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1) Pru Urvu and Issues at the Beginning of Life

A) Halakhic Response to the Law for the Prevention of
Hereditary Diseased Offspring (forced sterilization program)
enacted in Germany in 1933

The basic provisions of the 1933 law stated that:

(1) Any person suffering from a hereditary disease may be rendered
incapable of procreation by means of a surgical operation (sterilization),
if the experience of medical science shows that it is highly probable that
his descendants would suffer from some serious physical or mental
hereditary defect.

(2) For the purposes of this law, any person will be considered as
hereditarily diseased who is suffering from any one of the following
diseases: —

(1) Congenital Mental Deficiency,

(2) Schizophrenia,

(3) Manic-Depressive Insanity,

(4) Hereditary Epilepsy,

(3) Hereditary Chorea (Huntington’s),

(6) Hereditary Blindness,

(7) Hereditary Deafness,

(8) Any severe hereditary deformity.
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Ein fobkeanker hoftel bis jup Ereeidung des
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Exhibition poster of the Reich Nutrition Association, as
illustrated in a high school biology textbook by Jakob
Graf, first published in 1940. The caption reads: “You
Are Sharing the Load! A Hereditarily Il Person Costs
50,000 Reichsmarks on Average up to the Age of Sixty”.

(3) Any person suffering from severe alcoholism may be also rendered incapable of procreation.[2]
The law applied to anyone in the general population, making its scope significantly larger than the compulsory
sterilisation laws in the United States, which generally were only applicable on people in psychiatric hospitals or

prisons.

The 1933 law created a large number of "Genetic Health Courts", consisting of a judge, a medical officer, and
medical practitioner, which "shall decide at its own discretion after considering the results of the whole proceedings
and the evidence tendered”. If the court decided that the person in question was to be sterilised, the decision could
be appealed to "Higher Genetic Health Court". If the appeal failed, the sterilization was to be carried out, with the
law specifying that "the use of force is permissible". The law also required that people seeking voluntary

sterilizations also go through the courts.
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different methods of sterilization for the different laws
-vasectomy or tubal ligation te prevent genetic diseases
-castration of oophorectomy for criminal behavior
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Mendelian Genetics
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Obligation to pay to prevent Sterilization
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Returning to Spouse after Sterilization
P90 MO TN I 109V NI XIT MING DIWND ,ONPA NIJ MON MMM 12 WYY ¥IND DN ,INI T
POAN (2"Y 1Y T) DN 7192 NATT RIDMI NOAY TN D922 N IRT, DN P0INA NN NN OR DN
INURD NOKIND PN NINNT NP0 %1 2"NY D P90, MyN AN H2nnn
/T PYD T YD TN AN RN PINY TINDRND DY) KDT,NDYAD IO AYRM

3



(January, 1935) 2792 1"S7n vav 20 N Y
2231 10010 Y "oV

28 Ty OMND N - 2 PON YD OMIN N

N'YD RO AN DY VIR A 0P 0"

TNR 0ONY

NOWNND PN 29D DIDN OR P13 7Y NRNPY XN OODINN 17122 NI INR YN MTINOTDRY TV

NTHPAY NIANY NDIOY X NP2 INYN OX YYD NN YT NI NOY DISNIDIANM

nYN

N9 DY NN DPN DYNRTT IIN MO MNP XD NN D9 DTN PO O "1 NT MIATI T Y PIN D N ..

B) Obligation of Pru Urvu During the War
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ghetto could use contraceptive devices to avoid pregnancy and

the concomitant risk of death.
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D) Abortion
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E) Post Mortem Cesarean Section
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| ONCE THIS EDICT REGARDING PREGNANCY WAS

Question:

1ssued other problems came up. The very dav the

edict was 1ssued, a pregnant Jewish woman passed by the ghetwo

hospital. A German noticed her swollen belly and shot her for

violating the German order against reproduction. His bullet

p | penctrated her heart and she fell dead on the spot.

Passersby immediately carried her into the hospital, think-

ing there might be a chance to save her or the baby. Since she

PEC DV X1 PED DD VHY GBIV b R1IN KNIV PHMD KpDOZTG had clearly been in her final weeks of pregnancy, a Jewish obste-
trician was rushed over. He said that if surgery was performed
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F) Anesthesia for Milah
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H .. UR CONTINUED SEARCH F ] 3
K OR JEWISH CHILDREN

(R after G-d liberated s from the Germans, we
looked evervwhere, in orphanages and even in private dwellings
where we had information that a Jewish child might be living,
Thanks to the One Above, we succeeded in this sacred work and
gathered 10 us the remnants of our people who had been lost 1o

us, bringing them back to their own people and to the fank o
e —_—

their ancestors,
Upon rescuing the children, we continually faced the
problem of circumcising the boys whose parents had deliberate-
ly avoided circumcising them so that they could pass unnioticed
among the gentiles. As a result of their years of deprivation and
physical weakness, these boys found it difficult to undergo the
pain of circumcision. We spared no effort to help these voung-
sters understand the significance of the sacred commuandment
of circumcision, and proceeded to circumeise them accordmg to
halacha. We were able to say to them, T hrough your blood, in
sanctity and purity, lives on the sacred people chosen by (G-d as
His treasure.”
One boy of ten refused to be circumcised unless we could
promise that he would not suffer pain. And so we considered
whether an anesthetic might be used.

immediately, the baby could be saved. Since 1 had wimnessed this

shocking murder and was present in the hospital, I was asked if,

according to halacha, it was permissible to perform the

Caesarean section. Since no one could be sure that the baby was
still alive, was there a halachic concern with the desecration of
the dead mother? In addition, in the remote possibility that the

mother was

kill her.
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still alive, cutting open her abdomen would surely
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G) Post War and Obligation of Pru Urvu to Repopulate the Community
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2) Rescue, Hatzalah, and End of Life Issues

A) Entering a state of danger (sakannah) to
save others from sakannah N
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B) Anticipated Though Not Immediate
Pikuach Nefesh
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C) Hatzalah v. Mesira

Mesira

At thc time of the mass deporations, the fademrie faced 2 major dileimma
when the Germans ordered them to draw up lisss of people to be deporied

incidents of this sort in Vilisa and the environs are described in three
sourcss. D Mack (Meir) Dworzecki weires thart after the second Aégion in the
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§ gheuo, rabbis in Vilna beld a meeting and then approached Judenrat chairman
Jacob Gens. These rabbis—Rabbi Menachem Mendel Zalmanowicz, Rabbi
Pov Ber Pilowski, Rabbi Yirzhak Kornlkas {or Kornik), and Rabbi Visrael
Gusrman—warned Gens that Jewish law, a5 articulated by Malmonides (see
ahove), forade him o hand over Jews o the autherities."” Gens ignored thetr

|® admonition and instead acted in accordance wich his own view that this was
ah acr of rescuer “We have to save cveryons we can withour considering our
rooral sentiments,” Thus he dererminad who would live and whe would die.

Some fudenrite made the dreadful decision to comply, deciding whe would
five and who would die, usually in the belief thar this would enable Jews who
S constituted an efficient workforce for the Germans to survive. Other fudenrize
refused 20 lend 2 hand 1o these lists po marter what, and stlll othess asked
rabbis what to do. Presumably, not all those who consuled rabbis had thesame
motives. Some genuinely wanted to zct in accordance with Jewish ethics and
halachah, whereas others wanted the backing of the rabbi, who was considered
03 maomal auchoricy figure, in order to persuade the community o do as they
said, and if they did not receive this backing they would do as they wished
anyway. There were also rabbis who ook the inidiative in order 1 prevens the
Judenriite from making up the st
Such incidents occurred in many places. The heads of the Judenrdte worded
their question as a matwer of saving many people by handing over 1 few. In fact,
however, in terms of Jewish law ic was a dilerama concerning mesine, which is

in the catcgory of prohibited bloodshed: therefore, it is important 1o sce how
rabbis ruled.

Yerushalmi Terumot 8:4
It was taught: Caravans of people were travelling
on the road. A group of gentiles approached them
and said "give us one person from your group and
we will kill him and if not we will kill all of you."”
Even if it means that everyone must die, one may
not hand over one Jewish life. If they specified
one of them such as in the case of Sheva ben
Bichri, he may be handed over and they are not
required to give up their lives. R. Shimon ben
Lakish said "This only applies if he was
sentenced to death like Sheva ben Bichri." R
Yochanan said "Even if he is not sentenced to
death like Sheva ben Bichri."
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that? Save hiz? But then someene else would go in his place. How couid Fdo
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his Life, and ke heard the same from other rabbis. Alshough the fists were made

Hatzalah

detailed testimonies abour this place.”E)n November 4, 1941, the Judenrar
was ordeted to produce a list of Jews who were unfit for work {putting an F next
to the name of each fit [fEhig] person and a U next w the name of each unfit
[unftitig] person). Judenrat chairman Hershel Zimnawoda consulred rabbis in
the ghette. The rabbis—including Rabbi Yissachar Dov Ber of Dobrz, Rabbi
Pinchas Weiss of Turek, Rabbi Zc'cv Leventhal of Uniejéw, and the rabbi of
Wiad ystawdw~were accepred in the area as spirinal leaders and conducted
religious activiry openly. Although they were not sure of the purpose of the
letters, they felr that it was a fatcfu] decision, and the decision-making process
was weighty and dramatic:

The rabbinical court hearing began at 10 a.m. the nexr day [November §)
at the home of Rabbi Pinchas Weiss in the village of Malenice. Early thac
morting, Rabbi Yissachar Dov Ber went to sancify himself by immersing in
the river, and all che rubbis fasred all day long, A minyan of Jews gethered ac
Elyakim Rosenzwelgs house o recitc Psatins, The rabbis pondered the marver
until nigl*\ffaﬁ withour m’aching a decision. Ahheug_h none of them knew rhat
the lerter U next to a Jew's name meant transpon 1o the extermination camyp
in Chetmno, they all sensed that anyone labeled that way would have 3 bitter
fate. The rabbis discussed the issue in minuce derail but would nor resolve i,
They therefore mer again the next day to continue the discussion, The gheno
tnhabitants went arcund anxious and censumed by curiosity. Finally, on
Thursday afternoon (November 6), the miling was issued: The governunent’s
edict is an edict and must be complied with, Hershel was to provide the
“Jis,” but every Jew had the right o review it and read whar was written and
marked on it.... Due to the danger and the hard times, the rabbis declared a
public fast day and the gherto inhabirants were ordered 1o fast an Monday and
L“f’hurxda}a Three rimes they secived Psalms and blew the shofar ¥
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D) Precedence for Hatzalah

Priority FOR TORAH SCHOLARS IN
Rescue ErForTs purinG THE HovocausTt

] During the Holocaust, when rescue options were few, the laws of priority in
saving lives were no longer academic. They were por into practice in several
ways, the most famous being the rescue of hasidic rebbes and the operation
that got studenss of Lithuanian yeshivas our of Europe to Shanghai. The rescue

G of rebbes, in which their special status in hasidism was also a factor, is discussed
in chapter 2. Here we will discuss the rescue of the yeshiva students and their
rabbis. One of the biggest——perhaps the biggest—of the rescue operations in_
the early davs of the war, it tock thousande of refugees out of Europe to the

JFar Bast, and from therc ta Ererz Israel and the Unired States. In this case, the

{0 peaple involved wanted to apply the lows of priority in saving lives. How was
this manifested and were the laws indeed applied? We have several documents
that enable us to conduct a rare historical and halachic discussion, Some of
them concern the rescue warkers” ideclogy; others are pracrical instructions or
activity reporss.

1§  The Vaad Hawala, the organization behind this rescue project, was
established at the wrging of Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski of Vilne.® Rabbi
Grodeinski was considered the leading cabbi of his time, and his rulings were
sought and accepted throughout the Diaspera. In the 1920s he had founded
the Vaad ha-Yeshivor (“commitee for the yeshivas”) and he coordinated the

Q0 fnancial burden of the yeshivas in Poland and Lithuania between the world
wars. He died in Vilna ip 1940.8 The Vaad Harzala was founded to alleviate the
distress of the Polish yeshivas thar had fled the Russians and relocated (along
with refugees from German-occupied central Poland) w Vilna in independent
L.ithuania. The Vaad's principles with respect to its rescue efforts were stated at

25 ics founding conference in New York on November 13, 1939:

In the olden davs of the destruction of the Temple. Rabbi Johanan beo
Zakkai pleaded for the grear Academy of Yavnch and her scholars because he
believed that the Torah was the Jewish citadel. In the tragedy char has befidlen
pur prople at the preseat day when complete descruction threatens the very

30 life of the Jewish people, it should be our sacred duty o save our Yavnehs
of voday=—the Holy Yeshivathin which the only salvation of Judaism and
Jewish life Fies
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E) Suicide
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F) Self Sacrifice for the Good of Others

SRR YT N3 WS35 pedr 1on Sxver o

IR TPRKE URT I

gust 2 ReT Toumn Rwd mepa mmzn Svoomvtim aven
= T TENPIDY [WRY M KI0T BRIE T BUROR 17 .0Tne) Bamnewn
VNI DWYRNT BUEaRS TIDY WD PR K T IMDAN O .XTEY RI2
JETER TTTY 13 W 0K B XYY ,OIEY [IAw I byy odix  mnd

Rappt oM  PYT IER LM TIP3 1T Kun oW SMB PR cuban ome 1S

P O3 1T P TR aprbIiva R0 DY (IR e

Sype IS T MDY UE3 mMpE3 Tam TTPT WM WMEWR Mkt P
STYR WBd amen 1pen

mne TYS R BT BTTUT DNER OWIDS RT oM ovenst 7R D

n3 9w DT P OO Hpva 13 rOWR Wwnh owbl oMU DUUReD

TPD D175 Swwnd

DU mken) T vty a1 vonn VR
MO i e Sy WK Wawn
mips D32} ohM I oy s
REVID @WK Wwn myoon w5 aveimen
AT XS KITY 1oy 2 nbw ;0PI 5 e
T AREN .2nhW iy opnd anp ™ wm

. 1 Tnea g
1 PITD DYOR M3 YR TN o™ pm Wb oem onh oprisd MmOy BPUITY o

i toxn)
NI TS NPTD SHIY TANDT S
SN 0pS

BT 2TMAN N0 DM 37BN MY pents oo
AR DBOR TIPS PN WY pw 3 wn
PP7 MBYS TNAT DRPD IR Y01 fand DYMISAT R oWl YRR
MIVIIDND POY onn DY oY YW pwan Y Ny on
IR 2773 YR ORI W IR YWD R DVOA PIRD WM
¥ IR MY 230 PRY Yy IYDT O IRD Y YR YIamn
PR OREDY PR AYND MINNY P07 DO 0 INORED BT sl
PP BT ANDBPY D DD I3 DY MDY NN NnsRn
DM DANID BMDONT DS MY MDY 1y N8 vt v
1P DU BN PT BRNUDap Y R DnD Oy aynnd
PAZ VINR P73 DO Y DWW [N DITIBaN D Duan NN
DWHl B3PI MM ON0Y MR NoR NdEr AR oy
RIS T DA WY IR PN L OV OAnYnn NRuY Y Apnn
DD MWPHIN YIIDY DS TIOYY WD PRY o0 190 newnn
10K KXN DN NP PIBNY B PAD Y231, D5 ¥ ATipYyn
YY) 13D DB 3P 17 0 BY R INOKRY NRIY AR IINTD
A3 N3 PISRD Y3 ART BT 12721 07D RY wR was
TP BYOTTA BYNEY PN MWD AMD Aoy 85 w8y R MY mon
I3 R 3pY RIDY IO 0N EnY MY DU DONETY T
Sump mvaaw amapn 20

N )

5

0

KDY 270 we Meon

hﬁﬁ??(?’:; >

oxy
12 10D IR MOBRY 8p1I5 Ump sk N

TR xoT Sy vpwn |

IO MUY . Smn Py

YI'AT IBOIDYTY INDs an B

w35 oMK Yo o

VIM BN Ax ampre v 5

TINR Opea 19 ok auph
ST LamT op

B oY DS m ban

R CIIRe - L I A —

e g

MmO M3 grend amn ™
" 05wnS mownn gnd T

YoE ToRY ,TAT BTRETn Lt avem xpmd amn ITme 1 12 e

OWIR DITT TR TAW DUYOK WD KD PIve 1933 b3 ooe® vid aptied

YR I .00 MB WE ChnK ohOmK omd Ron® K5 o aS ousmn

by 85 P W3 0T DO ATIORT S0U g0 Mt Esn 2% s opbupme
J% TTTp twen M3 vm Looon S

[



WROYp Y Y
19 S A N Y DR RN

oY

G) Accidental Murder to Save Others DI R LORY AMIYR MWOR AEBT AeR dYRe) a1
PUIAT nEnd MINNOAY BMEP bp b My mar xammy —

s sane LM oy ORBLN PR W 1w M2 R TNER
T rm———————— v L ' ' '

ST DR AT 1 BP0 30D TN WY KUK DY Rpyia mixn gy DYEORY NN — A707 DM DHOND T BmR DAn P ok
P A MY TN AL Y D WX TP — TP DY 3N P YD pwh P AR oWLRIT DR KIEHD DM Y VO3 S
= ppans >*9 pwps Suny 1Y KDY (TN hnbppa 1R BTPB P PR gawn A% 1D Opmend ATWOR 13 o0 KUY - D22 — DAMY

I T W0ph 13% MY XK DS 100 M 23K D00 B9 WP KD S gy g e DD DADEY DOSM VA — FXND B
NN . by
DB VTIAD TK A1 TAT WK IV PRI D) DA VI M o oo o ses oy m3 7 mw mmn

T K TUD 1 YIRa (R ) AU TON g TR DM 1030 B9 i e e -
AYR DT ITEYY TS PR WA P LOR? 3P DK 0T Yy wann? TR RO B SV I B SRR 470 PR R e
PbwS WTIY DY hapr oy o PR AR PORY WA BMIIRD DWYIR TP TINR M L.pwn MR (0

P TONY BhNY W
Yixab vz IS DR WY WD 70 DR RIDR 00 DYROM
SEADS 0 BH DR NOYY IR AT AN PR R DR MY
Axen b ol Mmion wxy by bapb vy

H) Intentional Murder (euthanasia) To Save Others From Suffering

In September 1942 a 22 year old Jewish senior medical student, Adina Blady Szwajger, gave
lethal doses of morphine to several elderly patients and about fifteen infants and children in
order to spare them ignominious, certain death at the hands of the Nazis. While she could hear
screaming downstairs as the German and Lithuanian guards were taking the sick from the wards
to the trucks, the older children were told that the medicine would make their pain go away.
They quickly fell asleep, but since Doctor Szwajger had to flee, it's uncertain whether all of the
patients died as a result of the morphine.

Dr. Swajger escaped the ghetto and joined the Polish Jewish resistance. In order to prevent
detection because of the noise of infant cries, she had to perform several abortions. Another time,
she put to death a girl who had gone berserk and was running in the street, again, in order to save
the lives of others. The doctor survived the war and for forty years continued her work as a
pediatrician, but because of her previous actions always felt unworthy to be a doctor. Tortured
by her secret, she delayed publishing her memoirs until forty-five years later. Dr. Swajger died
of cancer in Lodz in 1993.

(from Dr. Michael Nevins, Moral Dilemmas Faced by Jewish Doctors During the Holocaust)
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3) Issues After Death

A) Exhumation and Nivul Hamet
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B) Eating in Front of a Met
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“Show me the manner in which a nation cares for its dead and I will
measure with mathematical exactness the tender mercies of its
people, their respect for the laws of the land and their loyalty to high
ideals.” (William Gladstone 1879)

C) Pruducts Made from the Remains of the Kedoshim
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D) Burial of Ashes and the Luz Bone

The Midrush (Koheles Rabbai
daseribes the following interaction:
Hacrian once asked Rabbt Yehostog
ben Chananys, “From what will G-d
resuerect man in the future world?
Rabli Yehoshua replied, “From the iz
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sofiened this bone with the Dew of
Resurrestion, it will bosome ag yeast is
1o the douph, and from it the body will
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posed will be reconstructed.

At the thne of the Resurrection of
the Dead, the fuz bone will be “sonked”
it the el front ehipa—ihe dew of
restrrection—and the budy will grow
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even Tire can destroy the oz bone, for
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Nazi crematoriums even after the rest
of the bodies of the holy martyrs had
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‘WNevertheless, it is diffieult for us 1o
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There does not need to be a visible remains of
luz for techiyat hameitim to take place, as

suggested by R’ Emden.

Lk i)
I e

whed oo s SRS eID vy b M

19 DIBNY NIV YO N PON NON P8 NW
T OYP NIV DTN NI 129900 IO, DINN)
53 PINY ININRAM VY TPN 702 7FD ¥ITPR I
YN - YTPN IR0 0P 12X WO, TN Ivan
DY TITY, D02 NN DIND WM NDPY TNYN
PNY DIV INYA) THITOT PAJIND WM WA DY

, TIAWVY DIPINN

R’ Arye Kaplan, Encounters
“When bones rise again”
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place in the mest literal sense.

Enter cloging. From one miero-
seopic molecule, soaked in & special
“soup,” un entire sheep grows, s DNA
servies wg the prototype for the
development of the entire being.

Perhaps the development of
gloning &1 this specific moment in time,
is enother clear indication of just how
close we are to the times of Moshiach
and the Resurrection of the Dead. For
technology and science ars affording
us the opportunity to visualize that
which, until now, has beena abstract
helicf &
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with it, the carth will bring thuse long dead 1o birth
agmn, {{sninb J6:19}
‘The Zeokar combings both of these traditions. The I:,u;g LHG
for each person, will bo -p‘laee;; in the ficv; of rc;za:mctzm, and
itw inio the body of that parliculat persoa.
y gﬁai;,z;m the Mishf’lah ai_nd i?zc Tairm:td sugggstf;hir g;;gag
poople will receive Divine inspiration to bring the dead bac!
tite {Soich 9:15; Pesachin G84). . . —-)
These allusions to the mechanics of e rcsurrcf:tsfm can
he understood seiestifically, G« wi!? rex"nai the gefx?tw c«g}c
required for duplication to & Divanely inspired group wf gc(:iop r:sE
who will place the Luz containing the RN;}; Hto th% Udew ::).
peanrrection, o nuttent Muid. finder the right conditions, an
cxact duplicate of any human budy could be grown. N |
The final stuge of the process will be z:c;::mplmgd l:sg R __w%:;n
He restores the soul to the body. Thiz will he the e rmracs_eJ
F Resprrootion.
Qf\‘v'bc-x: r:;: examine our traditions carefully, the concept m‘
sesurrection is not a5 farfeiched as i seems. The world of the
resurrection with be a woeld where degth i not only cmigw:md,
nut where death ean by reversedi 1 will be a world very different
from the one we know now. It is the world our traditions speak
of: the world of the Messianic Era, the world of our [inal hopes.



