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Perhaps this concept can provide an answer to the well-known
question of R’ Yitzchak Blazer z¢7, “Why did Hashem not place
Yom Kippur before Rosh Hashanah, so evervbody would enter Rosh
Hashanah when they are meritorious and pure?”
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86 / Inspiration and Insight
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dictum: ¥1 — Know, 59yn% in — that whatever occurs Above, qmn
= is your doing, The words and deeds of every Jew have a profound
impact in_the Upper Spheres. Each mitzvah that a Jew performs
achieves a degree of 13pn, perfection, Abave, while each sin effects a
§ D33, blemish, in the Upper Worlds. Thus, the effect of 2 Jew's deeds
reach far beyond the limits of his soul. The fate of all that exists is in
our hands in a very real sense.
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280 I THE WORLD WITHIN 26
1 2, etk o
o of é: th:'s l ight, the Sefas Emes commenting on the statement
The Renewal of ROSH HASHANAH IS A DAY of spiritual re- . .:z‘i , A yeal; that starts in [spiritual] poverty will end with
Rosh Hashanah  newal, an integral part of the process of piritual] wealth,” wrote, “The renewal that a person attains on

Rosh Hashanah is proportional to the degree of nullification to the
Source of existence that one achieves.” The more a person humbles
himself before Hashem ~— submitting his heart and breakh%_ﬁﬁ
...?g:l,esif'es — the more he will merit a spirit of rel;;;“adi;i:@iviﬁe
2nc oy them, I3 b able o thomuLtly s Ml o e :.;rdwcz.r :ie will be transformed into a more refined person, cleaner
sin_and transgression, to petform complete repentance, and to ' -
attain spiritual renewal, h

repentance, However, the attainment of a
contrite and broken heart is a necessary prerequisite 1o experi-
/*cncing a spiritual renewal. Only when a persen is contrite and

broken-hearted is he dis is j ions. Then,
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' From the beginning of Elul, the custom is to recite chap-
ter 27 in Tehillin — »wom > 'n 1119 twice a day. Its particu-
lar relevance to this period is explained by our Sages in the
Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah, ch. 21) where they say »my, “my
light”, refers to Rosh HaShonah and wwep “my salvation”. to
Yom Kippur.

Everyone understands that Yom Kippar is a salvation for
klalYisroel. It is a day that offezrs an opportunity to shed all our
sins and become reborn in a spiritnal sense, Why, however, is

wRosh HaShonah referred to as “my Jight”? On this day we
live in fear of our lives, not knowing how we will be judged
and what the future holds in store. Even the heavenly angels
tremble; vet, we are told chat this same day is like a beacon of
light! What does this mean?
@E_\gegy Jew is born with a nussion to fulfil. His task is to
perform as many mitzvas as possible and to bring honour to
Hashem at every opportunity, All other activities, physical and
material, are of secondary importance, and if we live with

P

 ahis perspective we will merit Qlom HaBo and the pleasure of
everlasting life.

&S Hashem, however, has created the satan, whose duty it is
to try to make a Jew forget his true purpose in this world and
lose sight of the correct priorities. Instead of concentrating on
spiritual achievement, the satan persuades him to focus more
on material gaing and to aim for wealth, luxury, and physical
indulgence. These temporal pleasures are presented as being

Creditable pursits. Qlomn HaZeh is projected so attractively />

that he begins to believe that doss heist gelebt, that is what life
is all about: Olom HaBo is pushed into the background.

~JThis picture, however, is an illusion, QOlom HaZeh may
seem real and worthwhile but, in fact, everything it offers is
deceptive. The true value of life does not consist of earthly
assets; on the contrary, as our Sages write (Pirkei Avos, ch. 4),
those who chase after them will never be happy and they
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will “remove a man from the world”, They may appear to be

#profitable but in truth, it is a fantasy fabricated by the saran to
deflect a Jew from his real assignment.
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*" The story is told of an ignorant villager who heard that in
the big city there is something called a cinema where one can
see all sorts of spectacular events taking place. He therefore
saved up to buy a ticket and was ushered into a dark room
with a big screen upon which he could view cars in mio-
tion, huge buildings, and mountains — and he was positively
entranced. But one thing disturbed him greatly — the room
was_so_dark! Impulsively, he stood up and switched on the
nearest light and, wonder of wonders, the whole picture faded
away. Everyone present shouted at him, “Fool, put out the
ight! Don't you know that the whole spectacle only appears

when it is dark The light makes gverything vanish™ (Rav L.
hasm an).

s --

’2\7 Kosh HaShonah, > o, is that lighe that causes the imag-
ery of the satas to disappear. Throughout the year, we live in

=7
i"d‘arkness, caught up in an illusory existence and chasing after
‘things that seem pood and beneficial. At the advent of this
Day of Judgment, when every Jew stops to contemplate s
lifesryte and becomes introspective — he begins to see things
ifferently angd to question. Has he not overlooked the central
purpose of life — to work towards the acquisition of Olom
HaBo rather than pursuing the fleeting attractions of Olom
~HaZeh? Is it not time to concentrate more on studying Totah
{ and practicing kindness te others? Rosh HaShonah is »nn )
— when ont sees thines in their true light and the dcceptivp_}
glamour of this world fades away. -

With hght comes joy, a feeling of happiness at knowing
that we are now back on the right twack. vinn Sim owwh snpw
— the entire universe is elated, ¥an nx Viow? X1 — because
we stand before a Heavenly judgment that brings us to our
senses and helps us to reorganize ovr life and fulfil our mis-
ston. As Rashi writes at the beginning of Bereishis, the world
was created for klal Yisrocl and to enable thern to keep the
Torah. When Yidden recognise the truth dnd aim to accom-
plish this task, the whole cosmos jumps for joy.*—
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{ The greatest blessing one can bestow is to enlighten another and
acquaint him with himself. The Mishnah (Avos 318} says: “Man is
precious, having been created in God's image, and even more so for
having been informed that he was created in God's image”
Self-knowledge of one’s abilities and talents, as well as one’s
shortcoming and limitations, is the greatest blessing; it is the means
enabling one to realize his Divine mission in this world.
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TIMELESS SEASONS

M.

e [t 15 this nrpoe, this inner core ot allegiance, that is rep-
resented by the sound of the shofar that comes from within.
When its notes are blown and a Yid submits afresh to Divine
authortity, he does so with 2 nwme that is untarnished. This

\i"namm ey 1s s kodesh hakodashimi and when it is evoked
through the shofar, it immediately gives rise to Divine fa-
vour.

This thought lends deeper meaning to a verse in parn-
shas Balak w3 9oy nxy a1, “Hashem has not observed any
perverseness amongst klal Yisroel” (Bamidbar 23:21). Why not
— are we always perfectly behaved? In response, the verse
concludes v 1on syrim and Rashi explains that myn is an
expression of nwn, friendship and closeness. This means that
even when a Jew is wayward, Hashem is prepared to play

. down his iniquity because 1 — deep down inside that person
there remains a my, and an attachment which is never lost.”

e

That myy provides the springboard to teshuvah; we reactivate
that bond in order to return fully to the right path,

Perhaps for that very reason the only sound of the sho-
far that is mentioned in the Torah explicitly relating to Rosh
HaShonah is the tem’ah: o35 tim nyan o (Bamidbar 29:1), and
not tekiah or shevorim, This is because the sound of the shofar
stems from within and symbolises the nvo»a of aYid which
1 always myma with Hashem. It is tlus inseparable bond that

bestirs Divine mercy. ,
-._:‘
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ToN THE Essence OF Rostt HASHANAH ¢ 69 R. 2ev Lo

he motif of Rosh HaShanah is offering ourselves as a sacrifice

we. will be offering ourselves — this is the function of Malchiyes.

S¢cond, we must recognize ourselves, to realize the significance of

what we are offesing — this is the function of Zichrenos. And fnally,

- we recognize what is the nature of this offering, what bond of mu-

| tual responsibility and benefit is effected by this offering — this is
- the function of Shofres. - S

i “1lo other words, Malchiyos teaches us G-d’s importance t us;

Zichronos, our importance to G-d; and Shafros, that that importance

lies in a specific relationship with specific conditions and param-

cicts. ‘This recognition of G-d and man’s importance 1o each other

+ and the offering of oneself totally to G-d’s service lights the way to

( Yom Kippur. Once we realize our potential, we can feel the tegret

of frustrating that potential through sin, debasing our importance

5 through inappropriate behaviors, Then we are motivated to repent

- and return to our original stature.

53 The Seforno (Devarim 30:14) relates that zeshuvab is predicated
on recognizing G-d, whom we have rebelled against and recognizing
thow much this has caused us harm, necessitating also a recognition
of what constitutes sin that effected this rebellion and self-blemish,
These are the components of Malchiyos, Zichrones, and Shofros —

{1) recognizing G-d and His importance to us, (2) recognizing our
importance in His eyes, and (3) recognizing the parameters of our
relationship and what fits these parameters and what causes sins.
This is the motif of Rosh HaShanah, says Hashem. Offer yourselves
to Me through coronating Me with the verses of Malzhiyos, through
your remembrances that come before Me for good with the verses of
Lichronos, and by using the shofar as a vehicle to convey and empha-
size these ifteas and to bring about the recognition of G-d’s presence

in this world.
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, .In.rhis vein, David HaMelech relates in Z2hiflim 27, “Hashen ori
v yﬁbzl——f}-d is my light and my salvation.” The Sages comment:
my light” refers to Rosh HaShanah and “salvation” to. Yom Kip-

t': pur. ‘Thus the Malehiyos, Zichronos, and Shafros light the way to theg
¢ repentance of Yom Kipput.
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