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Musaf Service for Rosh Hashanah
Now, let our Kedushah ascend
To thes, our God, who art King.

Congrogation:

Lstmtdlhowuﬁhdyhdythkd;yhundhwswe—impirhg .
It is the day when thy dominion shall be exalted, thy throns shall
be established on mercy; and thou shalt ooccupy it In truth, Troe |
it is that thou art judge and arbiter, discerner and witness, inecrib- |
ing and recording sll forgotten things. Thou openest the book of |
records and it reads itsclf; every man's signature is contained in it |

'Ihputlbolnilmded;hunthwhhpri-huni;thom

quaking with fear; declare: “The day of judgment is here to bring '
the hosta of heaven to justiosl” Indeed, even thay are not guiltless.

hﬁyﬁﬁtﬂmwpl-bdmtbulihsﬂo&dm

As & shopherd seoks out his flock, making his shesp pass under his
rod, so dost thou make all the living souls pass befors thee; thou
dost count and number thy creatures, fixing their lifstime and

inscribing their destiny.
Reader:

On Rosh Hashansh their destiny is inseribed, snd on Yom

mppurfthnhd,bavmmylhnpu-nnymdhovmym T
be brought into existence; who shall live and who shall die; who.
shall cowms to & timely end, exd who to an mtimely end; who shall
perish by firs and who by water; who by sword and who by beast;
who by hunger and who by thirst; who by earthquake and who by
plague; who by strangling and who by stoning; who shall be st -
case and who shall wander about; who shall be at peace and who
shall be molested; who shall have comfort and who shall be tor
meated; who shall become poor and who shall become rish; who |

shall be lowered and who shall be raised.

> But repentence, prayer sad charity esnesl the stemn desses

Redee Bargrr, Tos Sacped Camopy, ¢-73

It will be evident without much elaboration that the prob-
lem of theodicy sppears most sharply in radical and ethical
monotheism, that is, within the orbit of Biblical religion. If all
tival or minor divinities are radically eliminated, and if not
only all power but all ethical values are ascribed to the one
God who created all things in this or any other world, then
the problem of theodicy becomes a pointed question directed
to this very conception. Indeed, more than in any other re-
ligious constellation, it may be said that this type of mono-
theism stands or falls with its capacity to solve the question
of theodicy, “How can God permit . . . ™
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[Regarding Rabl Yechanaa's satement, “Thres books are ope

on the New Year's day: these theroughly righteous are inscribed :
immediately sealed for life, etc.”), one may ask: How could Ra
Yochanan make an absolmg statement about this great and profo
[Divine] judgment [on the New Year] on which all secrets of the w:
are susper.ded? [How could he assert] that “those thoroughly rightc

~ b ant b anay re inscribed and immediately sealed for life? Do all the righte

people live and do all the wicked ones die? Is it not true that the w
and all itz precious things belong to the wicked people? The Scripti
also cry out against {[Rabbi Yochanan, asitis naid], there it a right.
man that perisheth in his righteousness.'™ It is further stated, ¢/
are righteous men, unto whom it happeneth according to the wor

absolutely stated [without qualification] that “the thoroughly wic:

YU T IR ITW PR3 DTVNR PETYPRR SPYIIN D 1 atnne Tk '™ are inscrided and immediately sealed for death” when the verse sta.

R. 1scac Am“,
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CHarmer XXXIII (NOACH)

1. AND GOoD REMEMBERED NOAH, AND EVERY
LIVING THING, AND ALL.THE CATTLE, etc. (VIH, 1).
Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God; Thy Judg-
ments are like the great deep ; man and beast Thou preservest,
O Lord (Ps. xxxvi, 7). R. Ishmael interpreted: To the
righteous who accepted the Torah which was revealed on
the mountains of God Thou shewest righteousness [i.e.
love] reaching unto the mountains of God; but as for the
wicked, who did not accept the Torah which was revealed
on the mountains of God, Thou dealest strictly with them,
even to the great deep. R. Akiba said: He deals strictly
with both, even to the great deep. He deals strictly with the
righteous, calling them to account for the few wrongs which
they commit in this world, in order to lavish bliss upon
and give them a goodly reward in the world to come; He
grants ease to the wicked and rewards them for the few
good deeds which they have performed in this world in
order to punish them in the future world.!

__t“,’ FILT &l

there i3 a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his ewl-doingn" Al
the prophets expressed astonishment on this phenomenon [the succ
and longevity of the wicked]. Thus, Jeremiah said, Thou must be
the right, O Eternal, sf I were to contend with Thes, [yet will I reas
with Thee: why doth the way of the wicked prosper?).'’s Habakk
said, Why dost Thou show me sniqusty, and beholdest mischief? A
why are spoiling and wolence before me??” Again he scates, Sor t
wicked doth beset the righteous; therefore right goath forth p,
werted."* Furthermore, has this Sage [Rabbi Yochanan] never se
the Book of Job which is repless with weserances en this [problem
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§2. THAT FEEDETH AMONG THE LILIRS. R.
Johanan had the misfortune! to suffer from gallstones for
three and a half years. Once R. Hanina went to visit him.
He said to him: ‘How do you feel?’ He replied: ‘My
sufferings are worse than I can bear.’ He said to him:
‘Don’t speak 80, but say “ The faithful God”.' When the
pain was very great he used to say ‘Faithful God ', and
when the pain was greater than he could bear, R. Hanina
used to go to him and utter an incentation which gave him
relief. Subsequently R. Hanina fell ill, and R. Johanan
went to see him. He said to him, ‘How do you feel?’ He
replied : ‘ How grievous are my sufferings 1’ He said to him:
‘But surely the reward for them is also great!® He replied:
‘I want neither them nor their reward.’ He said to him:
‘Why do you not utter that incantation which you
pronounced over me and which gave me relief?’ He
replied: ‘When I was out of trouble I could be a surety
for others, but now that I am myself in trouble do I not
require another to be a surety for me?"* He said to him:
‘It is written, THAT FEEDETH AMONG THE LILIES,
This means that the rod of the Holy One, blessed be He,
lights only upon men whose heart is pliant like lilies.
R. Fleazar said: It is like 2 man who had two cows,* one
strong and the other weak. Which one does he work hard;
is it not the strong one? So the Holy One, blessed be He,
does not try the wicked, because they could not stand the
trial, as it says, But the wicked are like the troubled ses
(Isa. Lv11, 20). Whom then does he try? The righteous, ae
it says, The Lord trieth the rightéous (Ps. x1, 5), and also,
And it came to pass after these things, that God did prewe
Abraham (Gen. xx11, 1), and it is also written, And it came
to pass after thess things, that Ns marter's cast her aym
upom Joseph (. xxxix, 7). R. Juse b. R. Hanina said: A
flax-beater doss net best his Aax very vigorously when it is
hard, fotfeuitchouldupﬂt,bﬂti!hilioodﬂu.thc more
he beats it the better it becomes. So the Holy One, blessed
be He, does not try the wicked, because they could not
stand the trial, but He does try the righteous, as it says,
“The Lord trieth the righteous.’ R. Johanan said: When a
potter tests his furnace, he does not test it with cracked
jars, because a single blow would break them, but he tests
it with sound jars, which can withstand many knocks.
So the Holy One, blessed be He, does not try the wicked;
and whom does He try? The righteous, ss it says, ‘The
Lord tristh the righteous.’
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A MASQUE OF REASON

A fair oasis in the purest desert,
A man sits leaning back against ¢ polm.
His wife lies by him looking at the sky.

You're not asleep?
No, I can hear you. Why?

I said the incense tree’s on fire again.
You mean the Burning Bush?

The Christmas Tree.

I shouldn't be surprised.
The strangest light!

There’s a strange light on everything today.

The myrrh tree gives it. Smell the rosin burn.
ing?

.:uome_d»Bnuﬁ the Greek artificers

Made for the Emperor Alexius,

The Star of Bethlehem, the pomegranates,

The birds, seem all on fire with Paradise

And bark, the gold enamelnd nightingales

Are singing. Yes, and look, the Tree is troubled.

Someone’s caoght in the branches.

So there is,
He can’t get out.
[587]

He’s loosel He's out!

It's God.
I'd know Him by Blake’s picture anywhere.
Now what's He doing?

Pitching throne, I guess,
Here by our atoll.

Something Byzantine,

(The throne's a plywood flat, prefabricated,
That God pulls lightly upright on its hinges
And stands beside, supporting it in place.)
Perhaps for an Olympic Tournament,
Or Court of Love.

More likely Royal Court—
Or Court of Law, and this is Judgment Day.
1 trust it is. Here's where 1 lay aside
My varying opinion of myself
>bv.m M.mv“omﬁc Wﬁﬂ in an official verdict.
Suffer yourself to be admired, my love,
As Waller says.

Or not admired. Co over
And speak to Him before the others come.
Tell Him He may remember you: you're Job.

God Oh, T remember well: you're Job, my Patient.

How are you now? 1 trust you're quite recov-

ered,
And feel no ill effects from what I gave you.

[588]

Jab  Gave me in truth: I like the frank admission.

I'am a name for being put upon.

But, yes, I'm fine, except for now and then

A reminiscent twinge of rheumatisn.

The let-up’s roua.mu_vr You perhaps will tell us
If that is all there is to be of Heaven,

Escape from so great pains of life on earth

It gives a sense of let-up calculated

To last a feHow to Eternity.

Yes, by and by. But first a larger matter,

T've had you ort my mind a thousand years

To thank you someday for the way you helped
me

Establish once for all the principle A

There’s no connection man can reason out

Between his just deserts and what he gets.

Virtue may fail and wickedness succeed.

"Twas a great demonstration we put on.

1 should have spoken sooner had I found

The word I wanted. You would have supposed

One who in the begirming was the Word

Would be in a position to command it.

1 have to wait for words like anyone.

Too long I've owed you this apology

For the apparently unmeaning sorrow

You were afflicted with in those old days.

But it was of the essence of the trial

You shouldn’t understand it at the time.

It had to seem unmeaning to have meaning,

And it came out all right. I have no doubt

You realize by now the part you played

[5897
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Every Jew is obligated 10 sustain similar emotions on Rosh
Hashanah. The required response to the shofar, which the
Rambam refers to as awakening from sleep, is the abrupt, tragic
realization that the false assumptions upon which we build our
lives have come crashing before our eyes. We are jolted with
the sudden awareness of the grievous extent to which our
actions have alienated us from God. Amidst the panic of this
experience, we have neither the intellectual nor the emotional
fortitude to adequately express remorse, resolve, confession, or
even prayer. We find ourselves alone, bereft of our illusions, -
terrified and paralyzed before God.

In the Book of Judges, the story is told of the decisive mili- -
tary defeat and the humiliating death of the pagan general |
Sisera at the hand of the Israelites. In a song of praise for this |
victory, the prophetess Deborah poﬂrayed the mother of Sisera |
waiting at her window for her son’s victorious return from the | ;
battle against the Israelites as he had indeed done so manyt
times in the past (Judges 5:28). Yet, although overtly
anticipating her son’s trinmphant return, in a deep recess of her ]
heart Sisera’s mother tragically sensed that this time he was in
fact never coming home again. Tosafot states that we are |
obligated to hear a total of 100 shofar blasts on Rosh Hashanah, |
to parallel the 100 cries of Sisera’s mother as she waited in vain |
at that window.!? Why does the story of a pagan mother
awaiting her barbaric son form the halakhic basis for the |
required number of shofar sounds that are blown on Rosh |
Hashanah? Because upon hearing the piercing tones of the -
shofar, we must experience a similar emotion; as we awaken .
from spiritual complacency, we must witness our own illusions
being relentlessly shattered.
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Each of the following three verses is recibed responsively, chazzan [or tokea] then congregation.
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—'/mbme to the Rebbitzen of Tahu

~ mdl“hlppened“toovetbcn thdndsh.nlklbout?lmust
use an halakhic term in order to answer this question: she talked

Wluﬂmwakhhmﬁ;m
in honor of a holiday. [ used to see her recite prayers; [ used
to watch her recite the sidra every Friday night and I still
remember the nostal nmlhmcdb'ouhu

s laws of Shabbat, fo

_myhdm- meymlpmolmmmmm&ubw s &
living entity, es a queen, was revealed to me by my mother; it is

a part of torar Imekha. The fathecs knew much about
bat; the mothers lived the Sha %mmwmm
beauty and op!

wers passed on to me by

mmmmm»Memsubm
mmmtpua&-b-umm&-bmmmw
to enjoy her twenty-lowr bowr presence.



