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Hagar and
Ishmael
are
Expelled

® Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had born to Abraham, mocking. '° So
she said to Abraham, “Drive out this slavewoman with her son, for the son of that slavewomnan
shall not inherit with my son, with Isaac!”

11 The matter greatly distressed Abraham regarding his son. 12 So God said to Abraham, “Be
not distressed over the youth or your slavewoman: Whatever Sarah tells you, heed her voice,
since through Isaac will offspring be considered yours. '3 But the son of the slaveweman as well
will I make into a nation for he is your offspring.”

14 So Abraham awoke early in the morning, took bread and a skin of water, and gave them
to Hagar. He placed them on her shoulder along with the boy, and sent her off. She departed,
and strayed in the desert of Beer-sheba.

15 When the water of the skin was consumed, she cast off the boy beneath one of the trees.
16 She went and sat herself down at a distance, some bowshots away, for she said, “Let me not
see the death of the child.” And she sat at a distance, lifted her voice, and wept.

17 God heard the,cry of the youth, and an angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said
to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the cry of the youth in his
present state. 18 Arise, lift up the youth and grasp your hand upon him, for | will make a great
nation of him.”

Ishmael Is
Saved

19 Then God opened her eyes and she perceived a well of water; she went and filled the skin

with water and gave the youth to drink. .
20 God was with the youth and he grew up; he dwelt in the desert and bece.ime an
accomplished archer. 2! He lived in the desert of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from

the land of Equpt.
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yany—And strayed. Once Hagar was in the desert and away
from Abraham’s control (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 82a), she
strayed back to the idolatry of her father’s house (Rashi).
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19. ppy-nyx B%TOR MPEN — Then God opened her eyes. The
Torah does not say that a well was created miraculously; the
verse implies that her €yes were opened and she saw a well
that had been there all along. This teaches that God always
provides what we need, but we must be ready to open our
eyes and see it (Midrash ).
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192 | SINS OF GREAT MEN

b R Desst
The Torah’s standards are certainly the highest possible.
We have explained in the article “A Torah of Truth”? that
* one of the meanings of “Torah from Heaven” js that the
Torah is high above all human prejudice and its judgments

represent the absolute truth. As the prophet Yesha'ya puts
it : A
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For my thoughts are not your thoughts

And my ways are not your ways, says Hashem.
As the heavens are higher than the earth

So are my ways higher than your ways

And my thoughts than your thoughts.
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MOSHEH'S SIN Ly

It follows that the way the Torah perceives sin is extremely
subtle. The term *‘microscopic” is an understatement when
describing the fine precision of its judgment. To take only
one example, the Torah tells us that Mosheh Rabbenu,
together with Aharon, committed a sin at the Waters of
Meriva, for which their punishment was not to enter the
Promised Land.” This is described by Hashem variously as
“failure of trust,”® ‘‘disobedience,”” and “‘betrayal.””® Yet
the Torah commentators have been unable to agree on the
precise nature of the sin which called forth such severe
condemnation. Don Yitzhak Abravanel® enumerates no less
than ten different attempts to solve this problem and rejects
them all for various reasons. He then propounds another
explanation of his own, which also has not found general
acceptance.“ The sin which Hashem condemns so severely
)\‘ eludes our grasp. It seems that our mental apparatus is not
tuned finely enough to identify it. We recall the saying of

our Sages:'® “God is most severe with those closest to
Him —even to a hair’s breadth.” !

LANGUAGE OF THE TORAH

‘We have to know one more thing. The language which the

61
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It is only on these lines that we can understand the amazing
generalization propounded by our Rabbis.20

(The generation of the desert] ‘never committed an actual
sin_nor did they ever suffer a complete punishment,

An actual sin” means a sin according to our standards.
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Torab _uses.to describe the sins of its great omes follows its own

standards. If someone is reckoned a thief on the Torah’s

i describes him as a thief without

qualification.
Let us consider one typical example.

After the miraculous fall of Jericho'! Yehoshua declared
all the spoils of the city berem—devoted to Hashem.
No bne was to take any part of them for his personal use,
on pain of death. On its next campaign, at the city of ‘Ai,
the army of Isracl suffered a reverse.!? When Yehoshua
pleaded with God to make known to him the cause of His
displeasure, God replied:'?

then can we understand the words of Hashem: “‘Israel has
sinned . . . etc.”’?

We must look for their sin-not in the sphere of acrion hut

in the innermost recesses of the heart, bearing in mind the
high spiritual level expected of that generation.:The point is

that Achan’s act revealed a very subtle fault in the com-
munity of Israel, affecting the level of their attachment to
Hashem. : :

Y0a

How many were actually involved in the worship of the
Golden Calf? Here again, from the language used we might
feel justified in assuming that the whole nation, or at least a_
substantial part of it, were guilty of the sin of idolatry. But
when the Levites were sent in to execute judgment on the
gliiltv ones. how many fell to their swords? Three thousand

people’’ —only one-half of one percent of the nation, as
§~l6 .
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WHY WE ARE NOT GREAT TSADDIKIM

The explanation appears to be as follows. Self-observation
shows us that we possess vast intellectual knowledge of the
greatness of Hashem and of the extent of our obligatiops
and _so_on. So much so that if all our knowledge were put
into practice we would certainly become grear tsaddikim,
totally imbued with the fear and love of Hashem and
completely devoted to His service. But it is unfortunately
clear that_in fact we are not great tsaddikim.

Why not? The blocking factor is what we call timtum
ba-lev, or “dullness of heart.” which prevents our knowl-
edge from entering our heart and influencing the subcon-
scious springs of action.?” As a result our yetzer ha-ra* finds
it easy to blur and obscure our knowledge in our own
minds. We are able to ignore the truth and delude our-
selves that the sin we are tempted to do is not really so bad,
is not completely against what we know to be true, and so
on. Once we have yielded to temptation once or twice, the
matter presents no more problems for us; the battle is over

so far as that particular sin is_concerned.*®
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But the earlier generations were not like that. They were on
a level where ‘“‘dullness of heart”” did not operate. All that
they knew was immediately present to their heart, and they
lived their lives on a very high level of devotion and
attachment to their Creator. How then did they come to
sin? Because there is a rule in the war with the yetzer: “The
greater a person is, the greater is his yetzer.'¥

This_must be so because there must be free will at every
level. If the yetzer cannot succeed by way of deceit ir will
aptempt to overwhelm the person’s will by sheer force of
desire. It will try to thrust a person into sin even though he
remains fully aware of the gravity of the sin. The yetzer is
given this power because in this way the balance of bepira is
maintained.
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Hagar's'whole behavior is highly characteristic; it typifies the unre- TV INTINI) DY KRNI BRI 1190 YV a¥NN ,NTINM ARYR 0201 IR
fined Chamite nature. A Jewish mother would never abandon her child, Q0 127D 21N L TOR D3 MMRIY N9popnY

even if all she could do for him would be to speak softly to him, to RO D10 (PDI2 AT RYY AMRIA D ONRT DR P21 W TITA N

soothe him if only for a millionth part of a second. One who abandons TMPY AN MDSK NN ANV NIIN ,DTIPHD P12 AIKWI RN ANINND
a child and does nothing because “she cannot bear to see the child’s APQVIN ARVNAY IMIN IR A M DYPYR MY _WIPM Y P03
misery” does not act out of compassion. Such conduct reflects the cruel
egotism of a brutish character. Trué hiimanity is marked by a sense of

i, v that is capable of mastering even the strongest of emotions. A  RR2DDI JMITAN AT DR 1 AYTR DR TRD Tty oIRn Sy ph M
" £ duty makes one forget his own painful feelings and enables  VZY1.00R VR TN QTR ABND "ANTIING" H» oun ®YY [N mTw
pepse 2 tyd hel d assis%a;lce even if one can do no more than 2,010 h23" myy TR RA? ROW 19pwn WY Sy MMYY TIWH prinnny
It ofon , pﬁnn‘n PRNINYY DR TIRY XY PORM RYR NNY IRIY 19009 IR 5OV ™
Thus the profound significance of verse 17: God heard not 137 %p  DTPD 1NNy Aoym MY PR W I InYaa pwme 93y 138na 1men
?(although she, too, wept) but 7w »p nX. Weeping that issues from oy
; egotism and that accompanies inaction does not reach the Throne of  5p ROR on RY MOIY” onn MYV 5P TN DRV A2 IR KM
Glory. DTR Y90 DONN RIN A9NR AN YR ANRY AR N7AT 5 paimo) "opn
{_ Furthermore, on°wa nx nan 7971 nR J7om, “she threw the child under Yy 15 gr opn Hy "fon” wws ,awy Wl ARy ¥R 9w 935 Monnn
e of the shrubs” She does not care where the child will fall; it does  wry pw MN YR MIY3 R MR NTRI pnn 7393 Hpn KO8

- give the comfort of one’s compassionate presence.

not occur to her that he might fall among thorns which might scratch D150 UKD DO TTHYR SN KDY N ob 1y ATOYY
‘him, adding needless pain to his tormenting thirst. i
All of the foregoing shows that Hagar completely lost her head when . . A:S

overcome with her own grief. A mother descending from Avraham
Wt;i}ld hever behave toward her child in such a manner.

(mw is the most general term for something that grows. e is related

~ to mw, “to rise and ascend.” By extension, mw also denotes inner spiritual
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What, -then, is .the meaning of nop ‘”‘?’32-‘ Tl'{e bow, of course, is DK %325 nvapn VAW XY AR WIN NP YR aw ' 3T 373 MY W KVA
not the object that is shot, but is the instrument, thé means for shooting. TOME mmE DR DYEN KT M 070 RANR nhen D K

An analogous term is nyp-niv (ibid. 78:9) — “shooters of the bow”

instead of “shooters of arrows.” Thus, nwp "nuwd png could mean: “she FUMZ "IN YK YW WD 13T YAM Jom I PNIT ATUMII AR

1on ®Y omak 13137 ‘5 pID RTITIDI M A PTE THK v b

moved_away to a distance, as archers do.” That is, just as archers walk
backwards from the target to the furthest point from which they can /RDNR {0 DN TioNn TR IR B by ank 1N APANG hang o 5Tn
] DY JXoRT DY DR O WM KW T ANAYY anmna P aeu pnw i
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Xitﬂl see it, so did Hagar walk backwards from Yishmael as far as possible,
0 avoid seeing his distress, but not so far that he would disappear from

her sight. This would be in accordance with the conflicting emotions by 7 TDSSY *pn TUB; TSy 1Y [T 5% O K -
with which she struggled. To her attachment to Yishmael she allotted ﬁ%ﬁqmw o ______L___.___B_H_Jm,:x a0 T
: her t g 1 1 -
E?VIZ gleeli:;(s)mfthat w:;ls left in her heart after she had catered to ) YDJMEM__—-————-—JMD —— m’“i‘(
of anguish. 2
byta 1 03 13 T AR PUMM BT NN XY 0P
17 God has already heard the voice of your child, there where he lies strugﬂ-{ J—
gling. Had you trusted in God and not thrown the child there_,_b_u_t,lfﬂ ”
him gently down; had you not sat down at @ distance but remained by 7 e w,am?‘__'y ,n?m m': ;: ¥ Mn,:’;n.:-,:?:n; ?nt ‘
3 3 " - h ' ™ o
his side as befits a mother, then you would have already seen the savins SBRY WA ,PTI U P DR PIGm vrhint v P
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18 First of all, arise and lift up the boy like a brave mother whe nevet ’ J—
ives way to despair; only then wi _____’____IBLI.fhen
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A -
“And those who are lost in the land of Ashur will come,”
prophesied Yeshayahu about Messianic times, “and those
who are displaced in the land of Egypt.” That is the final
teshuvah. Those lost in Ashur and those displaced in Egypt
will come back and do teshuvah.

._Who is farther removed, one whao is “lost” or one who is
“displaced”? asks Rav Tzaddok HaKohen. Surely, the one
who is lost is farther removed. Why then_does he return
before the one who is merely displaced?

We have to understand the difference, explains Rav
Tzaddok HaKohen, between the land of Ashur and the land
of Eqypt. Ashur was a country of rocky semi-arid hills where

farmers had to struggle and scrape to bring forth the bounty
of the land. But Egypt was a breadbasket. You planted in the
rich loam, the Nile River overflowed, and you harvested.

If you are lost in the land of Ashur, declares the Prophet,
' if your life has’been a spiritual struggle, if it has been a spir-
itual battle, if you've had to fight your yetzer hara, it will be
easier to bring you back, even if you lost the battle But if
you were in the land of Egypt, if you did not struggle against
the yetzer hara, it will be harder to bring you back, even if

you were only displaced.
Kqv]

l

son that doesn’t do an aveirah. A tzaddik is a person who

falls again and again but gets up each time. -

A talmid of Rav Yitzchak Hutner once wrote to him about
his frustrations in the spirfeual realm, “I'm tired. 1 try so hard,
but [ don’t see myself getting any better. | don't.see growth.
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PIRKE! TORAH

hazal (see Rashi) explain “and strayed in the desert” to

mean that Hagar returned to the idols of her father’s house.

Where in these words is there an allusion to a return to idol
worshlp'? Surely the posuk means that Hagar was lost in the desert!

It's such a difficult struggle.”
“Never give up,” Rav Hutner wrote back, “Sheva yipol
tzaddik vekam. That's what it’s all about. The battles, the

HaRav Mordechai Pagramanski 2”7 explains that emunah grants
man a unique perspective on the situations in which he finds himself,
Emunah imbues one with the understanding that the hand of Hashem is
behind all occurrences, and that each occurrence is_part of the

struggles, that's a tzaddik. What do you think the passuk

Almighty’s master plan. One can be “lost” only in relation to the final

means? That a tzaddik gets up even though he falls? That

Hestination one has set for himself, but one is never truly lost because he

misses the entire point. The true intent of Shlomo Hamelech
is to teach us that the way to rise is through repeated falls.
You become a tzaddik by falling down and rising. You grow
*from the experience and become a better person. Grthh
comes from struggle. It is not automatic. You can'’t coast and

is actually where Hashem
another stage of His master plan, and someone with emunah lives with
tf\—igzbnyiglion.

The Torah, declares that Hagar strayed; she was lost. She had
departed from the high level of emunah that she had possessed in.

Avraham’s presence, for had she retained that emunah she would not

grow. You've got to fight to grow. You've got to strdggfe” to
grow. You may lose the battles. You may fight and lose themn.
But you can win the war. You can become bigger by the falls,
by the foibles, by the stumbling. That is the road to becom:
ing_a tzaddik. We can grow from our struggles.” ‘

That Everything Is Done The Way
It Is Supposed To Be

33“ To Believe
’ .
hen we reach the recognition that everything is the way itis

\"E

supposed to be, and we implant this truth and reality

within our heart, then all of our actions will be viewed through this

perspective, and we will always be happy with our lot. We will have

no reason to complain against others, nor will we become upset, for -

everything is carried out precisely according to Hashem’s will as is
befitting to be done. There is nothing to blame anyone about, for he
himself is the cause of everything that happens to him. A person
with emunah will joyously accept Hashem's way of interacting with
, him, knovging that this is the will of the Creator, Who has meted out

have felt “lost” and straved. but dy

on her path, knowing that even her bamshment by Avraham was part of

Hashem’s plan for her She was not lost: this is where she was supposed
tQJ?_Q, ES
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i ¥ what is befitting in every way precisely for him, Thus he will truly be
freed from the myriad negative thoughts that plague people, such
as: “maybe had I done things differently, I would have been saved.
Maybe I would not have lost so much, if only I had done such and
; such,” etc. Certainly, a person with emunah will find no reason to
! fault anyone else for being the agent for what happened to him,
choosing instead to focus on his own liability that caused him to be
deserving of any type of punishment.

Just as Yonah Hanavi told the people on the ship (vonah 112):
“Cast me into the sea... for I know that it is because of me that this
great storm is upon you,” so tao, Yosef had no complaints,
animosity, or hatred against Potifar’s wife, recognizing clearly that
this storm “is, because of me.”




196 / FHE ESSENCE OF EMUNAH

3‘—‘ . There Is A Time For Everything

_othing in this world happens by chance: every single nuance
N of our lives is under the direct and specific Divine Providence
of our Creator. Shlomo Hamelech wrote (Koheles 3:1): “Everything has
its time, and there is a moment for everything under the heaven.”
Shlomo Hamelech is teaching us with these words, that everything
has its predestined time, and will occur through the hands of the
particular agent that Hashem assigns for that precise moment.
These three: the tikun — what needs to be accomplished, the
person performing the action, and the exact time when it is to be
carried out, are like a “three-ply cord” that should not be severed.?
This is one of the most important aspects of emunah.

Indeed, this is one of the most remarkable distinctions that one
who possess true emunah merits. A person with true emunah is
- saved from arguments, tensions, conflicts, disputes, fights, lashon
hara, and many other sins that are rooted in negative thoughts of
jealousy, hatred and revenge. Mg§t of the challenges of bein adam
Rlechaveiro — issues between man and his fellow — stem from this
type of blaming etc., people poinfing their fingers and deciding that
the other person was at fault. With the right attitude and under-
standing of the ways of emunah, all of these issues and problems
can be avoided and alleviated.

gs The Only Way To Prevail Is Through Emunah

T he lesson we must internalize is that the most vital power we

possess to successfully overcome all our nisyonos is.

emunah. When a person plants and nurtures emunah within the

everything is guided by Hashem’s.precise hashgachah pratis, he
will no longer feel he has any challenges.

gdepths of his heart, that there is no such thing as coincidence, that

People are worried and frightened of facing nisyonos simply

)

because they do not yet possess the emunah that is befitting of them!

Thus, when we daven our daily morning request: “Do not lead us to

circumstances of challenge, etc.,” we are beseeching Hashem that
we be privileged to internalize so strongly within our hearts the
truthful emunah, that as aresult, any challenge we will be faced with
will not even be perceived as a nisayon. We want to possess strong
and intense emunah that will enable us to withstand all nisyonos!

If the emunah in our hearts is not complete, and we are faced
with challenges that overwhelm us, we will suffer humiliation for
our inability to stand up to the challenge. We will fegl_grgl;arrgs‘ﬁcd

"

that our lack of emunah will be revealed. -

MConversely. if a person realizes that everything that happens is
according to hashgachah pratis, he will no longer fear nisyonos, for
ingvery situation and circumstance he will be able to discern what
the blessed Creator wants from him. Confusion, lack of clarity and

the ability to contend with and prevail over nisyonos, is found
among people who do not possess the degree of emunah and
bitachon appropriate for them.

A

152 / IT'S NEVER TOO LITTLE, IT'S NEVER TOO LATE, IT°S NEVER ENOUGH

That is what happens to us. We make an ikkar into a tafeil, and a
* tafeil into an ikkar. The issues in life that should become major focal
points become minor ones, and vice-versa. :
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3 I have a friend in the ‘rabbinate who was cpunseling a high-
powered couple who would remain at work until late at night.
Each night, their children, who were cared for by a nanny, would
stand at the window and wait for their parents to come home.
The rabbi asked, “Why are you doing this?”
“We are doing it for the good of the children,” they responded.
“We want to provide them with everything they need in life.”
Everything, that is, except for one vital thing: a set of parents.
This couple fell into the trap of making the means into an end.

«2§ Mai Ba'is T'fer?

>k The Torah requires us to redeem firstborn male children in a
ceremony called Pidyon Haben (redemption of the son). The father
of the child hands five silver coins to the Kohen, who then relin-
quishes his rights to the firstborn child. As part of the ceremony,
the Kohen asks the father a question that must be the most rhe-
torical question ever asked: “Mai ba'is t'fei — What do you want
more, liten li bincha bechorcha — to give me your firstborn son,
oh ba'is lifdoso be'ad chamesh selaim — or to redeem him for five

coins?”

.ﬁ .

I don’t think that in the recorded history of mankind, any father
ever answered, “Keep the kid, I’ll take the five coins.” At least not
with a firstborn,

‘When my rosh yeshivah, Rav_Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman,
would be asked t6 speak at a Pidyon Haben, he would say that the
question of mai ba’is t'fei is not asked of a person only once in his
lifetime, Rather, life is a series of questions of mai ba'is t'fei. Do you
want the life of Yaakov or of Eisav? Are your sights set on a totally

*‘f physical existence, or do you think about spirituality? It is a ques-

tion of, “Do you live for Olam Hazeh or for Olam Haba?”

4
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