Majestic Maidservants
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- she said to Jacob, “Give me children — otherwise | am dead.”

2 Jacob's anger flared up at Rachel, and hé said, “Am | instead of God Who has withheld from
you fruit of the womb?”

3 She said, “Here is my maid Bithah, consort with her, that she may bear upon my knees and
I too may be built up through her.”

4 So she gave him Bilhah her maidservant as a wife, and Jacob consorted with her, 5 Bilhah
conceived and bore Jacob a son. ® Then Rachel said, “God has judged me, He has also heard
my voice and has given me a son.” She therefore called his name Dan.

? Bithah, Rachel's maidservant, conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8 And Rachel
said, “Sacred schemes have | maneuvered to equal my sister, and I have also prevailed!” And
she called his name Naphtali.

® When Leah saw that she had stopped giving birth, she took Zilpah her maidservant and
gave her to Jacob as a wife. 1° Zilpah, Leah’s maidservant, bore Jacob a son. 1! And Leah
declared, “Good luck has come!” So she called his name Gad.

12 Zilpah, Leah'’s maidservant, bore a second son to Jacob. 1 Leah declared, “In my good
fortune! For women have deemed me fortunate!” So she called his name Asher.

g
'¢ When Jacob came from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said,
is to me that you must come for { have clearly hired you with my son’s dudaim.” So he {ay wit
her that night. :
17 God hearkened to Leah; and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. '® And Ledk
declared, “God has granted me my reward because | gave my maidservant to my husband’
So she called his name Issachar.
19 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 Leah said, “God has endoud
me with a good endowment; now my husband will make his permanent home with me forl
have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. 2! Afterwards, she bore a daughig
apd she called her name Dinah.
?2 God remembered Rachel; God hearkened to her and He opened her womb. 1’5&?
conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my disgrace.” 2 So she called'?
name Joseph, saying, “May HASHEM add on for me another son. "\
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73AR. In a spatial sense, M3 means: to add stone to stone, to erect a
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giving her maidservant Bilhah to Jacob, she was eventually
blessed with children of her own. Those children, the Torah
states, were in response to her prayers (Sforno to v. 22),

6. 05K 137 — God has judged me. Rachel said that at first
God had judged her and found her wanting, so she remained
b:ar'ren, but then He judged her again and heard her voice,
giving her a son through Bilhah (Midrash).

8.... n'ﬂ‘.'.x_;: "9ID) — Sacred schemes . . . | have attempted
every possible scheme to influence God to grant me chil-
dren as He did my sister” (Rashi).

9-13. Leah follows suit. Knowing prophetically that Jacob
was destined to have twelve sons, and seeing that she had
stopped giving birth, Leah gave her own maidservant Zilpah
to Jacob as a wife. She did not have the motivation of the
barren Rachel, but both righteous sisters had one thing in
common: Each wanted to have the greatest possible share in
laying the foundation for God's Chosen People.

11. 1 ®3 — Good luck has come! The phrase is written
(:’r‘\;? inthe Torahasa single word, 133, but pronounced ()]
as if it were two words, T X2. Rashi interprets 73 as atv '71?)
good luck. R’ Shimshon Rafael Hirsch explains that the birth
of this son was an unexpected bit of luck, because it would
not have dawned on Leah to bring a rival into her household
had Rachel not set the example.
The spelling 133, as a single word, implies betrayal [133, to
betray] because it is a betrayal in a sense for a husband to
take another wife (Rashi). -
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Just as there is a n*3 in the dimension of space, so, in Hebrew lan-
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guage expression, there is a “house” in the dimension of time — namely,
the period of time in which a person or a nation or any generation
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carries out his or its activities. Each generation adds a layer to this

»
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_‘;_}Eiouse in time,” setting stone upon stone.
#<gEvery child that is born is — true to its name — a 13, a building block.
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and of the nation. They, too, make their contribution to the edifice, in-
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laying upon it their own personalities and unique accomplishments. DIRAEYI IR N0t anba AN YM Apam Mw jn YR mi
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Through the child, the parents continue to build the edifice of humanity
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him. The succeeding generations bring to expression all the special qual-
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ities of the patriarch. They live and exemplify his distinctive traits of » PV MITYPR P RSDT INNOWY IROW HY 13T MR I
¢ ; P b3, apYY Anmow Snm

character in ever-increasing diversity.
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bxw nva, the House of Israel, includes all the generations that realize
the totality of the ideal of Israel, which was bequeathed to them by
their ancestor.

_All of human history is ongoing work on one great building. God

is the Master Builder. Every human being and every generation are the
building blocks; they, too, work on the building, each_person in his

own place, in cooperation_with his fellow man ds of the f

blessing recited in our marriage service: “In His Own image, God cre-

ated man . . . and from man He has established for Himself a building

reaching into eternity” — J¥ *v 733 1wan 2 Ppom.

A childless couple drops out of the building; one layer goes ;10

further; nothing more is built upon them. Thus Sarah says: “Perhaps I
will be built up through her; perhaps through her I will attai ild.

I

f I give you my maidservant, I will have the privilege of educating the

child; and although the child will not take aft i ill

t

ake after me morally, and his spiritual development will be attributed
me. In this way I will inlay myself upon the “house in time,” and I

will live on through the child and his descendants.
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Furthermore, Yaakov Avinu’s words, ““Who has withheld from youw'—but not from
me, seem to indicate that it was not so very disturbing to him that Rachel had not

>+_bome children. How cary we justify this? We know that Yaakov's hope had been for

" 'The Malbim asks: What took her so long? Chanah had many opportunities to pray

Rachel Imeinu to be the primary bearer of the twelve Shevatim. She was the wife he had
chosen originally and for whom he had labored fourteen long years. How is it possible
that he could have spoken to her in a way that said in effect, “I myself am fine, since
Hashem has already granted me children through my ather wife"?!

Relying Exclusively on Hashem

As we strive to understand these mysteries, let us compare this episode to that of
Chanah, the mother of Shmuel Hanavi. For many years she accompanied her husband
on his many trips to the Mishkan in Shiloh, bearing the pain of her childlessness
slently. Finally, on one such trip she poured her heart out to Hashem, tears streaming
down her cheeks, begging Him to grant her a son. She took an oath that she would
wonsecrate to Hashem the son who would be born, so that he would dedicate his entire

lifeto serving Hashem, to the exclusion of all other ambitions, As a result of this prayer,
Hashem granted her a son—Shmuel Hanavi.

atthe Mishkan as she did this time. Why didn't she pray and take this oath years earlier,
when it could have saved her years of heartache?

It must be that before this time Chanah was incapable of offering such a prayer. It
wes only now, The Malbim explains, after hearing the gentle rebuke of her husband,
Hianah, that she found it within herself to pray with such intensity and purity of heart.
Until that time Chanah had relied on her husband to do the praying for her, as she
Imew that he was an outstanding tzaddik and one of the gedolei hador. She did not feel
belpless; she felt that there was someone else who would fight her battle and invoke the
Divine intercession that would endow her with a child.

er own. Oncé Chanah heard this, she knew that the only one she could rely on was
Hashem. Everyone else had given up; now her fate depended solely on her own prayers,

an

d she davened as she had never davened before. She prayed long, with bitter tears, for

she knew now that this was her only choice. And she succeeded.

Phan
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Harav Yitzchak of Volozhin (Peh Kadosh, Parshas Shemos) explains that as long as
live, tk ople of Yisrael could hope that one day he would die and a
would take his place. They believed that there was a chance that they

might be freed from slavery through natural course of political lobbying. As long as
there was some hope that this might occur, they did not turn to Hashem with all their
jh‘earts. But once they saw that Pharach had died and the new ruler did not change

is policies toward them in any way, they understood that they had no one to turn

to_other than Hashem. It was only then that they cried out to Hashem with all their

hearts, recognizing that He Alone could save them. Once this happened, Hashem set
in motion the process of their redemption.?

Yaakov Avinu’s Approach

Following this line of reasoning, it may well be that Yaakov Avinu was assuming

that Rachel Imeinu felt dependent on the merits and prayers of her devout husband.
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He wanted to bring her to pray to Hashem from the depths of her heart, with the clear
understanding that only He can help her. In order to influence hey to stop depending
on his participation in praying for her, he told her, “Hashem has not withheld offspring
from me? It was as if he were saying, “For me this is not such a burning issue. I, baruch
Hashem, already have children from Leah” Yaakov Avinu hoped that his reaction to
her plea would spur Rachel to realize that her fate lay completely in Hashem's Hands.
Then she would pray to Him with all her soul and with all her might, and thus she
would bring about her own salvation.

Although Yaakov Avinu had an overwhelming desire to bear children from his
wife Rachel, he hid these feelings from her in order to compel hér to put forth her
maximum efforts in her prayers and not to depend on any prayers of his. In the end
this strategy succeeded, as the Torah tells us (Bereishis 30:22), “Hashem listened to her
[Rachel Imeinu], and He opened her womb.” Hashem would not listen to the prayers
of Yaakov Avinu, only to those of Rachel; and her prayers were effective only after she
realized that she alone was capable of praying on her own behalf with the necessary
intensity. It is this that resulted in her salvation.? Indeed, Chazal underscore this lesson,
teaching us that there is a special quality to the tefillos of someone who prays for his
own recovery.

this makes it very clear that for our prayers to be effective, we must realize th';n‘.
bring about the salvation we need. We Ma_gwx_tmﬂ.ma] y
we must come to understand that no one else can help us.
and we can be certain that they

only Hashem can
and exclusively in Hashem;
Then our prayers can reach up to the Heavenly Throne,
will not be left unanswered.
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In addition to these two fundamental reasons, R’ Eliyahu
Dessler, in Michtay Me’Eliyahm, offers yet another. Effort also

o

serves to give the appearance that a person’s livelihood is the result -

of natural processes. We find throughout the Torah that God
glothes miracles in natural causes as much as possible. For exam-
ple, the wind blew all night before the splitting of the Sea of Reeds
(Exodus 14:21), although it could easily have been split simply by
Moses raising his staff. If a person would earn his livelihood with
/\no effort other than praver, it would be an unmistak
Therefore, we clothe our faith in the illusion of effort.
4T his then is why we have to make an effort and cannot rely com-
‘pletely on faith, We do not have to exert an effort because God needs
our assistance. God is perfectly capable of giving us all that we need,
just as He provides food for the ravens. We have to exert an effort in
order to perform all sorts of mitzvos that we wouldn’t have the
opportunity to encounter otherwise. We have to exert an effort in
order to have a fighting chance in the battle against the yetzer hara.
-}In other words, we have to exert an effort in order to accumulate the
merit we need to gain God’s blessings. We have to have faith that all
blessings are in God’s hands alone, and we have to make the effort so
that we will become purified and worthx of receiving those blessings.
We should put no faith in our efforts, because our cffé—r'ts“afc_

iracle

not the direct cause of our blessings. But we should put a lot of /

effort into our faith, because faith and closeness to God are the
true sources of all the blessings we receive in life.

\,}\ How can we test ourselves, in an honest moment, if we indeed
have the proper perspective on faith and effort? How can we tell
if we really believe that effort is only secondary to faith? We tell by
the way we balance prayer and effort.

ometimes, a man runs into the synagogue, says his prayers
quickly, and then he is out the door, in a big rush to get to the
office. If he had a major business meeting with an important
prospective client in the morning, of course, he would not be in
such a rush to bring the meeting to a close and get back to the
office. He would understand_that the meeting is more critical to
his success than any tasks waiting for him back at the office. But

he has no patience for the prayers. Obviously, he considers his

efforts to be the primary cause of his success. He relies on his own 3

efforts, but he also goes to the synagogue to show God that He
also plays some role in the business. So he gives a passing thought
to his upcoming business meeting during Sheméneh Esrei at the
appropriate blessing, and even while he is asking God to help him,
at the meeting, he is also considering different ways to persuade )
the prospective client to sign on with him.

his man has supreme faith in his own efforts. He expects that
his talents and cleverness will bring him success. But being a good
and faithful Jew, he also believes that he could use a boost from
God. A little help from Heaven is always welcome, especially when
you're dealing with a reluctant but very important client. It does
not occur to him that all his efforts have nothing to do with his
success. It does not occur to him that the time spent in serious

prayer is far more crucial 1o his success than any business meeting
he may have on his schednle.
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The man that has real faitly, however, will invest all his efforts in
ts prayers. He understands that blessings come directly from
God, that his efforts are no more than an obligation, a condition
for_success rather than a means to achieve success. He prays with
all his heart, because he knows that this is the only effective way
of achieving success. He understands that the most important
effort is sincere prayer.

#~Then an interesting thing happens. As he concentrates more
and more on his prayers, he draws ever closer to God. His faith
becomes deeper and more textured, and he gains an even clear-
er understanding of the true nature of the world. He realizes
more than ever that it is his prayer rather than his efforts that
bring him success. He prays with more concentration and faith
than he ever did before — which brings him to an even deeper
faith in God. The cycle draws him higher and higher, bringing
him the material and spiritual success that he needs to accom-
plish his purpose in life.
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“??""l-'? 80 yin-wx — Who has withheld from you fruit of the womb? The

drash reports the dialogue which took place between the husband and wife.
Rachel: Did your father treat your mother this way? No. He prayed on her

Jacob: I am not like my father. He had no children at the time; [ already have.
Rachel: Remember your grandfather Abraham. He already had a son
shmael) when he prayed to God on behalf of your grandmother.

Jacob: Would you be capable of what my grandmother did?

Rachel: What did she do?

Jacob: She had her rival brought into the house.

Rachel: If that is the obstacle, here is my maidservant Bilthah; go to her. | fog
133x-03, will become a mother through her, just as Sarah became a mother

through her maidservant” (Rabbah, ibid.). e R

4. YK ANBRY 773 NK 97 1mm — So she gave him Bilhah her maidservant
as a wife. In the previous verse Bilhah was called imy, a Jewish maidservant, and i

Xgot n79w, which generally means a Canaanite maidservant. In reality, she was.
one of Laban’s daughters, as Rashi notes on 31:50. But Rachel gave her to Jacob
as a legitimate wife (%) and not as a concubine. Bithah, however, even when
she became pregnant, behaved modestly toward Rachel, her mistress. She !
remained a 9w, servant, in contrast to Hagar, who acted insolently toward
Sarah as soon as she became pregnant.
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(v Ve g_@’\) oA e iy 23
4 mwb Mpni
NWOXD AR D - AN PWHND INR 127 . nYnanw - %3
DYWa nonann arnw INR 127 .1IpY ANTa) Nrn Sy nvaanm

(N AN XY PPRY YD ’ROY INTH

ey PNt
MY PIY RN DIW NRIPI XD [ARY] 23 YWY 9y - naYY
N2 RAN) WYY DTV NN INR NI INW 9Y MynT

S (nSw
BN "3 02 MIN) — And | too may be built from her .. . similar to my sister.

mpn — From her. My jealousy of my co-wife may stimulate the nature of my

reproductive system [so that it will function normally).

6. OK 17 — God has judged me. God was righteous in His judgment by not granting

me a pregnancy ... 5
3ol

3, 11ypn — From her. The word nynm, from her, is
translated literally by the Sforno. From Bilhah's
ability to conceive and give birth to a child whom

:ﬂfl will raise, the functioning of my reproductive
system will hopefully be aroused.
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