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' +{ TORAH READING FOR FIRST TWO DAYS b
Leviticus 27:26-23:44

Kohen ~ HASHEM spoke to Moses saying: When a bull, a sheep, or a Zoat
is born, it shall remain under its mother for seven days; and from the
eighth day on it is acceptable for a fiery offering fo HaASHEM, But a oy
or @ ewe* — you may not slaughter it and its offspring on the same day,
And when you slaughter a thanksgiving offering to Hastem, slaughte,
it to gain acceptance for yourselves®: it must be eaten on that same day,
you may not leave any of it until morning; I am HasHeMm. You are ¢
observe My commandments and perform* them; [ am HASHEM. You are
not to desecrater My hely Name, rather I should be sanctified® zmop z
the children of Israel; I am HasHem Who sanctifies you; Who fook you
out of the land of Egypt to be your God; I am HASHEM*
(On the Sabbath - Levi) — HASHEM spoke to Mbses saying: Speak to the
children of Israel and say to ther: HAasHeM's appointed festivals* thar
you are to proclain as holy convocations® — these are My appointed
festivals For six days labor may be done, and the seventh day is a day
of compiete rest g holy convocation, you may not do any work; it is g
Sabbath for HASHEM in all your dwelling places,
Levi (On the Sabbath — Third; — These are the appointed festivals of HASHEM, the
holy convocations, which you are to preclaim* in their appropriate time,
In the first month on the fourteenth of the month in the afternoon is the
time of the Pesach offering to HASHEM. And on the fifteenth day of this
month is the festival of Matzos to HASHEM, you are o eat matzos* for
seven days. On the first day is to be a holy convocation for you; you

may do no laborious work* You are to bring a fire-offering* to HasHEM -

for seven days; on the seventh day is to be a haly convecation, you may
do no laborious work.
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< TORAH READRNG EON RIEST TWO DAYS B

Generally, the reading of the fimt day of a
festival deals with the historical eyent being
commernorated. Thus, an the first day of
Passover, we read about the Exadus, and on the
first day of Shavues, we zead about the Revela-
tion at Sinal Today, however, singe there is so
narrative dealing exclusively with Succos, we
read a chapte: that discusses all the Festivals in
Zeneral The chapter (s prefaced with ssven
verses that would seem tn be unrelsted to the
festivals at hand. They are included for two
teasons: Since Temple offerings are an integral
part of every Festival service, the requirements of
these animals is logically appended to the
“estival reading. Secandly, these intoduciory
verses conclude with an admonition not 4o
desecrate the Name of Hashem Wha liberated us
from Egyptian bondage. Since all the Festivals —
and aur very exislence as a nation ~ Flow fram
the Exodus, this section Is used to introduce the
festival portion,
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he Jewish year is a cycle that we return to again and again,
starting from Rosh HaShanah in Tishrei and ending with the
preparatory days of Elul. There is a purpose and meaning to
this yearly cycle; each yom tov has unique mitzvos and customs that

emphasize different qualities and artributes that define us as the am
hanivehar — the chosen and special nation who are able to be the

“mamleches Kobanim veoy kadesh — a kingdom of priests and a holy

nation” (Shemos 19:16). The cycle of the yamim tovim renews and

refreshes these attributes. Thus we are the nation of G-

servants and representatives to the wotld through the tofally sanctified

lifestyle we are mandated to live by.
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— there shall a holy convacation For yourselives — you shalt do no laborous work: It i3 2 etemd

decree in your dwelling places for tour generations.
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S forno explains that even though there are blemishes that actually
+ increase the strength and value of an animal, they nevertheless
render the animal unfit for sacrifice. Throughout the Torah we find
completion and wholeness taking precedence over guantity. Thus a
whole roll takes precedence over 2 much larger portion of a loaf of
bread, in the recitation of hamotzi. '
From this we learn that our gvodah is measured not by quantity,
but by how close it comes to perfection. Since Hashem is the ultimate
perfection, our goal must be to also achieve the greatest measure of
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perfection possible for a human being, for we are exhorted to emulate

Gy 13Ty RANTI MR eyl AR DONDY_RUp WEOnn Yia

Him and “to be complete with Hashem.” Only by being as close to
perfect as possible can we hope to have a relationship with Hashem.

The Kohen is Hashem's representative and the one mast directly
involved in His most exalted service. He must reflect shleimus,

perfection, and therefore physical imperfections render a Kohen unfit
for service in the Sanctuary.

’

s the
verse says (Tehillim 82:6): “T said you are angelic, sons of the most

high are you all, but like men shall you die.” Because man's mortality
constitutes the greatest denjal of his quest for perfection, the Kohen,
who is to be the embodiment of perfection, is severely curtailed in kis
contact with dead bodies. Even ordinary Kohanim, who are
permitted to defile themselves for their seven closest relatives, are
only allowed to db so if the corpses are complete. Though the Torah
permits the Kohen to relate to the spiritual imperfection of man under
the extenuating circumstances of a relative’s death, this is only if the
body is complete, so at least some semblance of perfection still exists.

Chazal tell us (Berachos 5b) that whether one does more or less is

insignificant. What one actually accomplishes in this warld s in.the

hands of Hashem. The main_consideration is that one direct and
concentrate his heart towards heaven. What we can control is the
intensity of our desire and purity of our effort in the guest for
perfection. .

After Brei Yisrael were freed from subjugation in Egypt to serve
Hashem, the first step in that service was te strive for perfection. That
striving tock the form of counting seven complete weeks, forty-nine

complete days, until the giving of the Torah on the fiftieth day.
Fifty represents perfection {fifty gates of wisdom, fifty gates of
purity). Qur_task is to count forty-nine. We are not capable of
_creating perfection; only Hashem can make something perfect. All
T we can do is strive towards it. But by counting for forty-nine days, it

- MR [T
is as if we counted the fiftieth also. For the fiftieth level is the
automatic result of our efforts in securing the first forty-nine.

This is the significance of Lag Be’Omer as explained by the
Maharsha {Moed Kattan 28a). The majority of the omer count is
reached when two-thirds of the time passes. That occurs on the
thirty-third day. Once most of the period has passed successfully, one
can_be confident he will be successful in likewise fulfilling the
remainder. Lag Be'Omer is a day to rejoice in one's successful quest
for_perfection’ The traditional bonfires symbolize the pure, intense

fire of the heart that i the basis of our quest for perfection.
he Midraéh comments: “When are the days of the omer perfecl
complete? When we fulfill God's will” (Vayikra Rabbah 28:3). It
is the intensity of cur quest for perfection in performing God's will
that infuses qur counting of the gmer with added
effecliveness. I
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Restore the Kohanim to their service and the Levites to their 501 ang
rmusic; and restore Israel to their dwellings. And there we will g, &
~pand appear* and prostrate ourselves before You, during our thres

pilgrimage seasons, as it is written in Your Torah: Three times a yeq, o

your males are to appear before HasHem, your God, in the place He shay

choose, on the Festival of Matzos, on the Festival of Shavuos, and on g,

Festival of Surcos, and they shall not appear before HASHEM empty.
hatided» Every man according te the gift of his hand, according to thy
blessing of HASHEM, your God, that He gave you.!
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Within the city itself, again, there are higher levels:
inside the precincts of the Temple, space begins to manifest
In a way that is clearly above the natural - the Temple
courtyard was packed with people on a Festival so that the
crowd was pressed together tightly, and nevertheless when
the time came to prostrate themselves, there was plenty of
room. “They stand crowded, and bow with expanse.”

The Temple courtyard is close to the center of holiness,
close to the center of Creation, close to_the site of meeting
between phvsical and spiritual; and it therefore transcends
the usual rules of space and place. And the sensitive ear will
hear that this transcendence is revealed to human eyes
when_those hurnans engage in that which subjugates the
physical to the spiritual: it is when the people bow that the
dimension of space opens up and reveals more of its higher
Source; while slanding, ‘while in that posture that
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emnphasizes human independence, the people are pregsed
* together; but when they are prosirated, in that posture that

N2W 892 X190 73 YY own TomT ows Xnats now [k n:w;y
manifests total annulment of independent pride and

RYR DOW "0 aray o hpwa msy 213 7P Qang oo
TIRI TR 2720 .75 WPDT WA WD 719%3 1w 1Y 2P ampnb
i . T2 NI 7 QMW IRRST UBWS QIR BOWwnT K1 prgr 1M
acceptance of higher Authority, they are not crowded at all -

space and the world melt away. «3.;1? Pm\'fcm“ -8 ‘IQ-'Q., Od ~ath_
is p i i I of » "R O — And from the eighth day. Until its eighth
This_place, in_essence, is .the place where‘ al ' oy, there 1 S o paci ot day. Ul s eghth
physicality bows to_its source, Here, the proper atfitude js premature and unviable (Chiziani),
i Just as & Sabbath must go by before a boy is ci Ised
A the urce of the 4 ; goby a boy is circumcised,
annuiment of S‘EH prostration before " So . an animal must live through a Sabbath before it can ba ysed
watld. The first time that the place of the Beis Hamikdash was
revealed this was made apparent: when Avraham saw the

for a sacred purpose. Because it bears testimony to Ged as
the Creator, the Sabbath gives spititual validity to the entire

place from afar he said “And 1 and the lad shall go there and '

bow down...” ' '

universe (Tzror HaMor: Zohar).
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ir_lg‘tb_g_rabbinical Jantim tovim. They serve as the completion of the
physical world that was created in seven days and is repr

¢ number seven. When Mashiach comes, we will haye an eighthr
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Thus, in this world we have 4

yom tov, eight representing that which lﬁ_b.cy.ond.tb.c_namral_\mrld, )

the world of eight where our cvcle of;l’ﬂ_@im_mzmm__ﬁua_[mbc/
complete,
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