note that Masmondes mnterpreted the story
of the
cehuedl tor the sake of de aoshetic The Hebirew phrase 38y e

fab ob man i rerms of the bereayal ot the weellecrand sad the
o was ranshied by Vamonades as 7 And the tree of CApRTenCIng
the plessant and unpleasan ™
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and of his ability to struggle with his external cir-
cumstances without forfeiting either his indepen-
dence or his selfhood. The motto of the “1” of des.
tny s, “Against your will You are born and against
your will you die, byt you live of vour own free
will.” Man is born like an object, dies like an object,

but possesses the ability to live like a subject, like a
creator, an innovator, wheo can _impress his own
individual seal upon his life and can extricate him.
self from a mechanica] type of existence and enter
INto a creative, active mode of being. Man's task in
the world, according to Judaism, s towt;;;f_c;;

fate into destinya passive existence into an active

existence; an existence of compulsion, perplexity

erful will, with resourcefulness, daring, and imagi-
nation. God’s blessing to the work of His hands
sums up their entire purpose in life: “Be frujtfy)
and multiply, and fll the_earth and subdue jt”
KGexjesis 1:28). Subdue the environment and sub.
ject 1t to your control, If you do not rule over it it
will subjugate you. Destiny bestows upon manl a
new rank in God’s world, it presents him with a
royal crown, and man becomes transformed into a
partner with the Almighty in the act of creation.

Judaism, with its realistic approach to man and
his place in the world, understood that evil cannot
be blurred or camouflaged and that any attempt to

downplay the extent of the contradiction and frag-
mentation to be found in reality will neither endow
man with tranquility nor enable him to grasp the
existential mystery. Evil is an undeniable fact.
There is evil, there is suffering, there are hellish tor-
ments in this world. Whoever wishes to delude
himself by diverting his attention from the deep
fissure in reality, by romanticizing human exjs-
tence, is nought but a fool and a fantast. 1tis impos-

sible to overcome the hideousness of evil through
philosophico-speculative _thought. Therefore,
Judaism determined that man, entrapped in the

depths of a frozen, fate-laden existence, will seek in
vain for the solution to the problem of evil within
the framework Jsgecg}ga’tjygmtﬁggg_ﬁp for he Will

never find it. Certainly, the testimony of the Torah
that the cosmos is very good is true. However, this

P ﬁ»-»( L)( (V\‘l"*frftt Huklm? "
;L{U-h o( F‘-Lth\ )xm IH:;J:::—.« LwJV‘I({
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Three Types of Questiony

There are three types of questions we may ask about

phenomenon. “"Why ™ probes motivations to establish why
things are the way they are; “how™ seeks cyplanations as (o
how they function effectively; and “what™ looks for tnterpreta-
fions to estublish meamngtulness., “Why and Chow pertinn
to quidities which presumably are inherent 1 things: ““what™
deals with subjective formulations which are superimposed by

the beholder for purposes of ulility and conventence

(7712,
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tonceal evil. The man of destiny is highly realistic
and does not flinch from confronting evil face to
face. His approach is an etl;xico-halak}ﬂcﬁgng

devoid of the slyightesL§Qeculan’ve-metaghysiggglﬁ

coloration. When the man of .says
to himself: “Evi] exists, and | will neither deny it
nor camouflage it with vaiﬁmm(m:{:
mmout evil from a halakhijc
standpoint, like a person who wishes to know the
deed which he shall do; [ ask one simple question:
What_must the sufferer‘dgusé{:tlﬁt he_may Tive

Vpbhrggs}lhiis;g_f{gr_i_gg_?” In'this dimension the cen-
ter of gravity shifts from the causal and teleological
aspect of evil (the only difference between causali-
ty and teleology being a directional one) to its prac-
tical aspect. The problem is now formulated in
straightforward halakhic language and revolves
about one’s daily, quotidian tasks. The fundamen-
tal question js: What obligation. doe—s‘?ﬁff:efr}fﬁgw
impose upon man? This question is greatly beloved
by Judaism, and she has placed it at the véry center

with this problem as it is concerned with other

problems of permitied and fosbiqaes.

Asking “Why'" for Mitzvor

Applying cach of the above three questions regarding God
and His mitzvor, one meets with differing results. Asking
“why™ God issued certwn commandments is seeking to com-
prehend the unfathomable. it is more than simply a matter of
being unable to comprehend God's mind and motivation. 1t s
more profound than that. When we sk “why' i the human
confext, we are truly asking “what motivated Him?"> A correct
reply would be that in order to achieve objective B, agent A had
to be cmployed, because otherwise B would remuin inaccess-
ble.

Obviously. one cannot reason n this manner about God, as
though He had to overcome some inability or deficiency by
using anantermediary agent Al s readily accessible and real-
1zable to Him. The best and only answer (o any guestion about
God's motivations s "He willed 1t gezerah hi mulfunes (Garde
3.13).4

In response o the question ” Why did God create the world””’
we should not say that Ie 15 kind und wanted to bestow
goodness on the world or that a king needs a kingdom  The very
notion of need inplies that He had an msufheicncy which He
sought to overcome This s abviously untenable. the oy
acceptable answer s, He willed 7 That takes care of the
matter—God's will s selt-ustfying. In the case of man, we
carnot reply “he willed 1.7 because man s not seltsutbicient.
and one may ask further, “hbut why did he wilt it, what did he
lack which he sought to attain™

Not being able to provide the Twhy ot murevor does not
meun that there are no objective reasons for them  Nahmanides
(on Lev 19:19) taught: The intention of the Rabbis fin delimng



Asking ""How™ for Mitzvot

Asking “how' for hukim is also nonsensical. How does the
sprnkling of the watery ashes of the Parah Adumah cleanse the
ntually unclean (Num. 19)?7 How does the goat sent to Azazel
bring forgrveness on Yom Kippur (Lev. 16)? How does halitzah
release & widow for remarnage (Deut. 28)? We willingly and
revercatly accept the incomprehensible ““how'' even as we
dutifully embraced the unfathomable ““why ™

In contrast, asking “why™ and ““how'" for mishpatim does
seem to be legitimate and promising. We think we know the
motivations for the prohibitions agamnst stealing, murder, adul-
tery, and false testimony and for the positive commandments
which reflect a sensitivity to the rights and welfare of others.
They seem morally uplifting and socially stabilizing. In fact,
however, their moral reasonableness is often in question in our
modern world. The campaigns to legitimize asbortion, euthana-
sia, adultery, and homosexuality are examples of the unreliabil-
ity of the social conscience even with mishpatim. Clearly,

mishpatim 100 must be accepted as hukim, lest they be ration-
alized away.

Axking *"What for Mitzvot

Remaining is the third question, ““what,”” which inquires
about the meaningfulness of particular mitzvor to the individual
and to society. This is a legitimate pursuit. Nay, it may even be
meritorious to inquire, "‘How can | integrate and assimilate this
mitzvah into my religious consciousness and outlook?’" *"What
thoughts and emotions should | feel when the Parah Adumah
chapter is read in the synagogue?”” “'How can it hélp me achieve
devekut, a greater closeness to God?™’

Such questions reflect the necd to be inteliectually and emo-
tionally engaged in the performance of a mitzvah, even of
hukim. One does not ask, *'Why did God legislate Parah Adu-
mah?"" or *'How does it purify the ritually defiled?”” but *"What
is its spiritual message to me?"”" or “"How can 1. as a thinking
and feeling person, assimilate it into my world outiook?"” When
we say the Shema, we experience an acceptance of Divine
sovereignty but what should we feel when we scrupulously
avoid admixtures of meat and dairy?

This is what R. Moshe Hadarshan, cited by Rashi, attempted
to do—to suggest an interpretation which would heighten the
meaningfulness of the Parah Adumah to us.
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I would say that a spark of ruach ha-kodesh is to be found
in the soul of every Jew. God addresses Himself to the Jew, calls
him from within, and awaits an answer. Some respond after a
while; some ignore Him. How can man determine God’s pres-
ence or absence from the sanctuary He dedicates in every soul?
Is it possible to recognize God's presence? The answer is yes!

The Halakhah has equated simhah, the emotion of joy, with
lifner Hashem, the awareness of God’s presence. On the other
hand, grief and sadness are indicative of the metaphysical vacu-
ity caused by God’s absence from or abandonment of man, The
Halakhah has warned cian, has tried to teach the individual to
recognize God in every joy-experience, in every beat of a happy
heart, in every tremor of fulfillment, in every ray of light that
enlightens us and makes life worth tiving. One should recognize
God in every achievement that gladdens the soul, in every day
spent meaningfully, and in the fatigue the creative person expe-
riences after having completed his task satisfactorily.

In a word, if man is happy, if he has a song on his lips and a
melody in his heart, then let him recognize God. For how can a
man rejoice if God has left him, and if everything in him and
around him is dreary and bleak?

As a matter of fact, the duty to thank and praise God—
Hallel, birkat ha-Gomel, or the hymnal part of prayer—is based
upon our notion that wherever man is successful, satisfied and
happy. God 1s with him. We greet (iad with shirot re-tishbachot,
songs and praises. This is an old tradition. Whenever one can
point at the Almighty and zay, “This is my (rod.” then he 1s oblig-
ated to sing a hymn Songis an expression of happiness and joy.

On the other hand. Judaism has taught us also the art of
recogmizing the absence of God, the ontological vacuum created
hy His departure. In moments of distress and crisis, when man
lives through the dark night of the lonely soul, man should
experience the tnght and terror of being alone in an empty
waorld

The dark night of loneliness may be precipitated by disease,
death, economtc ruin. or social failure. At other times, the dark
night encroaches upon man because he mevitably must
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encounter existential failure and disillusionment. Self-down-
grading is an act indicative of human dignity and singularity.
Man is a restless being. He must live through frustration and
self-ridicule. Every one of us knows those emotions, this kind of
anguish. Of course, the very instant man enters the dark night
of loneliness, he must recognize that God has absented Himself.
At such an hour, man's prayer does not consist of hymns and
odes but of petition and intercession. At such an hour, man
prays mi-ma‘amakim, from the depths.

Recognition of God’s presence and absence at certain
moments leads to a proper interpretation of events both in the
lives of individuals and in the life of the community. To read his-
tory properly and to interpret it in the light of God's absence or
presence is a prime duty of the Jew. This is implied by the
Nahmanidean doctrine of ma'aseh avot siman la-banim.
“Remember the days of old, consider the years of many genera-
tions; ask your father, and he will declare unto you, your elders,
and they will tell you” (Deut. 32:7).

Man must have an excellent ear in order to hear the foot-
steps of the Lord who walks in the Garden of Eden or in the gar-
den of human history. Sometimes God walks in the direction of
the rising sun, and at other times God walks toward the setting
sun. Yet, in either case, we must beware of the danger that, like
Adam and Eve, man will purposely try to escape reality and
hide upon hearing the footsteps of the Lord. Otherwise, he will
descend to the level of Abraham’s contemporaries, who could not
hear the call, who could not even recognize God.



