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Lucy Dawidowicz [1915-1990, American Histrorian], What is the Use of Jewish History, p4

Every people, every nation has used its history to justify itself in its own eyes and in the sight of the world.
But surely no people has used its history for such a variety of national purposes as have the Jews....
Memory is the very stuff that constitutes history. The earliest Jewish records, the Five Books of Moses,
resound with the word z’zhor, with the concept of memory and remembrance.
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Lucy Dawidowicz, What is the Use of Jewish History, p5

The great historic myths that were fashioned out of historical reality and integrated into the living
traditions of Judaism and of the Jewish people are the products of a process of selection whose criterion
may have been the usefulness of their remembrance in serving a national Jewish purpose. For many
centuries, those who determined how the history of the Jews’ past was to be told had the power and
authority to so — kings, prophets, priests, and, for well over fifteen hundred years thereafter, rabbis. It was
they who molded Jewish historic consciousness out of the events of the past, appropriating history in the

service of Jewish survival and of the survival of Judaism.
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R. Reuven P. Bulka Best-Kept Secrets of Judaism, p37

We realize the importance of our collective history and the need to connect to our past and our roots as

part of the continuing tradition that is transmitted from generation to generation. By remembering the
good and the bad, we establish that the link with the past is a complete connection not a selective
connection — that we are instructed by the bad as much as we are inspired by the good.
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