Joseph Upon Further Reflection — Biblical Interpretation & Theology in Exile
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Timeline of Events
Event Date
Overthrow of Yehoyakhin & First Wave of Judean Exile 597 BCE
Destruction of First Temple by Nebuchadnezzar I1 586 BCE
Amel-Marduk (Evil-Merodach) ascends the throne 562 BCE

Nabonidus Comes to Power in Neo-Babylonian Empire | 556 BCE
Events of Daniel 1-6

Cyrus I (“The Great”) Conquers Neo-Babylonian Empire | 539 BCE

Construction of Second Temple Completed (reign of Darius I “The Great”) 515 BCE

Events of Esther Reign of Xerxes (Achashverosh) 485 — 465 BCE

Elements of the Yosef Narrative
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Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers
in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there (Genesis 15:13)
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Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went
down to Egypt to live there for a while because the

Now there was a famine in the land—besides the
famine was severe (Genesis 12:10)

previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to
Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar (Genesis
26:1)




Yosef in Melakhim Bet 25 (562 BCE)
1l Kings 25

Genesis 40, 41
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In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin
king of Judah, in the year Awel-Marduk became king
of Babylon, he lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king
of Judah from prison. He did this on the twenty-
seventh day of the twelfth month. (Il Kings 25:27)
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Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave
a feast for all his officials. He lifted up the heads of
the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence
of his officials (Genesis 40:20)
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He spoke kindly to him and gave him a throne of
honor over those thrones of the other kings who
were with him in Babylon. (II Kings 25:28)
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You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people
are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the
throne will I be greater than you. So Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge over the whole
land of Egypt (Genesis 41:40-1)
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So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes...
(11 Kings 25:29a)
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...He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold
chain around his neck (41:42)

“OX N2 ITMONY 2N MDA YRNTIN INXY
nyo

...He was quickly brought from the dungeon; he
shaved and changed his clothes... (Genesis 41:14)
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...and for the rest of his life ate bread regularly at
the king’s table.
(11 Kings 25:29b)
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And the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph
had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but
in the whole land of Egypt there was bread

When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people
cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh told all the
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”
(Genesis 41:44-5)




Jeremiah 29:7 — Don't Rock the Boat
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Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it,
because if it prospers, you too will prosper (Jeremiah 29:7)

Yosef in Esther (5" century BCE)

Esther Parallel Verse(s)
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I'"TAVI (Esther 1:1, 3) (Genesis 40:20)
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Yosef in Daniel (6"-4" century BCE?)
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And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams; and his spirit was
troubled, and his sleep broke from him (Daniel 2:1)
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Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and
the enchanters, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, to
tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before
the king (Daniel 2:2)
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The king answered and said to the Chaldeans: 'The
thing is certain with me; if ye make not known unto
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When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a
dream: He was standing by the Nile (Genesis
41:1)
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In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent
for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt.
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could
interpret them for him (Genesis 41:8)




me the dream and the interpretation thereof, ye shall be
cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill
(Daniel 2:5)
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I thank Thee, and praise Thee, O Thou God of my
fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and
hast now made known unto me what we desired of
Thee; for Thou hast made known unto us the king's
matter (Daniel 2:23)
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And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven
set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; nor
shall the kingdom be left to another people; it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, but it
shall stand for ever (Daniel 2:44)




